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PREFACE. 

If I had undertaken to write the biography of 
some great man, I should have had to present 
such actions of his life as are best calculated to 
exhibit the ground-work of his native character, 
together with his most celebrated inventions 
which, when compared with each other. Would 
strongly reflect the image of his tnind; at the 
same time, I should have had to notice his " faults 
and failings/' lo writing of sUch a great depart- 
ment as the Police, I hav6, actitug on si similar 
principle, noticed the good and bad qtialities, my 
principal object being to put young officers oii 
their guard. I do not write against the system, 
for in my humble opinion, no better system of 
Police could he devised. It should also be borne 
in mind that the dubjedtd treated of in this humble 
brochure did nbt occur in any particular province, 
but are a coUeidtion from the different proviiices. 
If any of my readers think that I am Antagonistic 
to the SarJcdr bahddiir, t would refer theta to 
pages 124 and 187, which would convince them 
that I am a khair-hhwdh Safkdr (WeU-wi^her of 
the Government,) for every man who possesses the 
feelings of humanity, must, in the establishment 
of the British Qovernmeiit in India, rejoice in the 
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IV PREFACE. 

humiliation of arrogance, and the downfall of op- 
pression, in seeing the reign of injustice repres- 
sed, and that of righteousness promoted. That 
this has been the happy effect produced by the 
British Government in India, th^re qan be.no ^ 
doubt,, Wherever it^ influenc^ is f^l^ millions 
are exenxpted fron;i the mostunn^^tural tyranny, 
and no species of thraldom e^fistp,. but that which 
has its, foundatipa ip - the ^ delusion and voluntary 
surrender of. its captives, If we draw a contrast 
betweeji the Goyevnsnent of JEndia un^Jer her for- 
mer 30,vereigns,- find that lender our gracious Mali- 
Aa-i-mua^maA (Queen) ^e, are . copipelled to ^d- 
njit tjaat under th^.forraer rjegii^ej,' tfiere was, per- 
haps, no cpu;itry i^ tifie world, in ^which the s^yay, 
of despotism l^^ci beep . less cpni^raUed, or which' 
exhibited a^^trpnger specinxeu of itSj injurious ef- 
fects^ uppn the physical and moral powers of my 
countirymepL ; o^ the otljer hand, when we gee that 
the British ponque^ts, in, India- have issued^ not 
in the d^^try^jtion, of it?^ injia,titants, but in their 
imp^f(yenipn;t, tb^t a firpa foundationrfor the well- 
being, of society ha? been established ai5 far as 
ciyil jurisd^oti^jn cf^^i consistently operate, ^nd that 
inpreasing ^vjdence, of the advantages ari?\pg from 
^ee and wcll-regi^lav|ie4 intj^rcourse is constantly 
exhibited, there can.be.po bei^i^tion^^jas^to.our 
best ^, wishes, le^mUj^ to t^ \^f4pri?i^ i^*^^ . British 
G^^y^p^ineii^t., ^41tl}oij^^co;nsi^eral3>le evidence pf 
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the progress of moml improvemeDt is to be seen, 
I admit that the course of justice wheaever it has 
been impeded is due to tlve peouliarities in the 
i«iiate qbaractelri of my countrymen; .therefore, for 
the acts of oppressiom recorded in these pages, the 
Sarkdt hakddir is not to blame, for there i» not 
a cdmntry, be it the most civilized, whe4»e ,the 
agency employed do not sometirates: exceed the 
exercise of the powers conferred by law — ^the dif- 
ference beinig that under our native sovereigns, 
people <?omiiritted acts of oppression with an im-f 
BftUttity /which set authority at defiance^ whilst 
under the Sarkdr bahddur^ the meanest wretch 
can have his complaint heard and the oppressor 
speedily mleets with condign puAisbment; Uiiiler 
otnr former sovereigns, the ryots dreaded the hukam 
(authorities) who governed the country and would 
Hot approach them to have grievances redressed, 
whilst under the Sarahdr bahddur, the very zeal 
and uprigbtness of the Ingrezi hukam (English 
authorities), have in a great measure been the 
means of redressing wrongs and irregularities 
a^ipng ourselves., I would state that I do not 
feel any compunction in the publication of this 
book, as I would have otherwise felt had the 
dramatis personce been still connected with this 
great department ; some have resigned the service, 
whilst others, who were either in the department 
or in no way connected with it, have " gone to 
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that bourne from whence no traveller retumeth." 
Some passages are excerpted from two or three 
authors, but as I omitted recording their names 
at the time, I was afterwards unable to supply the 
deficiency. My humblebrochure, is simply de- 
signed to make many " little things" known 
to young and inexperienced officers,, who select 
the Police as a profession ; to such gentlemen 
I quote the Latin proverb, * Id ego jam nunc 
renwrido tibi vi sis sciens,*' which translated 
means, I repeat this caution to you that you may 
not act in ignorance, that is, that you may be oa 
your guard 

In conclusion, I would solicit the indulgence of 
the kind reader to any shortcomings, and should 
Uny one feel inclined to criticize what I have 
written, I would respectfully ask him to bear in 
mind that the author is a humble " Peeler," who 
has the honor to subscribe himself a loyal and 
staunch subject of the Sm^kdr bahddur, and most 
obedient servant of the public. 

MIYAN MITHU KHAN, 
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DISCLOSURES 

OF A 

CONSTABLE, 

ENROLLED UNDER THE POLICB ACT (No. 5) OF 1861. 



After an incessant toiling and plodding in the 
service of the Sarkdr Bahadur for several years, 
I was anxious to visit the village, where I first 
made my acquaintance with the world. Early in 
life, I had left the home of youth far behind, to 
be only as a pleasant memory kept ever green 
by surrounding contrasts. In former times tra- 
velling was included in the category of intense 
boredom, when people were of opinion that pub- 
lic roads were certainly contrived for the sole 
and express purpose of making beasts stumble 
and men swear ; but it is a pleasure now to ob- 
serve the tendency of Constables to gravitate 
towards home, and locomotive facilities have 
quickened the current. Besides, the present fur- 
lough rules are more favorable, than they were 
on the organization of the Police in 1861 ; for- 
merly, the obtainment of leave being considered 
by itself a sufficient boon, no pay was conceded, 
but now a Constable receives Rs. 3 per mensem ; 
and the accumulated allowance of four to six 
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months assists us in the defrayment of Railway 
fares to and from our homes. Having obtained a 
furlough of four months, I proceeded to my vil- 
lage, where, on arrival, I learnt that my father 
had accepted employment as Zil^ddr in the 
service of a cotton-merchant, who had constructed 
a bungalow and capacious godowns, and was re- 
siding near the village with his mem-adhiba (lady) 
and bdbds (children.) One day, the sdJiib Hosea 
Pilpilly, Esquire, whom the surrounding rustic 
population called Hoshydr Pilpilly sdhib, who 
was a very kind-hearted smd good-natured Ingrez, 
asked me to ©elate my experiences in the Police 
department ; at first, I felt diffident and reluctant 
in complying with the request, but as my good 
old father was equally anxious to learn " how his 
beloved son had fared," I gradually gained confi- 
dence, and with it ascendency over my feelings ; 
so bidding adieu to timidity and bashfulness, I 
communicated my intention to my father s kind 
and benevolent patron in the following words : — 

** Sdhib SahdduT, you are my bdp md (father 
and mother) and it would be rank ingratitude to 
disoblige yen after the numerous ad;s of kindness, 
which my faiAily have experienced at your honor- 
ed hands ; I have therefore come to intimate that 
I have placed my humble ** services «<t your dispo- 
sal " during the unexpired portion of my leave." 
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A day hg-yii^g b^e^ fixed upo^ ^ comi]oi,euQe, I 
attended regularly at the adhil^ bahddur's hovi^^, 
and as he was kii^d enough tP, traA^l^^te my, " D^, 
closures" ii^to ^Agl^sh, I lay theija b^o^ra^he pfllp^^^ 
jflid if they pa^$,e ^s mi^qh mu^D^ient, as thay did, 
tA nyr ^ather-ai ]peloye4 patron and family, J shall 
Ije apaply cQjnp^satpd foi^ my troujt)le. 

MIYAJI MITTHC' KHAN. 



CHAPTER I. 



PATERNAL ADVICE ON ENLISTMENT. 

My name is Miydn Mitthu ^han, and I am the 
son of SiySrid Khan, who had eaten the Kam- 
pini Bukddurs salt for forty years in the old 
Barqcinddzi Police, On the organization of the 
Constabulary Police in 1861, my father was com- 
pelled to resign the Sarkdv'a service and retire on 
a pension of Ss. 24-0 per annum. The pension 
papers, after being knocked about for a period of 
ten months from one SarkdH office to another, — 
my father had well nigh forgotten abouthispension, 
e^ hope deferred ^aketh tlie heart sick — a con- 
stable wa3 o?xe d^,y ^ent by the Ildqa Thdndddr 
to »^inon him to appear before the Police Su- 
pevintfifii^'^nt sdjiif), bahddur without delay. On 
arrival a,^ th^ Su(J4,e^ Station, the sdhib made 
over th^Q pension pj^per to my father, who, as i^ 
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customary with us, lifted the paper to his fore- 
head as a mark of respect, and then proceeded to 
the CoUectorate to draw the arrears of pension. 
He however availed himself of the opportunity to 
solicit from the Superintendent sdhib a situation 
for me in the New Constabulary Police, by stat- 
ing that having faithfully served the Sarkdr 
bahddur for forty years, he would find it a diffi- 
cult matter to make both ends meet on Rs. 2-0 a 
month, and that he had a son, a promising young 
man, who had received a tolerable education? 
whom he was willing to dedicate to the service of 
the Malika-d-muazzama (the Queen). The scf- 
hib commisseriating the state of aflfairs, appoint- 
ed me a Constable of the Srd grade on a month- 
ly salary of Rs. 5. My father remained one week 
with me, during which time he took me to the 
houses of his old friends in the Faujddri and 
Police departments. My countrymen like to be 
flattered, and on introducing me to each friend, my 
father always said that he commends " this slave'* 
to his paternal care. On the night previous to 
leaving me, my father gave the following advice : — 

" Miydn Mitthu my son, you see that I have 
done my duty towards you in procuring you a 
berth; the good old days of the barqanddzi 
Police are not in store for you, but nevertheless 
if you have your wits about you, there will 
be no difficulty in doubling your salary, espe- • 
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cially as you are to be attached to the Execii- 
tive Police in the Mofussil. Recollect one thing, 
when a person oflfers you one rupee, and you re- 
fuse to take it and demand two, you will most 
assuredly some day be detected, but if you willingly 
accept the money oflfered without pressing for more 
the giver will never split upon you, and you set 
detection at defiance. My hairs have turned grey 
in the service of the Sarkdr bahddur and I frankly 
tell you that I cannot recall to mind a single in- 
stance of a report having been made against me. 
If you remain in the good books of the oflficer in 
charge of the Police Station to which you may 
be attached, you will frequently have to accom- 
pany him in the investigation of cases, and of 
course you will receive your share of ' the Shuk' 
rdna — ^the Sarkdr bahddur calls it " illegal gra- 
tification," and the adhihdii bahddurdn term it 
riahwat^ (bribe) but, call it by any name, it can 
never be suppressed, though hanging be enacted the 
punishment, and as you gain experience in the 
department, you will find that your old father 
was correct. Sometimes, you will be sent to serve 
out summonses, for which you will receive two an- 
nas to one rupee according to the circumstances and 
status of the party summoned ; if a woman is 
summoned and she does not appear in public, you 
will be asked by her husband or other male rela- 
tive to report that the woman is absent from 
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Tiome, and f6r this act of kindness, ybn will re- 
beiv^ more than a rupee, sometimels five or teil. 
My son, b6 always faithful to your salt, tod re- 
collect that if in the course df your 'duty, you 
have tihpleasant things to do ; if you have to af- 
fect friendly acquiaintanceship with the 'man you 
ai'e hunting to the gjfllows ; if you 'are called up- 
'on to worm out chance clues to guilty secret^ in 
'the 'cairfel^sscdhfidence 'that grows otft of a fri^nd- 
'ly drft-dhkt ; if at times yoti have to stoo|) to stdts 
Vhi6h in <Jth^ iiien 'would he bi'ainded a^ sh^liie- 
iPul^ndti^estcherbtls-^ydti'knoi^ that you are d6- 
•iti^ your duty, and H-hsit society could iidt hold 
^6geth6r, 'uhless 'Some i^ucih nlen £ts yburself-^^ 
clear-beaded, "resolute, ahd uhsdnipulbtts in the 
perfdrmahcfe df tilipl^asarft wbrfc-^-W^re 'W'illing 
%'act a's watch-dogs ibr the 'protfectioli "df the 
"g^tieM fold, a.nd to the tefror of "savage and ma- 
rauding beasts. I shall leave for our native Vil- 
lage tomorrbw mbrtiing, and I hope you will pro- 
'fit by niy advice, land not bring disgrace on ybt(r 
aged p'arents." 

dHAfTER H 



MY FIRST VENTURE. 

'On arrival iat my thdnd, I paid my respects to 

the Thdndddr sdhib (officer in charge,) ihe Jama- 

ddr sdhib i. e, H6ad Constable, land the Piwidvjf 

'('muharrir or c\eT]s.). After two or threb day's. 
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I at once saw tdaat I must ingratiate myself into 
the good graces of the offioers, as advised by my 
father, — the two first-named were to be hu- 
moured, as they were entrusted with the investiga- 
tion of cases, and could select any of the Con- 
stables to aooompany them, and ihe last-named 
.officer had the distribution of waaxan^ts aad swar 
aoaonses forwarded by the sever,al Magistrate m^ 
Mbdn for execution .and service. Havii^ gome 
JtBowledge of the culinary art, one day I prepar- 
ed some puMo and fowl curry, and baqarkhdm 
ajid sfarda ,and took them in a borrowed lagai^ 
{diah) as a na^ar (present) to the Thdndddr 
^hib, who w9^*aPO-religionist. He wasextreme-^ 
iy gratified, -and as he wa^ going the following 
jnorning on an inv^estigation, he ordered the Dir 
wAwji to put me ^dow^ in the Daily J^iary, " on 
tduty with the Swbrlnspector, proceediifig to en- 
quire into a case of Infanticide, CTtown versus 
iZabardast Singh, Zamin^ddr!' On arrival at the 
iscene of the occuTrenpe, be ordered me to get his 
jmorning meal jceady by 11 A. M. jZabardast 
iSingh, with fear and trembling, approached the 
Xhdndda/r, whom h^ addressed as follows :— 

"Your slave having been informed that your 
august presence would throw lustre over the 
whole village, has a sheep, fowls, rice, wheaten 
flour, ghee, milk, curry ingredients, and other 
articles in readiness ; only let the huzur deign 
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to accept his humble slave's hospitality, and the 
things will at once be forthcoming." 

The Thdndddr putting on a menacing look, 
rejected the invitation with this remark, : — 

" The SarJcdr'a work is a matter of paramount 
consideration with me, and up to this day, I have 
never drank water from the well of an accused 
person's house, leave alone eating of things pro- 
vided by him." Simultaneously, he accepted the 
invitation of a rival Zammddr Mufdd Singh 
who had an ulterior object in Zabardast Singh's 
downfall. After taking his meal, the Thdndddr 
entered upon the investigation and ordered me 
to bring several persons whom he summoned as 
witnesses ; but as they wished to avoid appearing 
in a case in which one of their Zaminddrs, and a 
man like Zabardast Singh was implicated, I 
permitted them to purchase exemption at four an- 
nas per head, or Rs. 3-0 in the aggregate. It was, 
however, necessary that I should be accompanied 
by some witnesses, or I would most assuredly in- 
cur the Thdndddr' s displeasure in this my first 
venture. I therefore took six men whom Mufsid 
Khan had privately named, and the same num- 
ber of chamdr women, neighbours of the village 
midwife. On presenting the dozen witnesses, I 
reported that the others were absent from their 
houses. An hour after, the Thdndddr called me 
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aside, saying, " Miydn Mitthu I already detect in 
yoTi qualifications of being a first class policeman, 
and I am quite confident that in two or three 
years, you will obtain the post of Jamaddr, 
Now,*' continued he, " this letter, I wish you to 
take to the Sudder Station, and to deliver per- 
sonally to my cousin, Mirzd Ulti-akl Beg, who, you 
are aware, is parwdna-navis in the office of the 
SupeHntendent sdhib bahddur. Mind, that you 
deliver it into the hands of the Mirzd sdhib him- 
self and no body else sees it." As the missive 
was closed with the concrete juice, exuding 
through the bark of some village tree posses- 
sing a viscous quality, I was enabled by the appli- 
cation of a little moisture to open it and devour 
the contents. The letter, omitting compliments, 
ran as follows : — 

" You are aware that the body of the infant 
daughter of Zabardast Singh of Mauza Jhuthp^r 
has been sent in for the Ddkdar sdhib bahddur 
to hold a post-mortem examination ; kindly let 
me know by return of bearer what the medical 
opinion is." 

After Mirzd UltUakl Beg had made the neces- 
sary enquiries in the office, he wrote the follow- 
ing letter : — 

" The Ddkdar sdhib bahddur is of opinion that 
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the infant died a natural, dfeatb, and. there is no 
reason' whatever to sQjspect tlie employment ofv 
foul play." 

Of course, I learnt the'contentsi of^this letter, as 
I- had done of the other; On delivering it, the Thd-- 
ndddr tookout a Charge Sheet A^ag^Aa A;, used 
by the Police in forwarding defendants to take 
their trial, and then putting on a serious face, he 
informed Zabardast^ Singh that he was to be 
chullaned' on a charge of murder, and his mother 
and Musamdt Farebi chamdrin, village mid- 
wife, as abettors. On hearing, this, Zaba^^dast' 
Singh grew very pale and failing down at< the 
mhdndddr^fi'ieet, begged that his abru (honor) 
might be savod: After negooiatioais had been gc^ 
ing on for upwards of tWo hours, the Thdndddr 
pretended to relent, and he told Zabardast 
Singh that his worst enemy could not charge him 
with being hard even upon a chamdr, much less 
upon men of Ziibardast Singh's status. It was, 
however; eventually^ settled that if the Thdnd- 
ddr letofF the "culprit," a present of Rs. 200 
would be given. This, my readers will observe, 
was an easy matter — the Ddkdar sdkib having 
given his opinion that the infant died a natural 
death. T!he Thdndddr pocketted Rs. 175, divi- 
ding the balance between myself and three other 
Constables who accompanied him — one rupee was 
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given to the OoraiL ifnfsid Singh got awfully 
enraged, but the Thdndddr told him to come 
to the thdnd where he would explain matters. 
At dusk, he presented himself at the Thdndddr' 8 
private residence, a stoneV throw from the thd- 
nd ; and having shown him. iArzd Ulti-akl Beg' a 
letter^ he cooBoled him with the following words 
"You. see friend that there was no alternative 
bttit-to let your rival off this time ; however, we 
will get him some other time into our^clutcheB." 
Then, giving Muf3id Singh, as it were, a side- 
staby the Thdndddr- added, " Further, I am do- 
ing yon an act of kindness, for which you should 
b6> grateful; because after the Bdkdar sdhib'a opi- 
nion, would not the hd\im say that your witnes- 
ses,* who were ready to swear to the fact of the 
murder, were suborned meny and would he not 
have beengustified in conimitting them for trial 
under a charge of perjury^?-' Mufsid Singh 
replying, " True king," quietly returned to his 
village; 

The superior, officers, of the Police hardly knaw 
how detrimeutal it is to Police interests to have 
re^latives of the Executive officers, employed in 
the Sudder office ; everything occurring there in 
the day time is regularly ehironicled and- wiifted. 
to Police Stations, for the information oL rela* 
tivfls, by the evenings 
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CHAPTER m. 



PALM-GBEASING. 

As I bad, on the recommendation of the Thd- 
ndddr, attracted the attention of the Visiting 
Inspector of the Circle, my name was entered on 
the list of " good detectives," and therefore my 
services were temporarily placed at the disposal 
of a City Thdndddr, in whose jurisdiction petty 
burglaries and Ijhefts were pretty rife. Here I 
found that Section 34 of the Police Act and the 
Gambling Act were in force, which was not the 
case, excepting Section 13 of the latter enact- 
ment, in the Mofusdl thdnd to which I was 
permanently attached. Regarding the former 
law, the City Thdndddr had been severely vdg- 
ged by the Magistrate . sdhib for permitting his 
ildqa mohallas to remain in a dirty state, and 
he was threatened with reduction if improve- 
ment were not perceptible within a fortnight. 
The consequence of such an order was that the 
Thdndddr issued strict orders to his subor- 
dinates to arrest every infringer of Section 34, 
without respecting sex or position. Constables 
saw at once that a good harvest was in store if 
they only knew how to manage it. During the 
time I was on duty, I kept a careful watch and 
arrested several persons, whom I set free on re- 



y Google 



( 13 ) 

ceiving from two to four annas per head. The 
inJEringers of Section 34? gladly remunerated us 
as they were aware of the inconvenience they 
would be subjected to in attending Court, whilst 
by paying Constables a few annas, they escaped 
trouble and annoyance. As people are generally 
seized between the hours of 4? A M., and 7 A. M., 
a Magistrate of the 3rd Class holding his Court 
for one hour, say between 7-30 and 8-30 A. M., 
would be the means of saving many a poor man's 
pice — the general impression is that besides the 
fine, the infringer s lota will be confiscated, and 
it is this belief which brings them ^ to book." 
One morning, a Constable met a respectable Za- 
minddr on a showy horse coming to the City to 
consult a vakil in a Civil Court suit, sitb-judice. 
Having casually met a friend, he remained on his 
horse to speak to him, and whilst engaged in 
conversation, the animal began to dung; the 
Constable considered this a fitting opportunity 
for the exhibition of his " brief authority," so 
pouncing upon his prey, demanded in an impera- 
tive tone, as to whether he had heard the recent 
orders of the Jchoddwand niydmat jandb Sahib 
Magistrate bahddur daim ikbdl-ahu, regarding 
cleanliness." The Constable saw that he had to 
deal with a rustic idiot, as the man jumped off 
his horse and addressed him as Babu adhib. 
The Constable pretended not to listen to his en- 
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treaties, aiuiir^WQ^d.liiiiiieHi^r tQ rew)v^;tbet, 
dxingi ori aqcoos^pany. hiiQ ta tk^ Jhrnf^d,, to b^. 
dealt with,, ap^ordtagc t^ lawy -wbicli . tl^reat the 
Z^minddr a^pociat^d with som^ awful calapiity . 
pending over his iie^. Thefrien4, with.whQi^.he. 
was engaged iia converssbtioa, b^iijg a ,Oity iifli!9.i?v. 
a(Jyisad\hiiil, "to /purchase thj^ Conslbable's friend^ 
ship," ashe called i H ; so taking out Rs. 5 from .. 
his kdmdrbd/iitd (waisjb-cloth,) h^e slipped tli^ 
money into the Constable's haftd ; after this, tbe- 
^iammtiJ^r was permitted to go on his way rejoic- 
iug.. I must stat^ that the friend at. first wished 
to bully but he was^tojd that he would be charged, 
with " obstructipg. a Police, Oflficer in the execu- 
tion of his duty;" this threat, at once brought 
him to his senses. 

Regarding the Gambling Act, some Constables 
enter into stipulations with owners of Gambling 
houses ; the conditions are that for a fixed sum 
agreed upon, gambling will be permitted to bei 
carried on at stated times and for a certain num^ 
ber of hours within their beats. By this meansj 
Constables earn from eight annas to Rs. 2-0 per 
diem. The only method to suppress- gambling * 
wjould be to give the Police laying information, a 
inoiety of the fines, as is done iii the Abkaree 
and Ex<?i8e depai'tments, and then gambling would 
in some degree be put down. Not until then ; 
the Sarkctr^bafiddUv cannot expect Aryan human^. 
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ity on- E«i.6-0 to 7*<>peiriBe(nsem,whhf©uraiBms 
deducted monthly, And . uniforms t©^ <lye and re-- 
gulation shoes to pay for, to be bribe-proof, espe- 
cially when they have half a dozen mouths to 
feed, and there is • no other source to recouperate 
their pookets. With grain, selling' ate 10 to 14 > 
seers per rupee, and having to purchase edibles* 
at high ratesi there are hundreds of i Oonstables, 
who, if they were to-depead on their salaries, could 
not remit to their families' more than Ra^l2r0 to 
1-5-0 per annum, and what is that^insignifioant sum 
amongst so many hungry. mouths at home? Be- 
sideSi Constables must; " marry and give in marri-^ 
age," and there are. othw domestic taxes to be 
borne ; are these the mten to resist temptation V- 
Qn an opportunity occurring; does any one expect i 
them to close their hands ? The fact. is that so long 
as there will be givers, theaimy of takers can never 
be diminishedi In the good old days of the Bar^ • 
qunddzi Police, my father who was a Barqmuidz • 
sported a pony and remitted to hisifamily about Rs; 
250:^0 per , annum ; at, present, with the utmost 
praetice of economy, one-tenth of tha/fc stim is the 
annual average. Although I have admitted that 
bribery is still extant, and education ^lone will not 
eradicauteit^ yetevery body knows that it does not 
eitist tosucha-degreeas formerly ; asfortorture, itis 
very rarely resorted.to^ and Lmay confidently assert 
that it may be reckoned. as^a- thing, of the past. 
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I shall conclude this chapter with the follow- 
ing a/pro'poa and relevant remarks : 

In what department of the state I ask, does not 
palm-greasing exist ? Even the sweepers of the 
Ohungi privies take money. One of them 
adopted the following plan : — Under some Muni- 
cipalities privies are constructed for a restricted 
number ; consequently, in the morning may be 
seen from 20 to 30 individuals waiting outside. 
As the inside people come out, the sweeper in 
charge directs others to take their places, taking 
care to indicate the privy which is the dirtiest of 
all. The first step shows 'the man entering in, 
that it is impossible to sit there. The sweeper 
coolly tells him that he cannot help it, and that 
if he were vested with power, he would compel 
the man to go in, but if not so inclined, the fields 
are at his disposal. The man, of course, prefers the 
payment of one anna to that of eight to sixteen 
times that amount by way of fine, to say nothing 
of the trouble and inconvenience in attending 
Court. On receipt of the bakhahiah, (gift,) the 
sweeper cleans out the place, but as one anna 
per day is a heavy tax, an arrangement is made to 
pay a certain amount per month for a clean pri- 
vy. A better plan would be to have moveable 
privies partitioned off; the sweeper should be 
made to dig small holes which could be covered 
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in with the excavated earth ; and the privy, after 
a week, removed to another adjacent spot. This 
plan would be trebly useful, as it would be the 
means of manuring the land, ensuring greater 
cleanliness, and putting a stop to extortion. 

CHAPTER IV. 



MURDER WILL OUT. 

I was once ordered by my Thdndddr to find a 
clue in an aggravated case of murder, the parti- 
culars of which were as follows : — 

There lived in a retired lane in the City an 
old woman, who was considered by her neigh- 
bours to possess a little money. She had no re- 
latives, except a grandson, a young man, just past 
his teens. One morning the neighbours found 
the old woman's house closed from inside, and 
missed her as usual moving about. They com- 
municated their fears to the beat Constable, 
which resulted in the arrival of the Thdndddr, 
a Jamaddr, and half a dozen Constables, at the 
scene of the occurrence. The grandson was sent 
for, and the door of the house forced open in his 
presence. On entering, they found that the old 
woman's throat had been cut from ear to ear, and 
she lay weltering in her own blood. The scape- 
grace of a grandson commenced an uproarious 
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latnentarfAon, which, in spite of the consolation 
we gav-e him, ihe continued fully for two hours, 
and refused to be coonforted. We thought his 
*oond<uct to be very affectionate, aaid withal natu- 
ral, especially wftien the neighbours testified as 
to how readily the old woman overlooked his 
faults, and unhesitatingly supplied his wants. 
No body after such tm -outburst of filial love 
would have suspected him ; but, a@ the Thdndddr 
was taking -an inventory of the estate, I observed 
in the young-man's manner of indicating the ideai- 
tical nooks where the old woman concealed ihex 
Jewellery and cash, that he must have had fore- 
dsnowledge. As each indicated spot iv^as excavated 
■And the property BOt forthcoming, he remarked 
that such and such an article was secreted there. 
I 'Communicated my doubts to the Thdndddr, 
who asked me whether I were a fodl or a madman ? 
r Simultaneously, he interrogatively remarked, what 
possible object could he have in murdering his 
own grandmotilier, as in the course of events, be- 
ing her heir, J>e would have succeeded to the pro- 
perty ; and besides, as she was past 80, must he ncrt 
rhave known that she was not long destined for this 
world ? Further, Miydn Mitthu Khcm, is it a matter 
of surprize that the old woman should have con- 
fided to her grandson's keepingthe places whereshe 
concealed her property ? I, however, codldnot in- 
cline myself to the Thd/ndddr'e mode of argument; 
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in isuct, I oould not argue myself to the belief of her 
placing confidence in such a spendthrift and gam- 
bler, though an 4ieir, •consequently I temaimed a 
passive spectator of the invest^atiOiD. Shortly 
affter, with other Constables, 1 was deputed to 
fed a clue, when I learnt that ihe grandson had 
a <50injWtnion, lind that both were notorious gam- 
blerfe. I theti proceeded to trace out their favo- 
-rhe hatmtts, aind diecorvered that a week ago ijh^ 
had both loi^ at it 'gaming ftable to the ttfne of 
ffe. 150, which sum thoy prcrmised to "pay in two 
•^ three days, and had to that ^iFect jointly sign- 
■ed h. (Prcttnisbry Note, in favor df one BafarnizA" 
da Khan, a notorious gamble. My informant 
%as ^n old 'enemy of iffaram^da Mfuin, and 
a tpromised reward of two rupees was suflScient 
feducemetft for him to diiBclosie the above infor- 
ination, which I communicated to the Thdndddr 
-with a request that the man*s house be at once 
searched. He 'readily complied, and after consid- 
erable trouble, our iefForts were eventually sue-, 
cessful by the discovery of the identical Promis- 
sory Note in a niche in one of 'the inner waits. 
Hiirarmdda khan tried to prevaricate and plead- 
ed thut the money was advanced on the under- 
standing, it was required to defray the expenses ^f 
marriage. Both young men were at once arrest, 
ed ; the Thdndddr pretended to treat them in a 
yef^' kind inanner^ and adtually seiit for two^eera 
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of sweetmeats for their forenoon meal. As they 
were engaged in eating, they asked for a drink of 
water, and the Thdndddr jestingly told them that 
water would spoil their appetites ; at the same 
time, he ordered me to direct some Hindoo to 
fetch water, but not until he had given me a writ- 
ten memorandum requesting that I would not have 
the water brought unless he winked at me. When 
they had finished eating, I got a Hindoo to bring 
the water, which the Thdndddr ordered to be 
thrown away, and plainly told them that not a 
drop of water would go down their " infamous 
throats " until they confessed as to what they 
had done with the old woman's property, which 
amounted to Rs. 300 in jewellery and Rs. 200 in 
cash. This kind of torture I had never before 
witnessed, and from the wry faces they made and 
the turns and twists of their bodies, I could ima- 
gine the excruciating pains they internally suffer- 
ed. At last, one of them exclaimed, "Ldrogha 
edhib, this is more than human nature can bear, 
and had I known your intention, you would not 
have got me to touch one sweetmeat; he then 
begged of the Thdndddr to accompany him, and 
be would indicate the spot where the property 
had been concealed. Each defendant was placed 
between two Constables, whilst the Thdndddr 
brought up the rear guard. True to his word, 
he pointed out the spot, which having been exca- 
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vated in the presence of six respectable witnesses, 
the entire property was recovered. When brought 
before the Magistrate, they both confessed their 
guilt, and the grandson added that gambling and 
bad companions had led him to the gallows ; at 
the same time he exonerated his friend from 
blame, saying that as he was the primary instiga- 
tor, he alone should be made to bear the punish- 
ment. The Judge however, thought otherwise, 
and sentenced them to capital punishment, which 
Was confirmed by the Provincial High Court. 
My readers will be anxious to learn how I fa,red 
in this case. I have no objection in satisfying 
their curiosity. To work out a case like this, the 
Police have to visit scores of villages in search of 
a clue ; and this being a heinous oflfence, people 
knew, although perfectly innocent, that they 
would be subjected to much vexation in being 
" taken up" and having their houses searched. 
To avoid all this, they " willingly" (?) came forward 
with shukrdna, (gifts.) The Thdndddr's share 
amounted to Rs. 75, the Jamaddr received Rs. 
25, and each Constable Rs. 5. Besides the de- 
partmental recommendation for "good detective 
ability " increased the Thdndddr's share by Rs. 
25, the Jemadar's by Rs. 10, and each Consta- 
bles by Rs. 5. But as is invariably the case, the 
Thdndddr sent in his special Diary and took all 
the kudos to himself ; he related all the Janjft- 
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ehdni (trouble) he, hs^ uB^dergoiie, without; p^*. 
tionwg one word iu peor Miydh^ Mitthu Khan*A 
J»r^ig^, who ha4 ^yen him the first clue. Such un- 
just behaviour disheartens the poor Constahlea, 
who have no "ji" ift fjo-'Ogerating with tii^se ^n^ 
truthful offioers^ Hq paight h^ve put in ^ kij^^ 
word in my beih^lfi vbich woiiki. haw obtained 
for me at les^st a double reward ; but this he 
would not do, e^s it would have be,en the n^eaqs 
of detr?wting fv(m his own acts of bahddurdom, 
(greatness.) I was advised by ijay friei^ds to in-» 
form the Superintenchnt adhib, but I kneiy that 
it would have been useless to do so, as the Thd-. 
nddd/r had taken the precaution to wait upoA the 
gdhib and to give a veybal relatioi^ of the whoje 
affair. Besides, I would have been a marked 
jqaan, so I considered it more prudent to rem^^n 
quiet, than run the risk of losing my shs^re of 
the "loaves and fishes" in other cases, ^fy read- 
ers will have perceived hpw we pick up s^U m£^p- 
ner of information in a promiscuous way, littl^ 
bits that will seem nothing at all till jov^ put 
them together, an4 begin at the begii^nipg apd 
read them off the right way, 
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CHAPTER V. 

AN ESCAPED MUBDERER. 

One afternoon I was on duty at my beat, vrhen 
a bnrly Majp^t, plump as a dumpling, accompa- 
nied by four or five stalwart men, assaulted a 
wealthy, but hypertrophied swag-bellied mahdjan. 
One hard blow on the head cracked the mahdjan^a 
head and laid him dead at his feet. I was the 
only individual who witnessed the crime ; so ask- 
ing some neighbours to stand by the body until 
assistance was obtained, I proceeded to the thdnd 
and made the following report :— 

At 3 P. M., Fareb Singh accompanied by 4 or 
5 men, whom I could not recognize, murdered 
Motdbaddan Ldl mahdjan. Soon after the per- 
petration of the crime they absconded, and to 
my knowledge no other person witnessed the 
deed. 

The Thdndddr, accompanied hj the usual num- 
ber of Constables, took up the investigation ; an 
inquest was held, and on my sole testimony, 
Fareb Singh was declared to be the murderer. 
Constables were sent in all directions to search 
for him, whilst neighbouring Thdndddra were re- 
quested to be on the qui vive. Enquiry having 
T)een made at the accused's house, the women in- 
diflferently asserted that Fareb Singh had not 
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been at his home for the last 3 or 4 days; the 
Thdndddr looking suspiciously at me enquired 
whether it were not possible that my eyes had 
deceived me ? In reply, I said that " I saw Fareb 
Singh as I now see you." The Thdndddr argued 
somewhat in this strain ; if the crime had been 
perpetrated by some hungry fellow, the murderer 
would have stripped even one article of jewellery 
from his victim's body. No ! the deed had doubt- 
less been done by some savage wretch, hardened 
by a long life of crime, preying, like a wild beast 
upon his fellow-men. Such murders are commit- 
ted in the world, and I know it from my own ex- 
perience. Blood has been shed for the sake of 
something so insignificant, that it has been diffi- 
cult for men to believe that one human being 
could destroy another for such an object. I think 
Miydn Mitthu Khan must have been either la- 
bouring under some ocular deception, or he has 
been bribed by some one to lay the blame on 
Fareb Singh, The dead mahdjan will of course 
be a feast for the river fishes : there is little hope 
that the mystery of his fate will ever be fathom- 
ed by human intelligence. On the other hand, 
the murderer resorted to a very artful dodge. 
Soon after the murder, he made his way to a 
neighbouring district, and at 8 P. M. on the same 
day, he had the following entry inserted in the 
Daily Diary of the Barvdvat Police Station : — 
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"Jdl and Dagtid and Kappat and Ohdldnki 
ahirs, together with twenty respectable ryots of 
Atauza Be-imdnpur, accompanied by Kdradzi 
ehaTThdr gorait of the village, came and reported 
that 4 days ago Fareb Singh arrived from Jungi- 
pur, and since then has been oppressing them, 
and that now he has carried his oppression to 
that degree of defiance, that at 2 P. M., after as-p 
saulting Jdl ahir, he forcibly carried away a pair 
of bullocks valued at Rs. 32; that marks are 
visible on the back and other parts of the body; 
The complainants pray for redress." 

" The Thdnaddr of Bandvat Station took up the 
enquiry, which resulted in Fareb Singh's being 
sent up for trial. The case qame on foj hearing 
before Abel Goiteasy, Esquire, Joint Magistrate, 
and in Court Fardx Singh made a trumpei:y de^ 
fence as follows :— 

The complainants are his ryots and refuse to 
pay their rents ; that whenever he demands his 
just dues, they put him off from day to day, and 
as the Sarkdri mdiguzdri (Govemn;^ent revenue) 
will have to be paid within a week, he went to 
the village at 2 p. M. and begged of them to Uqui-^ 
date their rents ; instead of doing so, some man 
with whose name he is not acquainted, but is able 
to recogniase his features, if confronted with th^ 
B 
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villagers, seizied J6l ahir*$ pair of oxen and tied 
them at bi^; ohhaoni for the purpose of strength* 
em&g l3ie case ^mmi him; that being prp- 
Toked, ie g^e Jdl^hir ow or two W^ws with 3^ 
«hoQ-^ 

Mr. Ooiteasy considered the charge ftiUy proved 
and fined Fareb Singhin the sum of Rs. 51, the 
extra rupee being imposed to give tiie accused, 
if he considered himsdf aggrieved, an opportu* 
nity of appealing to a higher tribunal. Fareb 
Singh took a copy of the proceedings and lodged 
an appeal before the Session Judge, Wisdom 
Probity, Esquire, who confirmed the decision of 
the lower tribunal. Armed with c(^ies of l>otli 
officers' decisions, Fareb Singh bravely returned 
to his home in Jungipur, and walked about the 
Toads with an immunity as if he set the Police 
at defiance. Shortly after his arrival, he was ar- 
rested on a charge of murder, and when brought 
to the ^idnd, he pleaded an aliH, but refused 
to nam^ his witneeises. The Thdndddr having 
sent him up for trial, I was called upon to give 
my evidence, and never before was I made such a 
fool of as in l^is instanoe. At the Faujddrf Court, 
taking out from his waist attested copies on 
Stamp papOT of the Joii^t Magiptmte and Judge's 
decisions, and laying them before the Magistrate, 
Far^ Sing^ made the following defence : — 



y Google 



( 27 ) 

"The Police are well-knowa to the kuztir for 
trumping up charges against innocent persons 
whenever unable to find a clue ; your slave was 
in Zillah Bhdgnapur at the time of the occur- 
rence of the murder, and do sdhiba/n, dono 
Ingrez, (two gentlemen, both English officers) 
have already found him guilty of an assault and 
fined him Rs. 51. The Police are seemingly obli- 
vious of the fact that by charging him with the 
oflFence, they admit he has the power of ubiquity. 
He seeks for justice at the huziir's hands, and 
begs that Miyan MitthA Khan be punished for 
telling such infamous lies, and trying to deceive 
even the Mlcim!' 

My feelings may better be imagined than de- 
scribed. The Magistrate recorded the acquital of 
the accused, and directed the Police to look out 
for the " real culprit." I was not punished as 
suggested by Fareb Singh, — the Magistrate 
having remarked that I must have been laboring 
under an optical delusion, and therefore errone- 
ously took Fareb Singh for some other man^ 
owing to a similarity of features. In this case, 
the thdnd officers did not get a pice, but the 
Constables deputed to summon certain bad 
characters, whom the Thdndddr wished to ex- 
amine, got Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 each. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE OLD FAKfR. 

It is frequently in petty cases that Constables 
receive the most "bakshish*' One night at 
about 9 o'clock, an old Mahomedan Fakir came 
to my thdnd, and reported that the villagers of 
Mauza SikchUlipur were always molesting 
him, and that on account of their annoyances, he 
was unable to proceed on the Shdh-rah (Queen's 
highway,) and begs that a Constable be sent with 
him to warn them. As the Thdndddr was a 
co-religionist of the fakir's and wished to show 
him kindness, he readily complied with the re- 
quest and deputed me to accompany him. En 
route to the village, which was two miles distant 
from the thdnd, the aged fakir informed me 
that as there were eight or ten men present at 
the thdnd, he did not like to enter into details 
and raise a laugh at his expense, he therefore con- 
fined his report to a statement of having been 
molested. The real particulars, said he, were as 
follows : — 

I arrived at the village of SikchUlipur past 
7 P. M., and as I wished to attend a call of nature, 
I requested some boys who were playing under a 
tope of trees to get me some water and thus earn 
an old man's blessing. Within five minutes one 
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of the lads brought me a lotah which he placed in 
my hand, and after taking my blessing, he scamp- 
ered ofif in the direction where his companions 
were playing. I went out to a neighbouring 
field, and picture to yourself, MiydH Mitthu Khcm, 
the sad predicament in which these unruly boys 
placed me ! Horror of horrors ! the lotah, instead 
of water, contained thick Castor oil. Shortly 
after, I heard them indulging in a hearty laugh at 
my expense ; but fortunately recalling to mind 
the saying of one of our philosophers, viz, " In 
the time of necessity, even call a donkey, father," 
I curbed my temper, and instead of giving vent 
to my passion, I implored of them to extricate 
me. After several hearty bursts of cachinatiouy 
one of these sons of Shaitdn, more humanely in- 
clined than the rest, brought me a lotah of water^ 
which, as a burnt child dreads the fire, I took the 
precaution this time to examine. These practi- 
cal jokes, my friend, may well be played on young 
persons, but are out of place with men of my 
age, for if these lads had no respect for my silvery 
locks, they might at least have evinced venera- 
tion for my sacred calling." 

I candidly admit that it was with difficulty I 
restrained from laughter, though I considered it 
\ favorable opportunity to make a penny out of 
the relatives of the boys. Assuming therefore a 
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serious countenance, I ordered the gofait of the 
village, in an imperative and authoritatite tone, 
to produce every boy in the village of SikohU^ 
lipuritom the age of 6 years to 16, in order 
that they may be dealt with according to law. This 
had the desired eflfect ; as, shortly after, I saw the 
headmen of the village coming in the direction 
where I had " erected my ijlaas'* (Court). One 
df them, acting as spokesman, said in a coaxing 
tone that Mauza SikchUlipur had been al-* 
way's renowned for its hospitality to strangers, 
and that as I had " condescended " to pay them 
^ visit, he, in behalf of himself and his brother 
ZamtnddrB, hegged of the ^' Khcm sahib** (how 
elevated I felt no words of mtine cm ade*» 
qtiately e*pr€)ss,) to partake of the midday meal 
At his ^rr(b^khdnd (a polite way of speaking 
©f one's hoitfee ; literally poot house). Briefly 
thanking him for the invitation, I remarked that 
Am of all the "business of the Sarhdr** must be 
Settled. I spoke in such an emphatic tone^ so ad 
to impress them with the idea that the fate of 
their village rested in my hjUids. The spokes-, 
man changed his tactics, observing that ^* Khan 
sdhib " was once himself a boy, and is probably 
blessed with five or sii boys, and that his eatn^ 
est wish is that the Khan sdhib' 8 wife may yet pre- 
sent her lord with 70 boys. I could not help 
pitying my poor wife if this seemingly kind wish 
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were really fulfilled, and I mentally thoiight of 
the awful calamity which would befal us were 
one quarter of the prayer to be accomplished^ 
However they subscribed Rs. 25 among them^ 
selves, and presented the money for my kind 
acceptance. I readily accepted the present, and 
simultaneously the invitation to the midday melbL 
By evening I returned to the thdnd and reported 
the boyish freak and of my having enjoined^ 
on the fathers of the delinquent lads> the duty 
they owe to their offspring in teaching them to 
pay respect to old age, especiaUy to those who 
had i^hut themselves out from the world. On 
my mentioning the nature of the trick pta^tbed 
on the old man, the officers and Constables join- 
ed in ^ hearty lai^ at the aged fakir's ex- 
p^ise ; luckily, he Was not present, or most as- 
suredly he would have levelled the phials of his 
wrath on our ungodly heads. 

CHAPTER VII. 



A GOOD HAUL. 

A heavy case of dacoity was reported at the 
thdnd to which I was attached. The complain- 
ant suspected a notorious bad character, Jalad 
hhur, to be the ringleader, and even went so far 
as to assert that, among 12 to 15 men who com- 
posed the gang, he recognised the man's voice. 
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From the complainant we further learnt that some 
of the perpetrators had chalked whilst others 
had blackened theii faces ; that the complain- 
ant and his brother-in-law had, by means of a 
back entrance, stealthily escaped, and they ad- 
mitted having acted so ungallantly as to leave an 
old woman, four young women, and six children 
to the tender mercies of the ruffian gang. On 
entering the house, the dacoits seized the old 
woman, and applying a flaming torch to various 
parts of her body, demanded her assistance to 
indicate the spot where the valuables were con- 
cealed. She bravely bore up the scorching and 
resolutely pleaded ignorance; but the dacoits 
having threatened to apply the flame to her eyes, 
the frightened old dame succumbed and pointed 
out a hollow pillar, where the grain was usually 
kept, as the place where the property was secret- 
ed. The pillar, (kootUd) being of capacious di- 
mensions, one of the dacoits, more desparate than 
the rest of the gang, volunteered to descend, 
they having previously decided that by demol- 
ishing it, too much time would be taken up. 
The dacoit who had gone down the pillar, hand- 
ed to his fellows each article of jewellery he found, 
and which they secured in a leather bag in their 
possession. The two men of the family who had 
so ignonimously escaped, did not however permit 
the grass to grow under their feet, and they sue- 
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ceeded in rousing the village people from their 
midnight slumber. I am afraid that my readers 
would not like to hear of the scraps of ribald lan- 
guage the villagers used as they were coming, 
of the volleys of profane oaths they fired against 
the dacoits, or of the frantic manner in which 
they howled and roared as they rushed into the 
house. The entire body of the dacoits, except 
the man who went down the pillar, escaped with 
jewellery valued at Rs. 1,000. The dacoit had 
found it easy enough to descend, but it was no 
easy matter to ascend, and the old woman, when 
she perceived that aid was at hand, had the pre- 
sence of mind to lay hold of the upper stone of 
a large hand-mill, aad with the assistance of the 
younger women place it at the mouth of the pil- 
lar. Within the pillar, the dacoit was securely 
imprisoned and the women stood as sentries. 
Although he testified his disapproval of the con- 
finement by continuous wailings and cryings, the 
women jestingly told him that in contrast to an 
hour ago, he was certainly in no very dignified 
condition, and that a remembrance of the cruel- 
ties was sufficiently strong to make up for any 
transient lapse of attention on the part of his 
recently suflfering hosts. On the arrival of the 
villagers, the dacoit was taken out and would 
have been summarily dealt with according to 
Lynch. law, especially when the old woman began 
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to recount her sufferings, but the wiser m^n 
among them ruled it more prudent to hand him 
over to the Police. One of the village sages re^ 
minded the company of what a philosopher ha<j 
enjoined, viz., that people should make no Vowff 
of enmity while they are smarting with a sensed 
of cruelty or wrong, because pain speaki* witb 
little propriety. Early next moraing the Thd-^ 
ifidddr and his subordinates arrived at the scfen0 
of the dacoity. The arrested man requested tisf 
not to maltreat him and that he would williligly 
denounce his accomplices, who had acted in such 
a cowardly manner as to leave him in the lurch/ 
He accordiDgly named several men, but on their 
houses being searched not one article of the sto- 
len property was recovered. But the complain-* 
ant having suggested that the property might 
be concealed in the houses of the relatives and 
friends of the dacoits, nearly fifty other persons' 
houses were searched, though with the same re- 
sult. In a case like this when houses afe being 
searched right and left, and the rich and poor are 
equally suspected of being implicated in it, there 
are many who purchase exemption in conse- 
quence of the disgrace attending this part of 
Police procedure. The Thdndddr' a share amount- 
ed to Rs. 150, whilst each Constable received Rs^ 
18 ; or equivalent to three months' salary. The 
surested dacoit was sent up to the Session Court 
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and sentenced to 10 years' iranq)orta'tion beyond 
seas. As neither the men hot the women of tb§ 
house could recoghis^e the other dacolts, the Po- 
lice abstained from arrest, but they had to pay 
a certain sum to be allowed to "get oflfso easi- 
ly," which fiEUJt our cuilning Thdndddr was at 
considerable pains to impress upon them. The 
bhur whose voice the complainant thought he 
could reoogQize, was also apprehehded by order 
of the Thdndddr, but he swore to his presence 
at a village, 20 miles distant, on the night of the 
occurrence. As the Zarriinddr of the village had 
an interest in the bhur*^ freedom^ by reason of 
sharing in the spoils^ he got half a do^en witness- 
es to corroborate the man's story ; notwithstahd-* 
ing which, the Thdndddr said he was deter-r 
mined to *^ chullan*' him, Yive minutes quiet 
talk, however, witli the Zc^ptinddr induced the 
Thdndddr, for some latent re^on or other, to 
alter his determination^ 

CHAPTER VIII, 

A CASii OF CRiM CON; 

At midnight, a man of the KUnbi caste came 
to the thdnd Crying most lustily^ wringing his 
handsj beating his breast, tearing his hair, and 
showing other signs of despair. Some of the 
men said he was mad, whilst others were of opir 
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nion that it was more probable a great calamity 
had befallen the poor wretch. The Jemaddr 
spoke kindly and impressed upon him that if 
Police assistance were required, he should speak 
like a rational being and not be conducting him- 
self like a maniac escaped from Bedlam. Thus 
assured, the Kunbfs complaint was as follows : — 

" I have an only daughter who will attain her 
tenth year next Qudr, (corresponding with the 
English month of September,) and as customary 
with poor people, who have to earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow, my daughter went to 
the khet to look after our Indian com crop ; from 
there, the PutwdrPs son, aged 22 years, the vil- 
lanous son of a villanous father, decoyed her 
with honey-tongued promises of sweetmeats and 
fruits into a bushy part of an adjacent jungle, 
and injured my innocent and unsuspecting girl 
for life. The spot, the haramzaddh selected, un- 
fortunately afforded facile opportunity for the 
perpetration of the villain's devilish intention, 
but he little thought that I would be opportune- 
ly passing en route to a neighbouring village, and 
I candidly admit that it is fortunate for him he 
made himself scarce, or the putwdrt would at 
this moment have been lamenting the death of 
his only son. I seek for redress, which if I fail 
in getting, you may be rest assured ThAndddr 



y Google 



( S7 ) 

9dhib, that T shall sell the tiles off my house to 
take my revenge," 

The Thdndddr proceeded to the village, and 
I was one of the Constables who "ran before 
him " as his orderly. On arrival, my superior 
officer, who, like the generality of his country- 
men, always did every thing in bombastic style 
and with a show of power, held his Kutcherry in 
the Zaminddr's private pavilion, and from thence 
he issued his mandates to this Singh or that 
Khan. "The depositions" having been taken 
down, I may briefly record that the testimony of 
the girl was given in an artless and simple man- 
ner and the father s evidence was consistent, and 
actual facts altogether accorded with those rela- 
ted by his daughter. Other evidence was merely 
hear-say, but there remained the village midwife 
who having examined the girl, deposed to the 
fact of a rape having been committed. Paren- 
thetically I would observe that our pompous 
Thdndddr always called statements made to the 
Police by the high sounding name of izhdrs (de- 
positions,) and in fact, though illegal, they were 
so, as he invariably swore in the witnesses in a 
similar manner as is done by a Magistrate. Af- 
ter such damning evidence there was no alterna- 
tive, but to send up the young man for trial. 
The father of the defendant offered the Thdnd^ 
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(J4r the sum of Rs. 200 if hfe wouU record iu 
his special Diary that the girl had willingly 
agreed to the intercourse ; but in justice to " the 
pian/' I gl^-dly pjace on record that he at once 
^ejected the gjBfet with contempt. Finding hi» 
first suit unsuccessful, ihe father pleaded his 
status and thd services rendered by tim to the 
Sarkdr bahddur during the mutiny, and being 
under the impression that the hitch was th0 
want of evidence, he quietly whispered to the Thd^ ' 
ndddr, '^evidence I caii amply supply." The! 
Thdndddr unflinchingly adhering to his former 
resolution, the old patwdree theli begged that hd 
would still give the Rs. 200, if it was recorded 
that the young man was under the influence of 
liquor ; for added he, '' you, as well as the hukarrt 
(those in authority,) know that my caste fellows 
are addicted to liquor drinking/^ This, the Thdf 
ndddr consented to, after having ^ side glance at 
a bag containing the money, of which he would 
shortly be the possessor ; or to quote his own 
words, " My honored friend^ I am always very wil- 
ling to be of service to any one, when there is no 
fear of compromising niyself." After the conver- 
^tion, the paMdree proceeded in the direction of 
the village, and returned in half an hour accom- 
panied by a kalwdr and six other men. The kaJr- 
wdr deposed to havijig sold the patwdree a son, 
ifush^kore loll, a bottle of undiluted mowdk 
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liquor, which be drank in hie shop ; the other 
men deposed to having seen him in different stagers 
of intoxication ; that isj one saw him staggering^ 
& decoiid drying drunk^ and a third in an litter 
state of helplessness. One witness went so far as 
to st^te that he heard the ^oui^ man siiiging 
Bdraps of vile atid ribald songs ; after tliat hci 
raised himself tip and sat dryitig and sobbing in a 
maudlin tone, which to hear emanating from the 
son of a man^ who held a respectable position in 
rustic sodietyj was for more painful than the prcr 
vious ribaldry and cursing all belonging to him^ 
and thei'efore he (witness) naturally inferred that 
the young man must'have been drunk. The Thd^ 
ndddr received the mon^; out of which he 
pocketted Es. 1 50, and the balance was equally 
divided among the four Constables^^Rs* 2 being 
presented to the gofait But the patwdree little 
Reckoned what was in store for his son. The 
case came on for hearing before Mr. Joint Magis- 
trate Lookwell, whose decision ran as follows . — - 

"T^he hilwdr )iB^ deposed before me on oath 
that he sold a bottle of undiluted mowdh liquor 
to the defendant, who drank it in his shop. From 
the evidence it appears that the crime occurred 
exactly four hours after the defendant imbibed 
the liquor. If the kalwdr'a opinion, Dia,, that 
half a bottle of the liquor was sufficient to maktf 
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any one helplessly drunk, is to be relied on, tbe 
defendant, a young man, stated to be 22 years of 
age, unless he has the constitution of a horse, 
must have been within an hour intoxicated to 
such a degree, as to have made him incapable of 
stirring; indeed, one of the witnesses deposed 
to the defendant's utter state of helplessness, 
which statement it is difficult to reconcile with 
that of another witness who heard him singing 
scraps of vile and ribald songs, and after that 
raising himself up to cry and sob in a maudlin 
tone. Besides in my opinion, the plea of drunk- 
enness instead of extenuating the crime, aggra- 
vates it; I thereforeadjudge the defendant, Nu- 
ahakore Loll, to be guilty of the charge of rape 
on tbe person of Muasitmat Bholee, aged 10 
years, and direct that he be committed for trial 
to the Session Court" 

The trial came oflf before Jubilant Ironwill, 
Esquire, Session Judge, who sentenced Nusha' 
kore Loll to seven years' rigorous imprisonment. 
An appeal was made to the Provincial High 
Court, and was heard by Justice Turlupinadee, 
who confirmed the decision of the Session Judge. 

CHAPTER IX. 



A FORGEBY CASE. 

I was once entrusted with the execution of a 
warrant of arrest, issued by the Magistrate of the 
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District, against one Jhanad-dend pandey, a resi- 
dent of Mauza Ldchdr{pur, charged with Forgery. 
This man was in the habit of lending money on 
usurious interest to the ignorant rustic population, 
and numerous were the stories related of his rapa- 
city and oppression. But there is always a day of 
retribution for such characters, whose want of 
principle demoralizes many a weak mind. It is 
such men who corrupt the early simplicity of youth 
£«ad counteract every effort made to mature the 
virtues of those whom it infects. In Mauza Ld^ 
cMrfpwr there lived a man who rejoiced in the 
name of Oadhd ahir ; he was a striving agricultu- 
rist, besides, having a monthly income of about 
Rs. 60 from departmental pickings, extensive 
works being then in progress, and having a double 
marriage to perform, that is of a grandson and 
grand-daughter, he borrowed from the Pandey-ji 
the sum of Rs. 300 bearing interest at the high 
rate of one anna per mensem. But unfortunately, 
the Municipality at their next meeting had re- 
solved " that the Rdj-Mlstry's services be dispens- 
ed with, and a Sub-Engineer on a salary of Rs. 200 
•per mensem be engaged, as in the opinion of the 
Committee, the construction of such expensive 
buildings, which are at present in progress, should 
not be entrusted to a Native Mistry's supervi- 
sion." When Oadhd ahir learnt the Commit- 
tee's determination, his first thought turned 
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to the moneyJender, whose debt he resolved to 
liquidate, thongh it cost the members of hi^ 
household every article of jewellery they possessed, 
and therefore he called upon the mahctjan to 
furnish an account. The poor ahir's astonish- 
ment may be better imagined than described 
when the rapacious brahmin presented his ac- 
eount, exhibiting the sum of Rs. 600 due to him* 
As two months had hardly elapsed since the debt, 
Rs. 300, was originally contracted, so what mar- 
vel that the debtor refused to submit to the ex- 
tortionate demand, and coBsequently the matter 
came into the Civil Court, The plaint set forth, 
^* that about two and a half years ago, OadJid 
ahir acconjpaijied by several members of his 
household, male and female, came to petitioner's 
house and falling down at his feet began to cry 
bitterly, and begged that he Would save the 
honor of the family. Upon this, your petitioner 
demanded an explanation, when Oadhd ahir in- 
formed him that his eldest son had been impli- 
cated in a case of dacoity, and unless Bs. 600 
Were given, by way of compensation, to the com- 
plainant, he was determined to ruin the family. 
Pitying their condition and without making fur- 
ther enquiry, petitioner made over the amount. 
Your petitioner further begs to add that he has 
never acted dishonestly with any one, he there- 
fore admits that the interest at %4i per cent, per 
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annum had been re^larly paid every month, and 
the principal is only dne. Iti support of his 
claim, your petitioner brings forward bis account 
book, in which the debt was originally entered, 
and begs to urge that in villages the usual cUs-^ 
torn is, that debts are contracted without the 
creditor's taking any bond, and the money being 
paid in the presence of three or four witnesses, 
is deemed a sufi^cient guarantee. Your petitioner 
however anne:^es a paper, which the defendant 
by way of a receipt for the money, gave him at 
the time ; and as a^airs have assumed $* different 
aspect owing to the defendant's dishonesty, he 
consideirs it fortunate that as a matter of precau-* 
tion he took one from Gadhd ahir. Yonr peti- 
tioner prays for the protection of the Qourt m 
doing him justice/' 

The case came on for hearing before the Subor- 
dinate Judge in February 1870 ; witnesses were 
heard for both parties ; the vakeels argued ably 
in behalf of their respective clients, and the 
Judge intended to decree the case in favor of the 
plaintiff. But before doing so, a happy thought 
strupk the Judge, and he ordered the Sheristaddr 
to read the receipt once more, which that official 
did as follows ;— 

"I Oadha ahiv son of Khuohr ahir, an agri- 
ailturist of Mauza LdcfiAripw^ i^ergunnak 
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Pdjipur, Zillah Beajkhorpur, do hereby ac- 
knowledge to have received from Jkomaadena 
Pandey of the same village, the sum of Sarkdri 
rupees 600, beariug interest at 2 rupees per cent, 
per mensem, — the half of the sum borrowed 
being Rs. 300, and the quarter Rs. 150. Dated 
1st August 1867, corresponding with (here fol- 
lowed the date of the Hindu month and year).*' 

''(Sd.) GADEJCAHIR, 

son of Khuchr akir. 



" Witnesses, 
*' Azad Pandey, 
'* Kachd Singh, 
*' Takrdri Singh, 
" Mushkil Khan, 



Residents of 
Mauza Ldchdripur." 



After the Sheristaddr had read the document, 
which was transcribed on foolscap paper, the Su- 
bordinate Judge desired him to take it out of 
the mid. This order being complied with, the 
Judge held the document towards the light, when 
he found that the water-mark proved the paper 
to have been manufactured in the year " 1868." 
On the discovery of this piece of evidence in 
favor of the defendant, the Judge determined to 
commit the plaintiflf and his four witnesses to 
take their trial at the Faujddri Court under 
Sections 209 (Dishonestly making false claim in 
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a Court of Justice,) and 463 (Forgery) of the 
Indian Penal Code. Before the necessary rub- 
kdree, however, could be written, the plaintiff and 
his witnesses had absconded ; so this is how I 
was entrusted with the Magistrate's warrant of 
arrest. When once in possession of the warrant, 
I travelled from village to village, telling the 
Zaminddrs at each place that a very heinous 
offence had been committed against the Sarkdr 
bahddur, and the Magistrate suspects the ZaTnin- 

ddrs of Mauza (I mentioned the name 

of the village, in which I happened to be at the 
time,) to be guilty of harbouring the Sarkdr' 8 
Tnujrirri" (offender). This subtle manoeuvre 
created an awful commotion among the Zamin- 
ddrs, and wherever I thought that my informa- 
tion was received cum grano salis, I exhibited 
the warrant, adding, " that some enemy must 
have anonymously given information to the Ma- 
gistrate of your harbouring the mujrim, and 
thus aiding to evade the Law." Of course I 
was careful in prefixing the Zaminddrs title viz., 
Bdboo sdkeb, or Pandit-ji, or Gosdin bdba, as 
the case may have been. This act of "social 
policy " never failed in getting my pockets well- 
filled, and they all spoke of me as a nekbakth 
ddmi, (good fellow.) Now, a word regarding 
the warrant. Being armed with this judicial 
battery, I visited scores of villages and received 
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about thirty rupees. I Would here mention that 
the Tfidndddfs instructions were as follows :— ^ 
" When you receive pucca informatix>n of the 
defendant^' whereabouts, despatch the vUl^» 
gofait with the utmost expedition to the ih(in4, 
jand I will lose no time in arriving at the spot, 
end personally execute the warrant." *'Miii4 
Mitth^ Khdlfiy* said he; "on no account, if it 
will admit of delay, arrest them yourself, ^nd J 
entrust you with the Warrant in the event of 
emei^enoy, that is, if you think they will be 
absconding before information can reach the thd* 
nd. One more piece of advice I would add, in 
the event of there being necessity for immediate 
arrest) be careful that you do it with sufficient 
force to overpower them, and you are aware that 
you can alws^ys obtain the services of the adja^ 
cent villages ; besides, the Zaminddrs, when call- 
ed upon to render assistance for the work of the 
Sarkdr, will apparently do so with readiness, 
though in reality reluctantly, a^ they are Uio- 
roughly eogniaant of the law, which enacts res- 
ponsibility.*' 

To conclude the story ; on receiving informa- 
tion of the whereabouts of the principal ofifender 
and two witnesses to the bond^ I at once commu- 
nicated it to the thdnd^ and with the aid of the 
Thdaidddr, six Constables and eight gofaits, they 
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were arrested in ihek beds. They were sent up 
f^ trial before the Magistrate of the ZiUah, who 
committed them to the Session Judge's Courts 
where the Pandej^^ was sentenced to 7 years' 
rigorous imprisopment^ and the two witnesses to 
4 years each, On the termination of the trials 
OadhiHf ahir, who was in ecstaqies, remarked with 
joyful face and sparkling eyes that the Sarkdr'^ 
iqbdl was very gi'eat, and then be quoted a rustic 
proverb, " when there is a mixture qf milk and 
water, the Sarkdr's qanun (law) founded on 
justice can easily separate the milk from the 
water." The sum of Rs. 300 which Oadhd ahir 
had actually borrowed, he was never called upon 
to pay. Ita est Such are t)bie fluctuations of 
worldly splendour, that at one period of his life, 
Jhanaddend pdndey was the envy of the whole 
village, and now the poorest wretch would not 
exchange his hard lot for the mdhdjan's mana- 
cles. Jhanaddend pandey was known in the 
village as a notorious liar, and whilst telling lies 
famished him, as he thought, with a plausible 
apology for every kind of rascality, it lured him 
into danger from the mere expectation of impu- 
nity, but he was at last caught in his own net. 
Some one has truly observed, that a grain of 
honesty and native worth is of more value than 
all the adventitious ornaments which wealth can 
bestow. Let this story be an admonitory lesson for 
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the rising generation. The other two witnesses to 
the bond, did not find it difficult, in these days 
of perfect locomotion, to make themselves scarce, 
and having sacrificed relatives, reputation, and 
home, have never been heard of, and the war- 
rant issued for their arrest lies unexecuted on 
the record rack of the Faujddri Court with this 
endorsement ; " Police effi)rts to trace the oflfen- 
ders have proved unsuccessful, as it is believed 
that they have emigrated to the Mauritius." 

CHAPTER X. 



BOis^s versus teeth. 

My readers will say that the above is a strange 
heading for a story, but on perusal of it, they 
will, I am confident, opine with me that it is a 
very appropriate one. This was the first case, 
since my enlistment, in which I was called upon 
to act between Europeans. The story is that an 
Assistant-Surgeon attached to a Native Infantry 
Regiment, brought an action against a practising 
Dentist for having used " criminal force " against 
him. The particulars are that both gentle- 
men were present at a public billiard table, and 
after imbibing sundry " pegs," the conversatioa 
turned on the profession of Dentistry, and in the 
heat of argument, was frequently interlarded 
with explosive expressions ; at last, the Dentist 
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said that in his opinion Dentistry was more lu- 
crative than the profession of Surgery and Me- 
dicine. The language made use of by the Den- 
tist, as I heard my Thdndddr say, was to 
the following effect ; " that a Dentist was enabled, 
comparatively speaking, by the exercise of his 
profession to return to his country, after a few 
years with a sufficient competence, whilst Army 
Surgeons had to plod on for years and years iu 
the Mofussil, quite forgotten and left in obscu* 
rity." The Assistant Surgeon took umbrage, and 
remarked that he considered the Dentist's words 
were intended as a personal insult, and if he were 
wrong, be would be glad to be set right Argu* 
ment, when it is mairitained with the most per- 
fect temper, is agreeable to all ; but the moment 
it becomes heated, the conjpany should leave it to 
those who prefer noise to truth. Satirical jokes 
(the Dentist probably meant his as one,) and 
sneering, are most unenviable distinctions ; they 
betray a hoUowness of heart. The Dentist, who 
called himself a " gentleman," should have k^own 
that a man who introduces himself and his pro- 
fessional affairs upon the tapis^ is little better 
than a fool In truth, egotism, which is so fre- 
quently mistaken for generous openness, is no- 
thing more than an excess of over-weaning va- 
nity, and in public, especially among strangers 
jsA a billijurd table, men whom you have for the 

C 
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firsttime met within your life, surely there issome- 
thing better to talk about than "the shop." The* 
Dentist certainly showed a very bad taste and 
want of manners in the selection of his subject at 
a public billiard table, where were assembled 
about a score of geDtlemen, representing several 
professions. The disputants came to high words, 
and the Dentist adding injury to insult struck 
the Assistant Surgeon a blow with the billiard 
cue he held in his hand. The Doctor retaliated, 
and with one blow of his fist made his antagonist 
kiss the ground. At this juncture, some of the 
Assistant'Surgeoa's brother officers interposed, 
observing that for the cowardly blow which the 
Dentist struck him, he had obtained sufficient 
satisfaction, but if the Dentist were a gentleman, 
he would tender an apology for being the prima, 
ry aggressor. The Dentist promised to do so 
next morning, but as no apology had been receiv* 
ed by the evening, two officers called at the Tra- 
vellers' Rest to make enquiry. There they learnt 
from the old khdnsd'mah that the Dentist had 
left by 4 A. M., after taking a few hours rest, and 
had carried his own bag, without hiring a coolie. 
On being interrogated as to the Dentist's where- 
abouts, the khansdmaK replied, that as the $dhib 
had honestly paid the charges due, it was no bu- 
siness of his to enquire whither he was bound to. 
On the following day, the Ddkdar sdhib lodged 
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a complaint under Sections 352 and 405, of the, 
Indian Penal Code in the Court of the Canton- 
ment Magistrate, who by virtue of the power 
conferred on him by Section 257 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, (Act XXV. of 1861 was 
then in force,) issued a warrant for the apprehen- 
sion of the Ddnt-vdllah Ddkdar sdhib. In 
cases, in which Europeans are concerned, we are 
very cautious and do not accept bakshish, (a gift,) 
except from Indigo-planters ^nd tradesmen, and 
then only when we are pressed to do so and the 
giver faithfully promises not to divulge the secret 
to any of our officers. In the present case, when 
I was deputed by my thdndddr to obtain a Des- 
criptive Eoll of the Dentist, I was offered a ru- 
pee by the Ddkddir sdhib, who remarked that it 
was customary to give bakshisK I respectfully 
declined the present, informing him that I was 
just as much his servant as I was the Sarkdr'a. 
Although he pressed me to take it, I would not 
yield to the temptation, knowing fully well that 
the Superintendent sdhib was a great frequenter 
of the Regimental Mess-house. Where I ask, 
is the Native policeman, who wades through days 
and days of patient labor without any chance of 
reward at the close of it ? Not I, nor my well-paid 
Thdmdddr, nor any other Native policemen. If 
we had no hopes of it, we certainly would not sit 
scratching our heads at villages, and denying our-^ 
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selves thdnd comforts. But do not imagine for a 
moment, kind reader, that I imderrate the rustic 
world's good will and applause. So dear do I 
hold them, that I would do any thing to gain them 
always provided that I, and my belongings indi- 
rectly, are "fed" first. Next morning, my rW- 
ndddr received an order, directing him to inform 
me that the kuzur requested my presence at the 
Police Office at 11 A. M. To tell the truth, I trem- 
bled when the Diwdn-ji read out the order, al- 
though I was aware that I had done nothing of a 
censurable nature. At the hour named, I present- 
ed myself at the Superintendee, (as the Police office 
is called,) wh^n the Kuptdn adhib bahddur (Civi- 
lian Superintendents are also dubbed with this 
Military rank,) addressed me thus : — Miydn MiU 
thu Khan, I am glad to find you are proof against 
bribery ; and here is the rupee, which you yester- 
day refused to receive from the DdJcdar adkilK 
I made a respectful saladm and retired with the ru- 
pee, now legalized ; but simultaneously, oould not 
help thinking what a &AoZa-s(iAib(unsa8pectinggen- 
tleman) our master was. The Dentist was never 
heard of, and if popular rumour is ta be believed^ 
he changed his name and proceeded to some dis- 
trict in the south of the Madras Presidency, where 
he is quietly practising his profession. It is ta 
be hoped that his littlQ contretemps has practically 
made him not only a wiser, but a better man. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 



BOLD STROKES. 

On one occasion I was attached to a sub-divi- 
sional thdnd, that is, where were located one Head 
Constable or officer in charge; another* Head 
Constable as Diwdn^ji, or as our Police Circulars 
designate him, writer ; and six Constables. There 
was also a Mounted Constable at the thdnd, which 
was situated on a pucca road leading to a large 
district The Chief Officer Chupchdp Singh 
was an illiterate up-country Eajput, who obtained 
his present position on account of services ren- 
dered with a Military Police Battalion during 
the eventful mutiny. He was a very quiet and 
unobstrusive individual, and one who never inter- 
fered in the internal economy of his thdnd, but 
left this "little matter," as he called it, to the 
Diwdm^'jh This latter officer, Shaik Dhamkdnd 
was one of the most fearless and daring charac- 
ters, I have seen in my Police career. Zamin^ 
ddrs trembled in his presence, and an imperative 
khdmoah (stop quiet) issuing from him, silenced 
a score of quarrelling men in a second, — in fact 
as he himself was accustomed to say, he cared 
neither for man nor the devil. He made no se- 
cret of his intentions, and frequently said, *' I 
would be a fool, if the golden opportunities I now 
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have were allowed to slip away without availing 
myself of them to line my pockets." There was 
a village in the thdnd jurisdiction, where petty 
thefts had taken place rather frequently; the 
last was reported in the Daily Diary as " the 
thirty-seventh in six months;" the Superinten- 
dent adhiVs order received at the thdnd on the 
morning, but one, following the report was to this 
purport : — 

" Head Constable Chupchdp Singh, Officer in 
charge of Nunvximoonee thdnd, bafeat bashunAi 
(may you be happy.) Forasmuch as the huz^r 
has observed that in ifauza Dhabbus-bhubbas 
there have occurred many petty thefts and bur- 
glaries ; the last being No. 37 in six months : this 
order is to inform you that if the perpetrators 
are not arrested, and vigilant measures taken to 
put a stop to these oflfences against property, you 
will most assuredly come to grief. One week is 
granted to you in order that you may find a clue 
in the last case. No. 37. Within that time, either 
send up the oflfenders with the stolen property 
recovered, or attend this office to answer a charge 
of general inefficiency. Had you been fit for 
your post, it was not possible that so many cases 
would have occurred in one village, and that vil- 
lage only two miles from the thdnd. The huzur 
has heard that you never visit the villages in the 
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jurisdiction of your thdnd, and the occurrence of 
so many olBfences corroborates the truth of the 
information." 

Our Platonic head, Ckupchdp Singh, consulted 
the Diwdn-ji, as to the course to be pursued. 
Shaik Dhamkdnd said, that prevention was an 
easy matter, but if this were to be done the sdhib 
bahd(1ur would suspect them of burking crime, 
and he would be justified in the belief of his 
suspicion. " Now Chupchdp Singh,*' said he, " I 
am your man ; send for the gofait of Mauza 
DhubbuS'hhubbaa, and I will guarantee the appre- 
hension of these sons of Shaitdn, who are jeopar- 
dizing our situations." The village gorait, Suar* 
ghentd pasee, was sent for, and in the presence of 
the whole ihdn4, Shaik Dhamkdnd went up to 
him, and having read out the Superintendent 
sdhiVs order, coolly directed another pasee gofait 
standing close by, to spit upon Suarghentd'a face. 
After the bullying, he ordered the gorait to re- 
turn to his village, but not until he had given 
him the following warning : — 

" S'oarghentd pasee, I fairly warn you, that if 
within three days you fail to produce the perpe- 
trators concerned in the last theft reported by 
you to have occurred in the house of Sachbdt 
tiwdry, when Es. 75 value of property was 
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taken away, I shall tie you to the nearest tree 
and lash you to an inch of your blackguard pasee 
life. I have had one of your brethren to spit on 
your face, in order to bring you to a sense of the 
duty you owe the Sarkdr hahddur, but if you 
are void of shame, you will have yourself to blame." 
Then blending the suaviter in modo in due pro- 
portion with the fortiter in re, the mohurir 
added ; " if, however, you are successful in finding 
a clue, I shall recommend you to the sdhib Su- 
perindent hahddur for a handsome reward; do 
not f<H*get the conditions, and think over them as 
you are joggingalong to Mavaa Dhubbus-hhubbds" 

Before the expiration of the three allotted 
days, Siiarghentd gorait accompanied by the com- 
plainant, Sachbdt tiwdrry, brought to the thdnd 
nearly Es. 62 value of the recovered stolen pro- 
perty and two thieves. They were sent up to 
take their trial, and each sentenced to two years 
rigorous imprisonment. As a sequel to the story 
I would add that instead of Chupchdp Singh's 
putting in appearance at the Police Office, the 
thieves did so. Suffice it to say that his situa- 
tion was saved, 

I shall mention another instance of the mohur' 
ir*8 fearlessness ; he sent for the ferry contractor 
who was in the habit of charging travellers dou- 
ble fare. Being under the impression that be 
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was gent for as one of the '' tivo or tbree respect* 
able witnesses/' in whose presence the PoUoe are 
enjoined to search the houses of suspected per« 
sons, the contractor came to the thdnd with his 
money bag, which contained nearly fia 60 value 
in small change, never suspecting what the se- 
quel would be. The moment the contractor ar- 
rived, he was ord^ed to put down the money 
bag, and on his paying obedience to the order, be 
was requested to go about his business. At the 
same time, the mohurir informed the contracts 
that his intention was to send the money, accom- 
panied by a report, bringing to light the contrao- 
tor's extortionate acts in charging excessive fares^ 
to the Magistrate sdhfb bahddur. The contrac- 
tor s^edily came to an understanding, and was 
only too glad to get oflf scot free ; so presenting 
the Rs. 60 as a nuzzer to the Divxi/n-ji, he re- 
turned to the ghdt Why the contractor was ori- 
ginally sent for never transpired, but knowing 
the intrepid and devil-may-care character of the 
man, with whom he had to deal ; my broths 
Constables in alluding to this little episode, al- 
ways called him a fool for coming to the thAnd 
with money. 

Of the period I am writing about, there was 
an order existing, now modified, that the Head 
Constable m>hurir was not to quit the iMnd 
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•^' under any pretext whatever," but our Di-i^^ciw. 
jf, with an immunity which set Police Circulars 
•and regulations at defiance, visited adjacent vil- 
lages within a compass of two miles on, what he 
called, ^(£r-5arfct£r (Government business). On leav- 
ing the thdnd on these maney-making expeditions* 
his instructions to the Constable mohurir were 
to make a note of occurrences during his absence, 
and which on his return would be entered . in the 
Daily Diary in his own hand- writing ; but in the 
event of any officer, without due warning, visit- 
ing the thdnd, the assistant was directed to report 
that the Head Constable mohurir had either 
gone to attend a call of nature, or to his bath^ or 
to take his food ; and simultaneously to despatch 
his private servant to the village — mentioning 
the name of the one he proposed to visit. These 
visits, it should be remembered, were paid with 
an object; the perquisites of a mohurir were 
not amply sufficient ta satisfy his avaricious mind, 
therefore, our DiwdUfji, always fertile in expedi- 
ents, visited the adjacent Mauzas, and took note 
of those person's houses, in the vicinity of which, 
where rubbish was accumulated. On his return 
to the thdnd, he deputed a Kuniahtable to the 
Zaminddr with a verbal order " to appear before 
him." In the meantime, he prepared a formida- 
ble report to be read out to the unsuspecting 
Zam4nddr, and the concluding portion of which 
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he clothed in the following portentous langu- 



" Chunki (forasmuch) as the adhib Magistrate 
bahddur has given strict injunctions for the ob- 
servance of cleanliness in all villages, the Zamm- 
ddr of Mauza Gunddhpur, notwithstanding the 
repeated warnings fidwi (petitioner) has given 
him, pays no attention to the huzur's orders ; in 
fact, some Zamin'Mrs are so obstinate, that when 
the ryots wish to remove the refuse of the vil- 
lages for the purpose of manuring their fields, 
the said Zaminddra will not accede to the propo- 
sition. If the huzur wishes to teach those dis- 
obedient and ignorant men the benefits of sani- 
tation, regarding which there is only one opinion 
among the learned, severe examples must be 
made under Section 278 of the Indian Penal 
Code. Huzij/r is aware that Section 34? of Act 
V. of 1861 (Police Act) is not in force in this 
ildqa, or fidwi would most assuredly have an 
example made of some Zaminddra by chidlaning 
them — the most notorious of the lot being the 
Zaminddr of Mauza Ounddpiir'* 

On hearing this formidable report, it was enough 
to make the Zammddr'a blood run cold, so he 
promised to have the village cleaned out ; but as 
such a promise would in no way pecuniarily 
benefit the Diwdn-jiy he burst out with, ^' yes 
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I am aware that in the future you will mend mat- 
ters, but what of the present heinous (?) charge." 
His mode of expression was such, that the Zamlti" 
ddr was made to believe of his being treated 
like a revenue defaulter, if sent up for trial. This 
piece of Police policy got him from Rs. 5 to 10 
according to the Zaminddr's social status. 

CHAPTER XII. 



OUB COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

Another king arose in Egypt, who knew not 
Joseph. My former thdndddr having been trans- 
ferred, there came a man, who by conveying tales 
to the Superintendent sdhib of my being in league 
with thieves, and the acknowledged head of a 
coterie of bad characters, got me returned to the 
Reserve Force at Head-Quarters. Be vera, some 
of my fellow-Constables were jealous of the in- 
fluence I recently enjoyed, and being apprehen- 
sive of my holding a similar position with the 
present incumbent, they set him against me. I 
was not, however, sorry to be transferred to the 
Rreserve, as on the occurrence of a vacancy, I 
could get the choice of a post — probably my read- 
ers are not aware that the Reserve Force is a 
feeder of all Police stations and standing guards. 
I had been about a month in the Reserve, when 
an orderly's place becoming vacant in the Magis- 
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tracy, I applied to the Head-Quarter's Inspector 
to be posted there. He promised to inspect my 
Character Roll, and if he found the remarks fa- 
vorable, to post me to the place. Suffice it to 
say that always being a favorite with my officers, 
I was aware that nothing of a nature, detrimen- 
tal to my character, was recorded in my Roll ; the 
Inspector adhib informed me next morning of 
my services being placed at the disposal of the 
Court Inspector, designated by us Ndzir adhib, 
for duty in one of the Courts. I presented myr 
self at 10 A. M., and was ordered by the Ndzir 
to join the Court of the Magistrate sdhib bahd- 
dur, after this admonitory remark, " you seem to 
be a sharp fellow Miyon Mitthu Khan, and as you 
will have to do duty in coDCipany with Bakwddt 
doss Constable, he will soon instruct you in your 
work." Within a week I and Bahwddi doss be- 
came great chums, and whatever presents were re- 
ceived in the day, we equally divided in the even- 
ing. I shall now give the reader an insight into 
the modus operandi of Court Constables. One of 
their principal duties is to usher in complainants> 
defendants, and witnesses ; as soon as the Fauj^ 
ddri Peshkdr orders us to call up such and such 
a complainant or defendant or witness one 
man rims out to obey the order, whilst the other 
stands at the door. If the parties are respectable, 
they each tip us a rupee to lead them gently^ 
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instead of gurdening (necking) them. If the 
complainant or defendant, with whomever the 
bargain is struck, is of opinion that some fact has 
been deposed to, which his outside witnesses 
should be made cognizant of, a previously arrang- 
ed sign is given, and one of the Constable leaves 
the room under some pretext or other, to instruct 
them accordingly. This is done with facility, 
without exciting suspicion, as we are constantly 
in and out of the room ; nor do the witnesses of 
the opposite side suspect us, as we are careful 
beforehand in keeping them aloof; that is, we 
place the witnesses of the complainant about 50 
paces distant from those of the defendant. Again 
if the complainant or defendant's mukhtdrs are 
anxious to get a sight of the Enquiring Officer s 
Special Diary, we go to the Police office and de- 
mand the required document, which we state is 
*' urgently wanted for reference." For this act of 
kindness we are handsomely remunerated, as the 
Special Diary discloses the statements made to 
the Police by the witnesses of each party, and 
also the opinion of the investigating officer. With 
this paper in the hands of a mvJjchtdr, he is in 
a position to further his client's views ; so it must 
be well paid for. Sometimes, copy of an entry 
made months ago in the Daily Diary of a thdnd 
is required for reference, by, either a complainant 
or defendant, who is anxious to know the date 
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when a certain report was made — the check re- 
ceipt having been lost — off we run to the Police 
office record-keeper, and, in the name of the 
Court Inspector, *' order " him to hunt out the 
document. During the day we attend the Courts, 
and at night we retire to our hired houses in the 
bazaar ; and this renders it an easy task for us to 
visit the parties to a suit, in order to make ban- 
dobuat (arrangement) with them. It is imma- 
terial who wins, as the winning party remuner- 
ates us, but we help him most who offers the 
largest douceur. The Head Constables attached 
to the Courts, however, generally get the ** lion's 
share," as natives can never be made to believe 
that the A^aift i<^d2;ir5, as these Heads are called, 
possess no influence with the kuka/m, (Magis- 
trates.) To give my readers an idea of their in« 
come, I shall cite a single instance ; a Head Con- 
stable was attached to the Court of a Joint-Magis- 
trate, whose jurisdiction included about eight 
tbdnds; when this Ndi^ Ndzir joined the Fauj^ 
ddri Court, his ancestral estate comprizing about 
thirty bigaha of land, was sequestered, and his 
paternal home only contained three or four mud- 
walled rooms, roofed with half-baked village tiles. 
In eight years' time, the man was a half-share 
Zwminddr of his native village, and he construct- 
ed a house with pucoa masonry — ^the roof being 
now of s&l-wood beams and rafters, and terrace- 
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flooring. Mutatis mutandie, the Oopiah of for- 
mer days was metamorphosed into LaUa GfopU 
ndth adhib Zamhtddr*' Where, I would enquire 
did this man on a monthly pittance of a few ru- 
pees, with ten muoths to feed, obtain the money ? 
Echo answers, where ? Frequently, on a review 
of the Quarterly Crime Statement, a Deputy 
Inspector General sdhib bahddur has made the 
remark, "Convictions very bad— should have 
been forty per cent, more." The Superintendent 
sdhib has come down upon the Station officers for 
making " reckless arrests," and the Court Inspec- 
tor has been enjoined to be " more careful in pro- 
secuting," but the root of the evil has not been 
enquired into. So long as Head Constables and 
Constables are allowed to live out of the lines, 
and are permitted to remain attached to the 
Courts for years and years, the successful prose- 
cution of cases cannot be expected. These men, 
by remaining on duty for years in the Magistracy, 
have come to attain such influence that the doings 
of the corrupt Ndzirate, which the Sirkdr abo- 
lished, has to a considerable degree been revived. 
Sometimes an energetic Head Quarter s Inspector 
wishes to clear the Augean stable, but his objec- 
tions are over-ruled as being of an Utopian na- 
ture ; the usual excuse of the Court amid is that 
business will be retarded ; this is a mere pretext^ 
a chimerical excuse ; if a Constable is not fit to 
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call up complainants, defendants, and witnesses, 
and to deliver papers, he is not fit for employ- 
ment in the department. The truth is, that these 
men frequently act as " go-betweens," and their 
transfer would upset existing arrangements. In 
some districts, the men are transferred at stated 
periods, because the Magistrate and Superinten- 
dent Sdhibdn will it, and no one presumes " to 
hint a fault, and hesitate dislike.'' 

CHAPTER XIII. 



THE RESERVE FORCE, MALKHANAH, AND 
HAVALAT GUARD. 

'The Reserve Police is that branch of the ser- 
vice, which especially furnishes escorts for trea- 
sure and prisoners, and relieves the Jail, Trea-o 
sury, and other guards. In such employment 
there are no perquisites, and transfer to the Re- 
serve is viewed in the light of a punishment, not 
only by the men, but also by our Officers ; there 
are however, two exceptions, viz., the Court and 
the HavaLdb ; of the former, I have already giv* 
en my experience, and of the latter, I intend 
doing so in this chapter. The Havaldt, as peo- 
ple are aware, is the place where under-trial 
prisoners are confined. The inmates are subject 
to the same discipline as is maintained in a jail. 
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with this exception, that they are not compelled 
to labour. Instead of defendants being freely 
permitted to see their law agents and relatives 
for the purpose of preparing their defence, they 
are scrupulously interdicted from having inter- 
course with any one, unless specially ordered by a 
Magistrate, and an order like this is highly bene- 
ficial, in a pecuniary point of view, to their Po- 
lice custodians. As the Havaldt inmates receive 
prison diet, their anxious friends, when they wish 
to supply them with better food, must solicit the 
permission of their Police Jailors. Those who have 
experience of the native character can judge for 
themselves to what extent the Police use (abuse ?) 
this privilege, especially when I mention that in 
one month, during the time I was attached to 
the Court, the Head Constable commanding the 
guard received as his share about Rs. 25 and 
each of the Constables Rs. 8, whilst Rs. 9 was 
carried to the credit of the following month. 
But I admit that the month alluded to was a 
" lucky" one, as several of the under-trial prison- 
ers were opulent men, who were chaUdned on a 
charge of gambling, and they remained in the 
HavaLdt for five days. If some wealthy indivi- 
dual is so unfortunate as to be temporarily incar- 
cerated, the "pickings" are considerable, and 
there is scarcely a month that two or three such 
persons do not give us the benefit of their agree- 
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able company. Further, the doors of the Hava* 
Idt cells are opened at fixed hours, consequently, 
the Police have it in their power to tyrannize 

verthese unfortunates, in denying them a drink 
of water or permission to attend calls of nature. 

1 recollect the case of a man, who was under 
trial for a petty theft ; he begged of the Consta- 
ble on guard to let him out to go to the neces- 
sary ; his custodian was obdurate, unless the man 
consented to " give a rookd " (letter) to his re- 
latives to " pay the bearer on demand " the sum 
of Rs. 2. In vain did the man expostulate that 
he had no relatives, who sufficiently cared for 
-him to "honor the cheque." Luckily, a superi- 
or officer casually passing by, compelled the pri- 
soner's tormentor to relent and to let the man 
.go out. At another time, a prisoner, a burly 
fellow, who would not be bullied, coolly informed 
a Constable that if he were not permitted to go 
out, he would soil his dhoti, which would not fail 
to lead to an enquiry, and the Constable would 
find himself in the position of a toad under a 
harrow — or to quote the man s own words, " there 
will then be no extricating yourself, with conclu- 
sive proof to demonstration:" After night-fall 
the relatives of the incarcerated persons come to 
the Haviddt, bringing " treble messes " of pooree 
(bread fried in ghee) and sweetmeats — one-third 
is made over to the unfortunate kinsman in dur- 
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ance vile, and two-thirds to the guard ; besides, 
the usual fee. Amongst us, rupees are nicknamed 
"chdndi kd tamdchd*' (silvery slaps,) which 
means, that as slaps given with one's hand quiet 
the unruly, so these silvery slaps appease us. As 
the havaldt guard also protects the mdlkhdnd, 
I shall treat of it in this chapter. The mdlkhd- 
nd is di place, as its name imports, where proper- 
ty is retained. There are three kinds, viz,y 

(1.) Property impounded in trials. 
(2.) Ld ddwi, (unclaimed,) and 
(3.) Ld wdris, (intestate.) 

Under the first denomination, are included all 
kinds of property, from bullion and jewellery to 
a pice worth of barley ; and among livestock, • 
from an elephant to a fowl. On the completion 
of a case, the Magistrate orders the property to 
be delivered to the rightful owner. Many, are 
the dodges resorted to by the mdlkhdnd mohuHr ; 
if the owner declines to pay a certain per cent- 
age, he will find to his cost that the Police are 
not to be trifled with, with impunity, for he will 
soon learn that they have the power of meta- 
morphosing a ring set with diamonds into one 
set with crystal. When the man has once signed 
a receipt and acknowledged in the presence of 
the hakim to hav^iug received bis property ** safe 
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and correct," lie can go home and discover the 
larceny, but there is no redress for him ; in fact 
he knows that he will be treated as an impostor, 
and therefore quietly submits to the imposition. 
I knew a Head Constable, in charge of a mdUfhd" 
Thd, who, by scraping gold bangles, nose-rings, 
armlets, wristlets, necklaces, &c., earned a rupee- 
or two at each process; 

The second kind is Id ddwi property. As 
there are no claimants to such property, the 
Head Constable generally has his own way. I 
was present when I once saw the following arti- 
cles delivered at the rruUkhdnd :— 

Two silk m7*ee8, valued at ... Rs., 40 



One silk umbrella at 

Foui lotahs &t » 

Two pairs of gold bangles at ... • 
Four pairs of silver wristlets at • 
One silver necklace at ... ... » 

Six gold rings at ., » 


8 

8 

200 

160 

40 

120 



8 














Total Rupees,... 


676 


8 






The usuai proclamation was made, and no 
owner having appeared to claim them, the arti- 
cles were ordered to be sold. I attended the 
auction, and the silk aarees and umbrellah w^e 
metamorphosed into doth ones, but I bad no 
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means of ascertaining whether the other articles 
underwent a similar process or not ; I suppose 
they did, as the result of the sale showed their 
aggregate value to be only Rs. 310-1 4-9, but a 
friend informed me that the gold and silver were 
not of intrinsic value, or to quote his own word, 
ndhis. 

The third kind is Id wdris property, and the 
Police send all Such articles to the Civil Court 
to be dealt with in accordance with Civil Law. 
The same remarks, as in the case of Id ddwi pro- 
perty, are applicable to this kind, with this 
exception that the mdlkhdnd mohurir is not the 
depredator, but the thdnd men, who, in taking 
inventory often help themselves. I was also ac- 
quainted with a Ndzir of the Diwdni Court, 
who earned a certain amount of notoriety for 
committing these little peccadillos. Writing on 
this subject, I am reminded of a good anecdote. 
One morning, a Uidndddr, wholly illiterate, who 
rejoiced in the name of GvUidandd Khdn, 
came to the house of the Magistrate of the Dis- 
trict, a gentleman of the old school, and whom the 
ryots called an "asl bahddur" (really high- 
minded.) and reported the decease of a very 
opulent old woman, who had been ailing for some 
time, of his having taken an inventory of her 
effects, and of his having, as a precautionary 
measure^ left a guard at the house ; having done 
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this, he said, that he had come to inform the 
hiLZur that the old woman had no relatives. The 
Sheriattddr, who was accustomed to attend at the 
Magistrate's house every morning to get over ur- 
gent papers, for some reason or other delayed in 
coming on the morning in question. The Magis- 
trate requested OvUidandd Khdn to read out 
the inventory of the effects ; the man pleaded 
having left his spectacles at the thdnd ; the sd- 
hib bahddur offered his pair, but the thdndddr, 
although an illiterate man, was otherwise a prag- 
matic and sharp oflBcer ; so mustering up cour- 
age, he replied that the huz'dr was yet, compara- 
tively speaking, a young man, whilst the huzur'» 
guldm (slave) was nearly 65 years, and that he 
performed the Sarkdr's work by the huzur's iq- 
bdl, (auspices,) and not from any intrinsic merit 
of his own, consequently, huz'&r'a spectacles 
would not suit his enfeebled eyes; however, if 
the huzHr ordered, he would start off a Consta- 
ble to the thdnd for his own pair« Instead of 
obeying the mandate, he despatched a man to 
call the Sheristiddr, who was already en route 
to the Magistrate's house. On arrival, the thdnd- 
ddr accompanied him, and asked the Magistrate 
whether there was any necessity to await the spec- 
tacles. The Magistrate replied, "none whatever, 
as the Sheristiddr had arrived." This is how 
the thdndddr got over *^ the horns of the dilem- 
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ma;" he however, took good care never to go to 
the Magistrate's house unless he had previously 
ascertained of the Sheri8t(ddr*8 presence. Ano* 
ther man in a similar predicament would have 
looked quite disconcerted, but OuLUdaTidd 
Khdn was a man of a diflferent mould. Reader, 
you must have often heard of the climax of au- 
dacity, and here it was visibly embodied in a 
man, who did not rise quite fire feet from the 
ground he stood on. 

CHAPTER XIV. 



RECEIVING STOLEN PBOPERTY. 

The generality of readers must know that re- 
ceiving stolen property is a very heinous offence ; 
in fact, the receiver in some instances is worse 
than the actual perpetrator; exempli gratia, 
a gang of bhurs or chamdrs make a successful 
raid on a well-to-do baniyd, and relieve him of 
property to the tune of Rs. 2,000 ; the Police are 
immediately on the spot, and every suspected 
individuars house is searched, including the three 
d*s, to wit, dosddhs, domras, dhurkars, et hoo 
genua omne, but no one thinks of suspecting 
Bhdripugri Tewdri or Izzutddr Sing Zaminddra, 
who pay Rs, 1,200 or Rs. 1,500 Government re-- 
venue per annum. The best part of the fiin is 
that whilst the stolen property is concealed in thd 
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houses of these Zaminddrs, they take an active 
part sub prcetexta juris in assisting the Police to 
search houses right and left, sometimes suggesting 
that such and such a nook has been forgotten. I 
recollect a case in which property, belonging to a 
European gentleman was stolen; the receiver 
was a rich banker, Sonah dds, and the Police 
somehow or other traced the property to his house. 
After a promise on the part of the Police that 
the banker's name would be suppressed sub con- 
ditione of his making over the property, there 
arose a difficulty as to who was to be shouldered 
with the crime. The Police, always fertile in expe- 
dients, had recourse to the following device : — The 
banker was instructed to send for a certain bad 
character, Mdrpit Idl and to propose to him to 
sell the property, stipulating that he should re- 
ceive Rs. 50 for his trouble ; on the other hand 
two constables were to be concealed in an adja- 
cent house, and as Mdrpit Idl would be pas- 
sing that way with the property, he was to be 
pounced upon. 

The dodge succeeded admirably, and the bank- 
er got off by the payment of about Rs. 500. In 
this case, the Police were aware that if they 
sent the property without the culprit, the Super- 
intendent and Magistrate sdhiban would as a natu. 
ral sequence enquire whence came the property ? 
But to do the Magistrate sdhib justice, I would 
D 
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state that on th<3 first heariDg of the case he re- 
marked, " I am convinced Court Inspector, that 
the prisoner at the bar is not the real offender." 
Mdrpit Idl was a noted badnideh, and in his 
long career of evil, this is the first instance of 
his having been so easily "taken in." The Spe- 
cial Diary of the Investigating Police Oflficer rsui 
as follows : — 

"Forasmuch as Tcamtarin (meanest servant,) 
has not had a wink of sleep since the occurrence 
of the theft in his eldqd, (jurisdiction) and had 
given particular instructions to his subordinates 
to be on the qui vive, it is satisfactory to him 
to report that through the iqhdX (auspices) of the 
huzur, his weak efforts have been crowned with 
success. This day, at 2 P. M. when Consfeibles 
Pakkd Khdn and Ohaldlc Misr were patrolling 
their beats, they actually met Mdi'plt 1<U, whom 
the huzur knows to be a notorious hadmdah 
(bad character) taking the property, apparently 
for sale. Huzur' 8 guldm (slave) cannot find ade. 
quate terms to praise the hoahiaH (cleverness) 
of the aforesaid Constables, and he trusts that 
they will be rewarded as an incentive to still 
gieater perseverance on their part, and that other 
Constables, from their example, may know that 
the huzur never fails to reward meritorious con- 
duct. Kamtaiin further begs to add that 
Mdrpit Idl had first taken the property to tb« 
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house of Bdbu Sofod dda, an influential bank- 
er * of this city, a raia^ who, as the huzur 
knows, is held in great respect by the Sarkdr 
baltddur, inasmuch as a kursi (chair) is vouch* 
safed him at public durbdra, presided over by 
iixejendh Idfh sahib Governor bahddm% (Hon'ble 
Lieutenant Governor.) The aforesaid bdbu sa- 
hib also lost no time in reporting the fact of 
Mdrpit IdVs coming to his kethi (banking house) 
with the property, but before action could be 
taken on the information, the above-named Con- 
tables, faithful to the kxLZura salt, had already 
arrested the ihi^i flagrante delicto. Copy of the 
report made by the bdbu adhib is annexed." 

The entry alluded to was as follows :— 
"1-45 P. M. Jangarehotta ahir, servant of 
Baboo Sond dds raahdjan, reported that he has 
been sent by his akd (employer) to intimate 
that between 1 and J -30 P. M., this day, a man, 
calling hin^elf Mdrp(t Idl, came to the kothi 
and offered some articles for sale, and as his em* 
ployer strongly suspected that the said Udrpit 
Idl had unlawfully acquired their possession, he 
has, in the interests of the Sarkdr bakddur, be- 
lieving that it is a cardinal duty of every khair- 
khwdh (well-wisher) to have Sarkdri rwujrima/n 
(Government oflfenders) arrested, sent me, (/a/n,- 
garchottd ahir,) to report the matter, in order 
that the Police may take cognizance thereo£" 
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As MdrpH Idl was arrested flagrante delicto, 
he was, on the testimony of his captors, sen- 
tenced to two years' rigorous imprisonment by 
the Magistrate. 

Sometimes, the Police place property in the 
houses of strongly suspected receivers, who, by 
means of deep laid stratagems, have hitherto 
managed to evade capture ; this practice is how- 
ever the exception and not the rule, and the offi- 
cers who resort to this method of earning the 
title '' khaiV'khwdh Sarkdr*' are the illiterate 
men. The Head Constables, in charge of out 
posts, are in the habit of making money by the 
suppression of cases, forgetting at the same time,, 
that a suppression of the truth, is the suggestion 
of a falsehood ; they find that money is earned 
in the investigation of cases, which duty de- 
devolves on Sub-Inspectors or the Station Head 
Constables, whilst they are entrusted with petty 
cases between people " not worth a pice," there- 
fore, when any case is originally reported to them, 
they set about sub rosa in compromising it, espe- 
cially if the property has been recovered. Their 
argument with complainants takes this form : — 
" Friend, you have received your property, and 
by the case going into Court, you are aware of 
the inconvenience you will be subjected to, and 
allowing that the accused is convicted and ulti- 
mately punished', you know that you will be kept 
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out of your property for, at least, one month, pro- 
bably more." The case is thus settled ex curia, and 
the accused individual, by way of rendering an 
equivalent for their amicable intervention in his 
behalf, compensates the outpost Police by forking 
out a good round sum. 

CHAPTER XV. 



INDIGO PLANTERS. 

These gentlemen hold a prominent position in 
districts. Some of them are the most rapacious 
and tyrannical of men that I have met. But 
when they have the "good kismaf' (luck) to 
be friends of the hdkim, (authorities,) their ty- 
ranny knows no bounds. It was once my bad- 
kismat (bad luck) to be attached to a thdmd in 
the jurisdiction of which resided an Indigo Planter. 
Previous to his being an Honorary Magistrate, 
Za/niinddrs were reluctant in giving him lands for 
sowing the blue plant, and they treated him in a 
similar way as they did their own ryots, that is, with 
reference to granting patfas of land. Many were 
the pitched battles that took place between the 
Zaminddrs and the Planter, and frequently, the 
former came oflF victorious. The thdnd, in which 
jurisdiction the Planter resided, was under the ju- 
dicial and revenue administration of an lahtant, 
(Assistant Magistrate and Collector,) jandb Well' 
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done Holdon adhih, haMdur, who showed nei- 
ther Zcmiinddrs nor the Planter favor, but deci- 
ded suits with fairness and impartiality. He was 
a f?tr-seeing and sagacious hdHm, and several 
cases, in which the Planter, Grumpy Ouster ed- 
hib, wished to disposses the rightful claimants of 
the soil, the Ishtanf sdhih did full justice, and 
the Planter, to quote a favorite rustic aphorism, 
'*had to- hide his face in a corner." But a change 
soon came over thi» state of things;, the Planter 
was appointed an Honorary Magistrate, and my 
countrymen, as the sdhiban Jjigrez (English 
gentlemen) know, are, proverbially speaking, 
great flatterers. Zaminddrs were now ready ta 
cut each others throats, and the factory house of 
the Planter was daily crowded by them ; each 
man vied with bis neighbour to give as much 
land a» the " huzur " (was he not a Magistrate 
now ?) required, and henceforth, not only they 
but also their ryots were the Planter's guLdm log 
(slaves.) In secret^ however, the Zaminddrs 
were in the habit of discussing among themselves 
as to the reason which prompted the Sarhdr ba^ 
hdduT in vesting the Ul-ivdld sdhih (Indigo 
Planter) with judicial powers. There was one 
Zaminddr, however, Bed/natddr Mai, who re- 
fused to attend the new hdkim*9 darbdr as it 
was jocosely called, and persons were not want* 
ing in communicating to the Planter all that was 
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said ; besides, there is no doubt that tale bearers 
had conveyed exaggerated storie3 of the Zemin-' 
ddrs post-prandial village speeches. It is a 
common practice in villages after the night meal 
for the rustic population to rendezvous for the 
purpose of smoking and gossiping — the place se- 
lected being under some huge p'ipal (Ficus re- 
ligiosa,) tree or a ZamiufMr'a chhdoni (cutcherry.) 
At these meetings, ZamhuMrs and ryots assemble 
to hold friendly chit-chat ; in fact, it is a regular 
Noah's ark, where may be seen, the ahir, the 
ffdvaridj the barber, the nonid, the weaver, the 
banid, the chamdh', the bhar, squatted on the 
ground, whilst the ZamindAra, the&mAmw^, the 
putwdriy the village pedagogue, sit on eharpaia 
or a raised platform on which is spread an old and 
faded carpet At these gatherings, J)ednatddr 
lied spoke at random, and on 3ome occasions, 
when labouring under a keen sense of injury, his 
tongue ran on wheels, and with a gangd hd qas^ 
sam (oath on the river Ganges,) he declared that 
if the zilld hdkim (district authorities) favored 
Grumpy Ouster sdhib, he would sell even the 
nath (nose-ring) off his wife's nose and appeal 
to the High Court for justice. His remarks were 
duly communicated to the Honorary Magistrate 
who observed it was all bravado on the Mat's 
part ; but it so happened that a year after Ouster 
edhiVs appointment to the post of Honorary Ma- 
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gistrate, poor Dednatddr Mai got into a scrape 
under the following circumstances : — 

A banid of the village had been to a meld, 
and a week having transpired that he did not 
return home, the village gorait made the follow- 
ing report at the thdnd : — 

" A week ago, JdUdzi baqqdl of Mauza Dag- 
bdzpur proceeded to the ShivrdM meld held an- 
nually in Mauzd PhuavanpuT 10 koa from his 
village, and as the aforesaid banid has not as 
yet returned, the villagers are of opinion that he 
has been murdered, and they strongly suspect 
that Dednatddr Mai had instigated some bad 
characters to waylay and kill him, on account of 
a long-standing quarrel relative to ten bighda of 
land, existing between them. The general opi- 
nion is that Police enquiry should be instituted 
without delay." 

On this report, Dhumdhdm Khdn Thdndddr, 
arrayed in gorgeous apparel and a talwdr dang- 
ling by his side, accompanied by two Constables 
and four goraita ahead and the same number in 
the rear, proceeded to the village. On arrival, 
he summoned Dednatddr Mai, whom he in. 
formed of a serious charge of murder having 
been " preferred *' (the gorait reported that he 
was '* strongly suspected ") against him, and at 
the same time, the Thdmdddr remarked that the 
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Zaminddr would be saving him much trouble by 
stating what had become of JaUdzi baqqdl'i 
The Zaminddr frankly said that he knew nothing 
of the man, whom he had not seen for a month. 
Several men came forward to depose to the fact 
of the existence of animus between Dednatddr 
Mol and Jalsdzi haqqdl, but could throw no 
light with reference to his absence. On such 
evidence, the Thdndddr was not justified in tak- 
ing the Zaminddr into custody, so he took bail 
from him to appear when required. In the con- 
cluding remarks of his Special Diary, the TM- 
ndddr observed that on the one hand whilst 
there was some reason for suspecting Dednatddr 
Mai, although not sufficient evidence to war- 
rant his arrest, it should be taken into consider- 
ation on the other, that he was really a respect- 
able man, and scores of men were ready to de- 
pose to his straight forward and honest charac- 
ter. For this latter remark the Thdndddr was 
nobly rewarded, and as a matter of course we 
participated in the MaVs bounty. On the pa- 
pers of the case being laid before the Magistrate 
of the District, he wrote a private letter to the 
Honorary Magistrate requesting him to report on 
Dednatddr MaVs character. In reply, Ouster 
sdhib wrote as follows : — " From enquiry made 
by me, people are unanimously of opinion that 
the Mai is a thorough villain and just the sort 
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of ruffian, who would not scruple to coiiimit a 
murder for the furtherance of his own ulterior 
views. However, in justice to the man, I would 
state that individually I know nothing against 
him, but this is to be accounted for as he resides 
some distance from my factory, and people are 
afraid to report every act of devilment on his 
part. I must not omit to state that I have heard 
his ryots are literally groaning under his tyranni- 
cal rule." 

The Magistrate summoned Dednatddr Mai, 
who immediately made preparations to obey the 
injunction. Mounted on an elephant and ac- 
companied by his two sons, aged 16 and 14 years 
respectively, he arrived at the Sudder Station, 
and at once proceeded to the Magistrate's resi- 
dence. As he had an arsi (petition) written 
previous to leaving home, he presented it to the 

Magistrate the first paragraph of wliich 

opened with a pompous enlogium on Her Majes- 
ty the Queen and the Magistrate, dressed out in 
all the trappings of Eastern hyperbola It ran 
as follows : — 

thou representative of Her Majesty the 
Queen of Hindustan and Monarch of one quar- 
ter of the Universe, in whose sovereignty the 
glorious sun never sets, which itself is a proof 
of there being incessant daylight in Her Majes- 
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ty's dominions; as fdr thy honored self, thou 
art the promoter of holiness, the scourge of vice, 
the protector of good subjects, the nourisher of 
the poor, and possessed of excellent penetratiou, 
so that thy acts of wisdom and justice have be- 
come household wordls. As his lord and master 
has condescended to summon his slave, he imme- 
diately obeyed the mandate, alid has also brought 
iiis lord's two other slaVes with him, who are 
willing to sacrifice their lives in the hu^Urs 
cause, for Where they see that theif lord and 
master has dfopped perspiration, on the same 
spot they will be ready to shed their blood. Your 
slave's enemies assert that there is a long-stand- 
ing quarrel on account of a paltry ten biggahs 
of land, between him and the missing man, and 
on this fact they ground their suspicions 
against him. HuzHf is himself the head of a 
family, With several oliVe branches, and can the 
quintessence of wisdom and justice believe that 
a man who has upwards of 2,000 bighas of land 
at his disposal would be stich a consummate and 
egregious fool to commit murder, not because the 
honor of his family is concerned, but to dispossess 
a poor haqqdl of ten highds of land ? May the 
fcuaftir live to see his great-grand children's great- 
grand*children ; his slave asks not for favor to 
be shown him, but only justice. The reason 
which prompted the kdZiir's slave to bring two 
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otber slaves was to convince his lord and master 
that the acquisition of ten bighda of land is a 
trifle in comparison with the deprivation of life 
and eternal separation from those he loves so 
dearly, especially from the huzur's two slaves 
now standing in their lord's presence. This is 
the first time in his life, that the huzuv's^ slave 
has been summoned before the Faujd(tri Court,, 
where, the huzur knows full well, respectable 
natives do not like to appear. It is in the hu- 
zur a power on the one hand to subject his slave 
to such an indignity, and on the other to frus- 
trate the knavish tricks of his enemies. To one 
endowed with sense, it is needless to say any 
thing further ; with the utmost confidence the 
huziir*8 slave places his honor at his lord's feet/* 

The Magistrate being a kind and just man, he 
ordered Dednatddr Mai to return to his village 
without appearing in Court, 

As regards the missing baqqdl, the man being 
a bachelor and having no relatives who cared for 
him, he was asked if he would consent for the 
sum of Rs. 150 to have himself banished to a 
district in the Madras Presidency for one year. 
The man willingly consented, but after a period 
of about ten months when Jdlsdzi baqqdl re- 
turned to the village, he showed people an Urdu 
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letter he received by post ia his banishment. 
The missive ran as follows ; — 

" It did not succeed. Return to your home. 
Never mind the stipulated period. You have 
earned the money, of which you have already 
received two-thirds. Above all things hold your 
tongue when you come." 

The hand-writing of the letter rustic experts 
said, resembled that of one of the factory mohur^ 
rirs who, on being interrogated by a few med- 
dling and oflficious brats told them to hold their 
impertinent tongues. 

Whilst on this subject I would state that I 
knew a lil-wdld sdhib (indigo planter,) who 
played such fantastic tricks, I will not say which 
made angels blush as I have no evidence on the 
point, but which made the ryots cry " Ichabod." 

I was once a witness myself. There was some 
disagreement between a planter and a ryot. Eu- 
ropean gentlemen, with Indian experience, know 
that laying hold of the wrist (bdnh pakkarnd) 
denotes confidence, that is, the seizer pledges 
his honor to deal fairly and justly with the other. 
The lil'Wdld sdhib did this in my presence, and 
notwithstanding the plight, he ruined the ryot. 
If the lord sdhib bahddur wishes to introduce 
self-government, why appoint th^ lil-ivdlds to 
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the post df Honorary Magistrates, who ar^ 
nicknamed by the ryots ^^andheri (darkness, 
denoting injustice) Magistrates." We often ask 
ourselves, what interest can they be expected to 
take in the welfare of a country in which they 
are only birds of passage ! I knew one gentle- 
man, at least, who brought his offidial piosition to 
bear in the service of his employers. 

CHAPTER XVl. 



EXPOSURE Of* INFANTS. 

When I was stationed at a mofussil thdndy thel 
gorait of Mauza I^ifinaozathgunj one morning 
made the following report : — 

" 6 A. M. As I was returning to ray house 
after being awake all night in doing the work of 
the Siirkdr bahddiir by going rounds, I was at-» 
tracted to a spot on hearing the cries of an in- 
fant. On reaching the place, I discovered a girl 
about three days old^ lying in a ditch, and I sus- 
pect that she is the illegitimate offspring of some 
respectable woman, who, to conceal her shame, 
left the child in the place I found it. My first 
act was to take up the child and bring it to the 
thdnd. The only husbandless woman who has 
been pregnant in the village is Mummmdt Hdrd- 
m( brohniani, but the truth of this I cannot 
vouch for; I can only say that one night I acci* 
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dently overheard the conversation erf some of the 
chamdrtolee (where ^kamdrs reside) wometi, who 
were sajdng that Mummmdt Hardmi was en^ 
ceinte by her devmr, (husband's younger brother,) 
Poekidd pdtuk" 

The Thdndddr immediately left for the villaga 
Poslddd pdtuk was primarily sent for, and if the 
assertion that one's face is an index of the mind 
be true, as soon as I saw the man, I whispered to 
a brother Constable that the pdtuk is guilty. 
Shaking like an aspen leaf, he muttered a denial, 
and even went so far as to assert his ignorance of 
his widowed sister-in-law* being pregnant. Mus^ 
amrndt Hardmi being next required, I was de- 
puted to summon her. Mauza Tijlnaozathgunj 
was a large village, and her house was fully half 
a mile from the place where the Thdndddr sat in 
ijlds (court.) On arrival, an old woman fell 
down at my feet and placing four rupees on one 
of my shoes, she begged hard of me to save the 
family from disgrace, which would ultimately 
lead to ruin. On enquiry how I was to protect 
them, she said that if I made a report of Mus^ 
ammdt Hardmi' s having gone on a visit to a dis- 
tant village, 40 miles away, her object would be 
effected, and she would manage the rest of the 
business. I saw through the old woman's dodge 
and conjectured that it was her intention to plead 
an alibi in behalf of her offending daughter-in- 
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law ^the only excuse, which readily offers 

itself to ignorant rustic minds. I told her that 
nothing was easier as I pocketted the four 
*' silvery slaps," and I then returned to report 
that Musammdt Hardmiwas not at home. Before 
leaving however, I cautioned the old woman that 
probably another Constable would be sent to 
make private enquiry as to the truth of my as- 
sertion, and suggested the advisability of con- 
cealing her daughter-in-law in a friendly neigh- 
bour's house. This the old woman fortunately 
did, as on my return, a gorait remarked on hear- 
ing the report, that Musammdt Hardmi must 
have had wings to be forty miles away, as he 
saw her in the morning. A Constable was sent, 
whom the old lady requested to search the house, 
and he returned corroborating my report. In 
the meantime Poshidd pdtuk was busy, having 
got the patwdri to conciliate the Thdndddr by 
an offer of a good round sum. The " man of 
authority " consented to the proposal, provided 
a further small sum was forthcoming for the 
Constables and goraits as hush-money. The 
bargain was struck, and the following report was 
submitted by the Thdndddr : — 

"For two days and nights, ^dvf has been scru- 
tinizingly enquiring into the case, having resolv- 
ed that such a cruel mother, as the mother of the 
infant should be brought to justice ; he regrets 
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however, that his unceasing eflforts have proved 
unsuccessful. Whenever the voice of the help- 
less infant reached his ears, it was like the dart 
of a knife piercing his heart, and this urged him 
on to still greater exertion. From enquiry made 
in T^flnaozathgunj and the adjacent villages, 
it is evident that no woman was illicitly preg- 
nant in them, and the chamdrins whom the 
gorait alluded to in his report, one and all denied 
in toto having circulated such a calumny regard- 
ing Mumimmdt Hardmi Respectable Zamin- 
ddrs and ryots are unanimously of opinion that 
a woman of a distant village must have either 
got her paramour or a near relative to leave the 
infant in the place, where it was discovered by 
the gorait^ in order that suspicion may fall on the 
females of Mauza Tijlnaozathgunj, In this 
opinion fidvi coincides, and he would have made 
enquiry in the contiguous ildqda, but as they 
comprize hundreds of villages, it will be impos- 
sible for him to do so, unless his services be 
spared for at least three months ; in the mean- 
time, he has sent intimation to the Police oflficers, 
with a request that they will co-operate with 
him in finding a clue." 

As the Thdndddr's services could not be spared 
for three months, and the Magistrate knew that 
the infant was alive and cared for at a Mission- 
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ary Foundling Institution, where he had it 
placed, he issued the following order : — 

" The woman has committed the offence under 
circumstances greatly mitigating it, as compared 
with a desertion on a barren heath or in an un- 
frequented place, where the consequence of deser- 
tion would have been great danger or risk of 
danger to life. The papers will be ddkhil duftur 
(filedj until a clue is found.'* 

CHAPTER XVII. 



ABKAREB AND EXCISE. 

The public know that the Police are vested 
with Abkaree and Excise powers ; we are there- 
fore frequently called upon to exercise those 
powers, except of arrest and search, with which 
the superior officers are only vested. One day, 
a Sarkdree informer, Khuhlid Khdn reported 
that a kalvdr, by name Skardbi Idl, carried on 
an extensive trade in European liquor, and that 
if the Police accompanied him, they would re- 
cover about six dozens of ^different brands. Of 
course, we were only too glad to proceed on this 
duty, because the Police receive a ffioiety of the 
fine imposed on the illicit seller. Khuhlid Khdn 
was accompanied by a friend, who received Bs. 2 
to purchase a bottle of brandy, but Shardbi iai, 
suspecting foul play, refused to comply with the 
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request on the score of having no license. Foil- 
ed in this, KhuUid Khdn suggested that we 
sbwild return to the thdnd, but the ThdAndddr 
said that he had come in the expectation of find- 
ing seventy-two bottles of liquor ; a search was 
accordingly instituted in spite of the informer's 
expostulations, and a bottle of brandy recovered. 
The informer, however, availed himself of tha 
opportunity to secrete half a seer of opium in 
the house. Khuhltd Khdn again visited us after 
two days, and reported that information had reach- 
ed him that Shardbi Idl was dealing in illicit opi- 
um. We again proceeded to his bouse, and after 
a vigorous search of one hour, the opium was 
recovered in a dilapidated portion of the house. 
On the one hand, Shardbi Idl was ready to 
swear that some enemy bad placed it in hi^ house, 
and that enemy was Khutled Khdn; aod on 
the other^ KhiiMed Khdn was equally prepared 
to swear that he would indict Shardbi Idl for 
defamation. The Thdndddr put a stop to the 
quaarel by ordering the informer to quit the 
house. The unfortunate huXvdr was ehalldnecl 
in both cases; firstly, for having a little of 
brandy in his possession without a license, and 
secondly, selling illicit opium. The first case 
was tried by the Kamp (Cantonment) Magistrate, 
and the second^ by the Jant sahib (Joint-Magis- 
trate.) Before the former officer, the defendant 
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pleaded that he had as good a right to the use of 
brandy, as any of Her Majesty's Angrezi (Bri- 
tish-bom) subjects. Hearing the man plead so 
defiantly, the Sheristiddr whispered to the Ma- 
gistrate that the defendant was apparently, a 
very gustdkh shake (impertinent individual,) and 
that the kdld ddmi log (black fellows) had no 
business to keep brandy in their houses, especi- 
ally, when they are residents within the Abkdri 
jurisdiction of the huzur purniir ; (the Magis- 
trate's presence reflecting light ;) besides, as the 
gord log (European soldiers) had recently taken 
to drunkenness, an example should be made of 
the offender. The defendant further pleaded 
that he was not caught selling the liquor, al- 
though Khubled Khdn had laid a trap for him, 
but the bottle was found secured in a box, where 
he had kept it for private consumption. Not- 
withstanding his able defence, Shdrdbi Idl was 
sentenced to be mulcted in the sum of Rs. 5, 
and he considered himself fortunate in escaping 
imprisonment and the payment of Rs. 50 asked for 
by the Magistrate's Sheristiddr, In the Excise 
case the accused's plea of some enemy having 
stealthily placed the opium in his house, could 
not be entertained in the presence of such over- 
whelming evidence as three " respectable" ban- 
ids coming forward to depose on oath that the 
search was formally and fairly conducted in their 
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presence ; the Jant sahib therefore fined Shard- 
hi Idl Rs. 8 and ordered the opium to be con- 
fiscated. In my humble opinion, the Police can- 
not be too careful in the matter of conducting 
the search of houses, and I think that an inform- 
ers's duty is over when he has indicated the house 
of the individual transgressing the law ; I am also 
of opinion that an informer has no business to ac- 
company the Police inside of a house, nor does 
the law sanction the trespass. The law only 
requires the attendance of two or three " respect- 
able " men as witnesses, and the Police should 
restrict themselves to the procedure laid down 
by the Legislative Council In the case of Shd- 
rdhi Idl, it is true that he sold liquor without 
a license, and as KhiOlid Khdn was the Sarkdri 
informer of the jurisdiction, the illicit seller paid 
him a yearly douceur of Rs. 5 and thus saved bis 
purse the sum of Rs. 11 — the price of a license 
being Rs. 16. After paying the informer for 
the first year, Shardbi lol put him off from day 
to day on the second year's stipend becoming 
due, and as he saw that Khijuhled Khdn had gone 
home enraged, he expected a visit, sooner or 
later, from the Police ; therefore, as a precau- 
tionary measure, he, during the night, removed 
all the liquor to a friend's house, and retained 
only one bottle, which the Police recovered. 
The readers of this book will naturally enquire 
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whence comes all tbis licpior ? It is no difficult 
matter to solve the mystery, and tiie answer 
is easy. From the Mess Houses; memhants, 
■who do not take the trouble of " taking stock " 
at regular periods; hotels; houses of private 
gentlemen, who think the keeping of aai account 
of consumption a bore ; and on the occasion of balls 
and parties, especially subscription entertainments, 
Khansdm^^, khidmatgdrs, and bearers are the 
great suppliers of the thieving liquor market. 
Apropos of my remarks I would state that a 
European gentleman, with ample means at his 
command, kept an ©pai house, and bdng of a 
social disposition, he gave frequent dinner par- 
ties; his custom was to send a larg« order 
once a year to some Calcutta merchant (or the 
replenishment of his cellar. One day he re- 
marked to his Tckansamdy that such a large quan- 
tity of brandy could not have been consumed ; that 
he had indented for 12 dozens of Esshaw No. 1 
and he now found only one dozen left. The 
servant, nothing disconcerted, replied, that the 
charge brought wafia very serious one and that the 
huzur'a guldm had always been very careful of 
his master's property, therefoi^, as a matter of 
^viden^ial precaution he had not permitted the sale 
of the empty bottles. After this f>emark, the 
wily lohanadmd proceeded to the god own, and 
summoning jptmkhd coolies and grass^utters. 
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be ordered them to bring out the empty bottles 
with wire on them, and wiiich he displayed to 
view under the portico in eleven rows of a dozen 
each ; his n^xt act was to implore of his master 
as gvldm'a dbru (dignity) was at stake, to wit- 
ness the proof of his honesty. The master came 
4nd seeing the bottles, remarked that he was 
glad to find " it was all right." But, it never 
struck this gentleman that empty bottles of al- 
fiaost all brands are sold in the bazaar at a pice 
each. The fact is, that the kttansdmd was an 
juaabidexterous rogue, and whenever with one 
hand he stole a full bottle, he took the cunning 
precaution with the other to replace it by a pur- 
chased empty one. For such duplicity, however, 
the khascmd's simple-minded master was not 
prepared. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 



A MOSLEM WIZARD. 

I heard a very strange story from a brother- 
Constable, and as I and others made a penny by 
the wizard's relatives, I shall relate it for the 
benefit of my readers. Several ye^s ago, a bro- 
ther-Constable, by name Darpohnd Khdn, fell 
in love with a tawaif (dancing girL) He was a 
poor man on a monthly salary of Rs. 6, whilst 
the dancing girl's annual income, after defraying 
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all expenses, amounted to nearly Rs. 2,000. 
What hope then had poor Darpoknd Khdn in 
winning the aflfections oiDilthan4hak Jan, especi- 
ally when rich bankers' sons and vakils paid 
their addresses to her! He sighed in vain, and 
as she resided within his beat, he was ever rea- 
dy to proflfer his aid on a policeman's services 
being required to quell a row between two pug- 
nacious lovers unexpectedly meeting each other 
at DiUhamfhak Jdn's house. One day, Darpok- 
nd Khdn summoned suflficient courage to declare 
his love, but poor man! he was promptly in- 
formed that his senses must have taken leave of 
him. Probably, in gratitude for the services 
rendered by him when Police aid was required, 
she seemingly felt sympathy and altered her tone 
into one of kindness ; she courteously informed 
him that to return his attachment would be tan- 
tamount to signing a pledge to wear " the beg- 
gar's badge " ; she next asked him a homely 
question, as to how he would contrive to support 
her on Rs. 6, whilst her monthly expenditure- 
amounted to Rs. 100? Poor Darpoknd Khdn 
cursed his kisTnat (fate) that he was not born to 
be a Saddar did (Subordinate Judge) or a Dipty 
(Deputy Collector.) He however admitted the 
propriety of her remarks, and told her that he 
would patiently submit to the decrees of his bad- 
nasib (ill-fortune.) He did not apparently 
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give up all hope aa tbe action he took to win bar 
affection clearly pnoves. Having heard that there 
resided in a certain, jungle, a man who practised 
witchcraft, and that he possessed the power of 
making people alt^ their inclinations, Haarpok^ 
wiu Khdn, as a last ray of hope, welded his way 
to the wizard's hut, perchance he may get help 
from Magnus Appollo. As the wizard nevei? left 
his hut, and depended for hi^ food on those whe 
came to consult the oracle, Dckrpohmi Kkdn 
found no difficulty in meeting him ; on arrival, 
be saw him sitting under a tree, near the trunk 
of which stood his solitary hut. With all tne 
ardour of an impassioned lover, he related hifl 
attachment for the daucing girl, not fOcgOitting 
to mention the rebuff he got for his pains. The 
wizard promised to take him under the oegis of 
his proiection, and as a preliminary step directed 
the Constable to get a fowl, a long rope,^ not 
under thirty feet in length, and two pegs; at 
the same time he requested hk consnlter %q £n4 
out a new tomb. At about 11 p. M. they both 
proceeded to a burial^ound, — — the Constabto 
carried the fowl, rope, and pegs. On arrival, Dotv 
pokna Khdm, indicated the tomb; after whieh. 
the wizard commenced repeating sooui uninteU 
ligible words ; next he took one peg and hami* 
mered it on the tomb, and to which he tied one 
end of the rope ; then taking the other end of 
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the rope, he tied it to a peg fixed thirty feet 
distant, and to this peg he also tied the squeak* 
ing fowl. Then after repeating some other un- 
intelligible words, the wizard directed the Con- 
stable to remain at a distance of three or four 
paces from the fowl whilst he proceeded with 
his incantations, but in reality to remain in per^ 
du in an adjacent trench. No 80<mer had the 
wizard Irft for the trench, Darpokna Khdn, who 
was by this time frightened out of his senses, 
climbed up a tree, and from there he thought he 
would see every thing. After the lapse of some 
hours, and findiug " the grey dawn breaking,'* 
he descended from his lofty abode to learn the 
result erf the wizard^s incantations. The fowl 
was missing, but let the reader picture to hdm* 
self Darpokna Khan's astonishment when he 
saw his companion lying dead in the trench. 
Ideas pass through our minds quicker than we 
can speak them, especially in these sorts of mo- 
ments. Gradually as he reflected on the danger 
of his position, the lines of thought in Darpok* 
na Khdn's mind seemed to cross each other, and 
interweave like confused webs spinning around 
him. From the cemetry, he absconded as fast as 
his legs could carry him and returned to the tta- 
nd. Two days after, the matter was reported by 
some travellers- in the following words : — 

" Passing through Bard Fir's burial ground. 
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we saw the corpse of a man lying in a trench ; 
we are of opinion that jackals have pulled it out 
of the grave." 

An investigation was held, and the Magistrate 
sdhib personally visted the spot ; the Police, un- 
der the impression that a murder had been per- 
petrated, were directed to find a clue. Poor Dar- 
poUna Khdn's feelings may be better imagined 
than described. At the same time, the corpse 
was sent for post-mortem examination to the 
Dakdar sdhib, who reported that death had been 
caused by snake-bite. After this, Darpokna 
Khdn breathed more freely, but the Magistrate 
having ordered the Police to find out the reason 
of , the deceased man's presence at the cemetry at 
such a time, he was again frightened out of his wits. 
I was deputed to trace out the wizard's relatives, 
whom, after much trouble, I discovered, and this 
gave me a good opportunity to pocket a few ru- 
pees. I learnt that the wizard had a wife and 
mother, residing under the protection of his elder 
brother, who held an eight-anna share in Mauzd 
Kkubnafdganj. I proceeded there, in order to 
learn from the relatives, the history of their un- 
fortunate deceased kinsman. His name was Mir- 
zd Badnasib Beg, and being a misanthrope, he 
relinquished family and home to seek life in a 
jungle, where he practised witchcraft. They fur- 
ther said his opinion was, that the greatest bene- 
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faetor to the present geaeration would be a se- 
coad Herod, wko could prevent another genera- 
tion from succeeding it. I at once inferred that 
a man who could talk such gibberish could never 
be the friend of any human being with the slight- 
est respect for his species or himself. The family 
held a high head in the village, which being a 
profitable estate, yielded them an annual income, 
after payment of the Sarkdri revenue, of nearly 
Rs. 4,000. The wizard's brother, Mirzd Rob- 
ddr BeQy considered JSadnasib Beg' 8 withdraw- 
al from public life, one of the greatest calamities 
which had befallen bis family, as on every occa- 
sion of a land dispute between him and his fel- 
low-zemindars, he was taunted by them, though 
unjustly, as being the cause of his younger bro- 
ther's abandonment of house and home ; in fact, 
his caluminators so far aspersed his character, 
as to circulate false reports of his being in liai- 
son with his sister-in-law. These false represen- 
tations weighed very heavily on Robddr Beg' a 
mind. His friends considered him to be a very 
happy man, but every heart know its own bitter- 
lifess. Ih every pillow there are some thorns; 
in every house there is a skeletcm as the saying 
is. There is sure to be in the most favored lot 
to outward appearances some drawback, some 
counterpoise, some buty which makes it less desi- 
rable than in the distance it seemed to be. 
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Many whom the world counts happy, and whose 
condition is looked up to with envy, are yet the 
victims of some secret sorrow, some crook in ikae 
lot. Mio'zd Mobddr Beg was considered a great 
zamtTifddr^ but he frequently said that the poor* 
est chamdr, twith no tiiought of care or woe, was 
a far happier being than himself. Having rela- 
ted the circumstances attending Badnaaib Btg'% 
decease, I informed Rohdar Beg of my being 
deputed by the Magistrate eMi> baJiddur to 
Iwing the deceased's wife and mother, as they 
would be the best witnesses for recognizing the 
body. As the women were pardd-nashins, the 
brother urged his willingness to accompany me ; I 
reiterated that my orders were imperative, and 
not an iii<^ would I budge without the women ; 
€^ the SMue time, turning to the village gorcdt, 
I ordered bim to bring a palanquin or <iooly with 
hakars (bearers.) This seeming earnestness on 
my part brought Robddr Beg to book, and pre- 
isenting me with Rs. 5, he begged that I would 
protect tihe women from«uch an act of indignity, 
as appearing in a public court. Having pocket- 
ed the money, I and Robddr Beg lost no time 
in proceeding to the ihdnd. The ThimddAr, on 
seeing the deceased's brother, thundered out 
" this is a most cruel proceeding on youi: part ; 
you were aware that your brother was a pdgal^ 
(insane) and it was your duty to have protected 
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him, or to have applied to the authorities for his 
admission into a lunatic asylum ; instead of this 
humane and fraternal proceeding, you dida aur 
danista (knowingly and intentionally) sacrificed 
his life ; in short, Badnasib Beg has fallen a 
victim to your sordidness, as it was for your own 
acquisitive ends that you did not observe the 
most ordinary precautions to save him. The 
Magistrate sd^ib is naturally indignant at such 
barbarous conduct, and I would not be surprized 
if your brother's one-quarter share of the village 
was confiscated to the Sarkdr bahddur" 

This railing in good set terms obtained 
for the Thdndddr a nazar (gift) of Rs. 25, 
which made him change his tone in a ji%, and 
he commenced addressing Robddr Beg as Mirzd 
sdhib. After this, the Thdndddr reported for 
the information of the Magistrate sdhib that 
"the deceased was an eccentric individual and 
he practised witchcraft ; his presence at the ce- 
metry during night-time can only be accounted 
for in connection with some business for the fur- 
therance of his infamous art ; that having made 
strict enquiry, fidwi has been informed of the 
relatives having treated their unfortunate kins- 
man with uniform kindness, but neither the re- 
monstrances of a mother, the advice of a brother, 
nor the tears of a wife, had the least effect on the 



y Google 



( 103 ) 

deceased ; consequently one night he left the vil- 
lage and though every efforthadbeenmade to trace 
him, DO body could state whither he had gone." 
Ob a perusal of this lying report, the Magistrate 
sdhib ordered the papers to be ddkhU-daftar 
(filed). 

When the affair was hushed up, and several 
months had rolled on in their course, Darpokna 
Khan related to me the story of his rejected 
love, adding that the Dakdar adhib attributed 
the cause of Badrvasib Beg' a decease to snake- 
bite, but he is almost sure that a spirit must 
have killed him; he also said that having con- 
sulted a learned Mahomedan doctor on the sub- 
ject, he was informed that such things do occur, 
and the wizard was a novice in the art, — this 
probably being his first attempt to test his re- 
cently-acquired qualifications. On enquiry as to 
the reason of the wizard's directing him to stand 
three or four paces from the fowl, the philomath 
said, the spirit after devouring the fowl would have 
attacked him, but having taken the precaution 
to climb up a tree, the wizard became a victim to 
bis own ignorance in the art of witchcraft, and 
Darpokna Khdn's life was saved. I am aware 
that the aahibdn Angrez place no credence in 
such stories, but they are implicitly believed in 
by persons of the Mahomedan and Hindoo reli- 
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gions, who know that thete is nothing Bxtrao*^ 
dinaary in them. In iny H3oimtry this is a com- 
inoQ mode of raising money, superstitious ^crowds 
flocking to the individuals thus signaled. Al- 
though superstition was by some laugtied to scorn ; 
yet there were many who could not be convinced 
of their folly, and whilst they were ever ready 
to honour the wkard during his lifetime, they 
were equally ready after death to rev^ence his 
tomb. Were it not for the restraints of law, and 
the still more powerful counteracting influences 
of Christian philanthrophy, my countrymea 
would be exposed to the worst effects of supersti- 
tion the great brutalizer of the human race, 

tDonstables attached to Hofussil fh^inds often 
hear df '4itfle matters,*' which the authorities at 
the Sudder Station know nothing of; for instance, 
when the Income Tax Act was originally passed, 
1 recollect with whsCt harsh measures it was, in 
some locaHties, introduced to the rustic population, 
To state how persons were compelled to dance at- 
tiendance at the Tahsdddrt for weeks, how peons 
t)ulliedthe people, how old scores were paid off, how 
^veiry jack4n«office sasHred* respectable Zamin-^ 

* A term of opprobrium, meaoing that the person uaiug it 
lias macrtied the oUier'^ <|a^^r ; Mtiir means lather-iolatf. 
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44^8, haw wiafe*drfo:(jhir'elmgs) laid (Jqwji tli?' Uww 
QAd put on big looks> Jiow even the primte seiy 
^apt3 of Tah9(ld4ri o&da,h ga,ve tjbeiQselve^ air^ 
and lorded it over people, &;c., &c„ &c., would 
tc^e up too muck time; I was ia those da]^ at^ 
tecbedto a /jft(t»4 iw^r which wj^ thft pflP*l9'^w4 
tofmldari; ia the jiwsdicition, resided two ftfltwi- 
yf^-^, who traded^ ill i)roa a»d; sugar, aud it wa& 
commonly reqpcwjt^d that they were worth a lao of 
rupees each ; coja$equently, when the Tahaildir 
sahib was asoertainii^ particulars of eveiy body'^ 
aAimal income, we naturally expected that the- 
two baniya9, whoae yearly profits were Rs. I0,0©ft 
aod Rsu 11,500 respectiyely, would be as^eeoj^ 
not under tJbe sum of Ba. 100 ea^h. In ^6, bckvr 
dobast (settlement ofratea) paper, I s^w that theirs 
names were down for Rs. 200> bui for some i^ea^, 
son or other, sufficiently eig^lioable tp tbose^ wh<» 
know India^ the TdhaUdif had them, ass^essed afe, 
only Rs, 10 eaoh per annum. On the oAerhwwl 
an. old wom«»i^ known sm th^ hcMi-wniUhbufHof 
(ofl^e who sold turmeric,) whose profit couMmofc 
have eswjeeded lour; piae pw diem, was assess^ed 
at B& X4 per aunum. She begged haipd to bor 
let. off, but was coolly informed thj^t iu: the; evjaiwt 
of persistence she wwild be sent tp a lunatifi asy- 
lum, and tiae conseqji^enoe wa^ that sbe^ had tfK 
close her shop, My readers will uaAumUy enr. 
quire, why she did i^pt appeal to tbe CoUe<^tOF. 



y Google 



( 106 ) 

sdhibt Such a question is easily asked, but 
could a poor defenceless woman presume to go 
up to higher authority with a complaint of the 
TahsUdd/r^a injustice, and at the same time re- 
side in her village ? She might have done so 
had the Zaminddr and the Takailddr been at 
loggerheads, but as they wore bosom friends, she 
patiently submitted to the injustice. The reason 
of her being assessed so high was that she had 
lodged a suit at the Civil Court a year ago against 
a Tahsilddrt peon, who was her neighbour, for ta- 
king earth from her premises, and he privately 
informed the Tah^ilddr of the old woman ^* being 
worth a great deal of money ; " the fact is that the 
Takadddr sdhib did not understand the scope of 
the enactment — the intention of the Icmi sdhih 
bahddur was not to tax people on what they 
Were worth, but on their incomes, and the Ta/i* 
sUddr was under the impression that the par- 
gcmnd which showed the largest tax total, 
would earn the Collector adhiVa Jcuahnudi Tea 
parvdma, (certificate of praise.) My readers 
should also bear in mind, that in most villages 
there is hardly a man to be found acquainted 
with Urdu, id est, who can write a decent urzt 
(petition). The moharir of my thdnd gene^. 
rally acted the part of scrivener, but he, and the 
two or three mukhtars practising at the tahsiU 
dart bar, invariably refused to assist any aggrieve 
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ed person, who was inclined to appeal against 
the orders of the local magnate with dual powers, 
viz, those of Dipty Magistrate and Dipty Collec- 
tor. I know from my own experience that some 
people think doing wrong a small matter, and evi- 
dently, the TahaUddr was of the same opinion. 
Such individuals may smile at it, they may gloss 
it over, they may pooh-pooh warning, but wrong is 
wrong, and it will eventually find them out. Let 
them, at least, be sure of one fact, that this world 
is not a lawless common where all who can, may 
plunder and go harmless. The case of the Tah- 
sllddr of Ajf(xtga7ij is one to the point ; he deceiv- 
ed one Collector, Charter Richly, Esqr., who was a 
very kind and Bmishle sdhib, but during the next 
regime he came to grief. Ex passant 1 would 
observe that beinof in hio:h favor with the DiwaU" 
j{ (moharir) I used to tout for him, and this piece 
of service procured me two annas per rupee ; it 
should however be noted that the moharir could 
only assist such clients as required their petitions 
to be written, and were willing to act in proprid 
persand before the TaMlddr. 

Another method resorted to by Constables for 
making a few annas in City or Mofussil thdnda, 
is by watching manufacturers of fireworks; a 
man takes out a license, authorizing him to sell 
fireworks within certain boundaries; he hears 
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tfaata'4air igrbein^hdlcL mwoB adjaoatit village ot 
city: nwhalldi SLftdi pitKffleds^toi the locality; a. 
Constable of ' the bea*^x>i one goibg out *' on hia 
walk ofc obs€a57€ufcion," pomiceaiipott tke pyrotech- 
nist, and he is harBhly? toldbthat.he had ttans- 
greseedthe QdnAn.Xlmr) , and^^tai, his intention, 
was ta/areb hara (defiwud) ih@ Sarkdr bakd* 
cEwr of the revenue. The man> with folded hands, 
pleads he had no stich intention, and that the 
wa^ts o£ a large family induced him to visit the 
£air; be ifi ordared by the "nak^wdta'' to 
aceompany him to the Jft^{M4^ froiB whenee he 
will be ehalldned. Rn r^ute, the Constable ex» 
patiates <hi the matgnittzde of the offence eom* 
matted, and hiata are thTOwn out that besides the 
fine which is- generally imposed on such ^end** 
ers, some have, m addition, been quodded ; and 
as for the fireworks, be ie told, that they have 
been invariaUiy oontfiscaied; va fact^ he is made 
to believe that the o&dnoe he is charged with is 
a very faeinova oikey and this is sufficient ta> 
frighten him o^t of hia wits^ a» tf he aetuallj^ 
stood arraigned on a ch^ge of murder. Howr 
lucky then the poor man must consider himself if 
he can purchase freedom for soxtoen^ annas I Proba- 
bly, on returning to the bosom of his family, he^ 
mentally desoanta on poverty being a crime, 
and simultaneously, his ideas of Police despotism 
g^-ow clearer* 
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Heare is ambtber tit bit. Truth is soaaeiimes 
strangerrtt^K&jfictioiiy wkicfa aphorism my readers 
wiU.fixftd exemplified in the story I am going to 
relate. A very stxjcBge a£EEiir took place wheal 
was attached to a Gity^ tiidnd, I'here was in ihe 
district a MohamedaD^ Dipty adhib, who had re^ 
eeived. a good English Bducation, and was oon« 
sidered a first*rarf». Arabic and Persian scholar. 
He was rery partial to, European society, sakt 
once a year;, on the anniversary of his appoint- 
ment to' a Bieputy CoUeqtorahip, he commemom- 
ted the eveni by a supper and having a grand 
illumination and display of fireworks. To this 
entertainment he iiivijbed his European and Na« 
tive Mends^ and as &e; Superintendent sdhih 
was always a gnest^ two Head and twelve Foot 
Constables were generally deputed for the pre-* 
servalionof order on die public roadandin the Dip* 
tj/s premises. One year, an Jishtaad sdhib (Assis*^ 
tant Magistrate) of a neighbouring district wa& 
the guest of (mr Collector sdAib^ and as the la^er 
gentleman had been invited,, the IsMamt sdhib 
accompanied him tot the. ^'alaei. (entertainment). At 
the supper*table> it. was: previously airanged Iheat 
the Europeans shoQld sit intone row and the Na* 
tives on iixe q^po^te ;. amcmg the latter, was a 
young man, a nephew of the. Di/pty^ sdh^, who 
was employed aa a miAemr on Rs. 15 per men*- 
sem in the same district as the I^Umt saML 



y Google 



( no ) 

Unfortunately, the moharir sB^ivisavis to the 
Assistant Magistrate, who, having forgotten that 
be was present at a social entertainment, addres- 
sed the moharir as turn and enquired ''what 
brought him to the tamdahd ? " (fun). Luckily, 
the Dipty sdhib, as host, sat at the head of the 
table with the Collector sdhib on his right, and 
having overheard the conversation, he whispered 
something to the latter gentleman, who went up 
to his friend and informed him that the moharir 
was their host's nephew. The menials who were 
present, were the Dipty adhiVa private servants 
and he could, as he remarked, ** restrain their 
tongues," but as I had come into the room to de- 
liver a letter, sent by some gentleman, addressed 
to the Dipty, I also witnessed the turning con- 
tretemps. My readers surely know that the 
word " turn " . is only addressed to persons of low 
degree, and *'rfp" to those who have a claim to 
be called respectable. If the. Assistant Magis-* 
trate thought that the moharir was not entitled 
to the latter distinction, and as the adhib was only 
a " recent arrival," his motto, until he acquired a 
knowledge of Hinduatani etiquette, should have 
been ailentium dUum. On delivery of the letter, 
the Dipty adhib ordered me to await a reply 
under the portico, and on no account to stir until 
he came out. In quarter of an hour he was with 
me ; he called me aside and putting Bs. 5 in my 
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right hand, begged of me not to mention what 
transpired at the supper-table. To quote the 
Dipty edhiVs own words :--'^ You know MiydA 
Mittkfi Khdn that we are the slaves of custom, 
and if the unfortunate affair is noised abroad, 
people will exaggerate and my enemies probably 
circulate some story or other of my nephew's 
being kicked by ih.^ lahtcmt adhih. You know 
well that if such a lying report finds its way into 
the hazdr^ I shall undoubtedly have to solicit 
the favor of a transfer. I am quite certain that 
you can be trusted, and as for the servants who 
were present, I know that they will restrain their 
tongues for my sake/^ I assured the Dipty adhib 
that so far as his slave Was concerned not a word 
would escape him. So my readers will take note 
that even such great folks as the Dipty adhibdn 
bend their knees to the poor Kv/niahtaUd/a (Con« 
stables), 

I shall now relate another method of replen- 
ishing our pockets. Of all the beats in a City 
thdmd none are more lucrative than those locali^ 
ties where ** women of the town " reside. These 
degraded creatures have generally two or more 
paramours, exempli gratia, Muaamat Earaingdr 
had seventeen, as was recently proved in a riot- 
ing case before a Subordinate Magistrate. When 
a row takes place at one of these houses, we re« 
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^eiM battdaome^ pmBontB foe aoeeding to ikmm 
wadbea. io not taking the disputants to the tkdnd ; 
hut it frequwitly. happ^aa that.befbre any. one isi 
ntimx^ ^ early dawQ^ vte come aeross? soa3^ 
hohbledy hoy, a. soipn of the- natiye ariwtoors^, 
getting ou^of aa;^ .house of illrfeiae^ea^^ to re^ 
^oji^a home W his faither or gqsirdian haa lisen^ 
Ifeow, bed Vulpine-like^ we pounce upon the, 
incmhoriito and a story is concoc^ied fo^r the oopa« 
sion. To frighten him we aay tbM '^ last, ni^t " 
a heinous offence had: been o^mmitted in the: 
neighbourhood, and suspicion points tx) hiiaa, be;* 
cause his house not being in the mohckUdc he hai}. 
no business to be wher$ he ought not to hare 
been; aftev this remark ti^e loy^ is ordiered to 
come to the thdnd: As he would have ta account, 
for his presence in a strasnge mohaild aaid prcK 
duce witnesses in corroboration of his innocence, 
he is only too glad to escape home by a present 
of a few rupees ; in the alternative he fully 
knows what is in store for him* as he wouid baye 
to satisfy the avaricious apetit£fs of three cf 
{(mx thdnd, officers. As. a natui;al sejquence, of 
the two balden, (evils) he selects the. lesserj one^ 
Xtecollect the caae of a young man whose night 
escapades were detected by his father^ who 
threatened to expel him from the house; the 
son promised to turn over a new leaf, but like a 
certain old gentleman in the couplet, he was a 
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monk wlien diok and a devil when well. I afaall 
conclude this chapter by sdiowing bow one Con«> 
stable has sometimes to purchase the favor of a 
brother CotistaUe. Polyandry, it is well known, 
is practised hj some sects in the Panj&b. In the 
district where I was employed, there were a* 
number of Seikhs; and it was commonly report* 
ed that there were two Constables, who, had one 
wife betwe«n tbem. As time rolled on, one of 
them was promoted to the rank of Head Con* 
Stable, whilst the other remained in his own 
|[rade ; after obtaining promotion the Head Ooa*^ 
stable thought that now being in a position to 
support a wife, be would ask the woman to mak^ 
-her efaoioe ; the woman, of course, for her own 
-acquisitive ends selected the Head Constable, 
/firstly, on aeootant of bis receiving enhanced pay, 
-and secondly, «s ^she would be looked up to by 
ihe rM4iaUd women as a superior being ami 
henceforth be called jamaddrin sdkib, in like 
manner as the TaiiMMr'^ wife was called Begum 
BAhib or WahMddbrm ^dkib, mxd that of the ju- 
risdiction fhdndddr, khdnam or ihdndddrm 
a4h4b. The poor Constable, on hearing of tiie 
woman's selection, bewailed his kismat (fate) 
tad related to the mohaUd people all his acts of 
kind&ess to the ungrateful woman, who had now 
jilted him. All this was commumcated to her, 
but it bad no effect on her heart; she declared 
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that her resolution was made and she would 
abide by it. The Constable having sworn to take 
his kasar ; (revenge,) the Head, as a precaution- 
ary measure, petitioned the SupenntendeTd ad- 
hib, praying that the Constable be restricted from 
visiting the mohulld as he was apprehensive 
there would be bloodshed. An order was accord- 
ingly issued to the Inspector in charge of the 
Reserve Police directing him to see it carried 
out. Two months had elapsed without the Con- 
stable's infringing the order, but one day having 
imbibed a pretty good quantity of bhdikg, (<jan- 
nabia acUiva) he, under the effects of it, presented 
himself near the woman's house and abused her 
to his heart's content ; luckily, the Head Consta- 
ble had a friend in the mohcMd who hastily pro- 
ceeded to inform him of the Constable's^ doings ; 
he, at once, communicated the r^ort to the Irir- 
specter a<0db, who deputed me to find out whe- 
ther the Constable had infringed the order. The 
Constable knew what the consequences would be 
if I reported in the affirmative, so tipping me a 
couple of rupees, he made himself scarce. I re- 
ported, that on my arrival the Constable was not 
in the neighbourhood. I think that the Inspec- 
tor adhib did not credit my report, as shortly 
after an order having been received from the 
Inspector-General adhib, bah4dur, to transfer six 
Constables to MuakkUpur district in lieu of that 
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number of men, who had been up to some 
pranks which necessitated their removal^ the Ins- 
pector adhib, in order to put a stop to further 
rows, recommended to the Supermtendent sdhib 
the transfer of the Seikh Constable, as one of 
the six, to proceed to MushkH/p^r, In conclu- 
sion, I would observe that in the formation of 
Gk>orkh& or Seikh matrimonial connexions, there 
is generally an appropriate preface of personal 
acquaintance and plighted love. In the ceremo- 
ny of marriage, little expense is incurred either 
of time or money ; a feast of good things is pre- 
pared, in which their countrymen participate. 
A brahmin is hired for the occasion, and he 
throws a white chaddar (sheet) over the couple 
which is the form of sealing the marriage con- 
tract, and amidst the best wishes of the guests, 
''they twain are made one flesh," after which, the 
friends retire, and one pillow figuratively reminds 
the wedded lovers that they are no longer " two." 
Unfortunately, however, for the perpetuity of 
conjugal felicity, the sacred torch in a very short 
period, begins to burn with a dim light ; the at- 
mosphere which first surrounded it, is no longer 
the simple element of love ; and concussions 
soon follow, which burst asunder the feebly con- 
structed fabric. The man then collects a pan- 
chdyet of his countrymen; they listen to the 
wishes of the parties, and the aar-pancH (presi- 
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dent) proDOunceB the grave decision of separsr 
tion, and his conscience is equally satisfied with 
a hearty dinner given by the man, as with a con- 
viction that he has rendered justiiee in the case. 
A week after, the woman finds a new home, Mid 
altogether forgetting the cireiimirtanees of the 
divorce, quietly i^esides *' under the protection " <tf 
some other Oonstahie. 

CHAPTER XX. 



The Sarkdr bahddur is under the impression 
ttat slavery has teen totally suppressed. This 
is a mistaken notion ; if the last census returns 
were carefully scrutinized, they would open the 
eyes of the authorities. Select any mohaUd or 
village where Mohamedans preponderate, and 
it will be corroboratively proved that my asser- 
tion is correct. I shall quote from the census 
return subnntted by one Mohamedan family ; 
it returned one head of the family ; four women* 
i. 6. wife, mother, grandmother and aunt ; two 
sons and two daughters; 11 dependents, to wit 
one male and ten female serrants. If the latter 
were in reality as represented to be, it should 
have been ascertained what were their respective 
salaries ? The reply would have been that they 
received no salaries, but were fed and clothed. 
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How eould it be possible for any man on; an an* 
nital incomeof B». 500^ or Ba 600 to retain so^ 
many paiti servants ? B«t; I would state that 
tkese women are wiUing^ ilavesraod probably, if 
an offer were made, some would not consent to 
change their hom^. Those who^ aire blessed with 
beauty become tiie mistresses either of the s(m9 
or n^bewa of the head cf the house, whilst 
others, who unfortuna^y hare tb^r ^ia cur« 
tailed of its fak pnoportiona, bestow their band^^ 
on their free fdJiow-servants or son& of slave girl9 
— some i»efer to remain ** single/' but in reality 
they have paramours among the men of the viW 
lage or mohalld. A high sense of female ehas^ 
tity not being prevalent, nor highly regarded by 
the ''owners" of these creatuves^ prostitution 
becomes a natural and extensive consequence. 
These men know iheA by nature, they are both 
physically and mentally s^j^eric^r to^ the female 
sex, in which the female aGq«ie9ce»; therefore 
the former exercise control e<rer the latter at 
pleasure, and apply, if need require, the shoe^ the 
loot, the palm of the hand, the point of the eU 
bow, or even the handle of the domestic £ar- 
ckitl (iron spoon) to correct the frowardness or 
obstinacy of the " weaker vessdi," However in- 
consistent the fiaet may appear with the estima- 
tion in which the female character is held, I 
know of several instances in which slave-girl in* 
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fluence strongly and irresistibly diffuses itself in 
domestic and even public concerns. The Sarkdr 
bahddur has adopted repressive measures for the 
suppression of infaticide among Rdjputs, but if 
the walls of some Moslem harems had tongues, 
they would disclose tales, which would astonish 
the Angrezi-sdhiban. When there is a liaison 
between aMohamedan " gentleman ** and a alave^ 
girl, and the result is the birth of a girl, does any ' 
one imagine that the father would permit such 
ofl&pring to live ? On the one hand, the father 
knows that no man of equal social status would 
permit a relative to marry such a girl ; and on 
the other, he is too proud to bestow the hand of 
his daughter, though illegitimate, on any man 
lower than him in the social scale ; at the same 
time, friends and relatives hint that his dbini 
(dignity) will suffer if the infant girl unfortu- 
natley grows to womanhood. So his resolution 
is formed, and the poor mother, with all her care 
and vigilance, never suspects that her offspring 
has been murdered. The dark secrets of such 
murders will, I fear, be always hid from Sarhdri 
officials to enable them to take cognizance of the 
crime, but they cannot be concealed from that 
One dread Avenger, whose judgments will reach 
the perpetrators wherever they may go and fol- 
low them most assuredly to the grave. ' Aa a 
leaf is swayed by the wind, so are these proud 
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Mobamedans swayed by every body about theniy 
never possessing a will of their own. Many an 
infant-girl rests in ber grave : tbere is little hope 
that the mystery of her fate will ever be fathom- 
ed by Police intelligence. The remembrance of 
such crimes are ever with the perpetrators, in 
one ot those secret places of the soul, which they 
can open and shut at pleasure and keep unknown 
to all the world. But there are always excep- 
tions to every rule^ and I do not mean to include 
every Mohamedan in the category; there are, 
however, some who practise infanticide, and I 
assert that Rajputs axe not exclusive in this res- 
pect. In my humble opinion, whether infanti- 
cide be practised by a Rdjput who is too proud 
to be called a aasur (father-in-law); or by a 
Mohamedan, who will not bestow the hand of 
his illegitimate daughter on one lower than him 
in the social scale, the offence surely equals in 
horror that crime, which the most fervid imagi- 
nations have fixed on, in the whole compass of 
human crimes, as exhibiting the climax of bar- 
barity, the murder of the innocents. Some men 
advance one step further in crime. During the 
period of gestation, i. e. about the fourth month 
of the slave-girFs pr^nancy, they try to find out 
if the child will be a boy or giri, and if the ora- 
cle declares the latter, they cause a miscarriage. 
One of the modes of fathoming this recondite 
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secret ia as follows :-^Oto a Sunday or Tuesday 
mornings unknown ta the woman enceinte, some 
incantations are repeated, and she is closely 
watched ; if she passes, her hand on the h«ad to 
smooth her hair, or touches her nose or ear, it ia 
said that the child will be a girl ; but if the fe-^ 
male touches one of her cheeks or upper lip or 
chin, which respectively represent whiskers, mus- 
tachios and beard, symbols of maQhood and 
called by us ''man's jewelry," it is declared that 
a boy will be born. Another mode is called isti* 
khard; this is done by haviug a hundred and 
one beads stringed together ; the consulter re^ 
peata an incantation and then says :— '" Oh thou 
secret which art hid from human view and intel- 
lect, it is my wish to discover, therefore 1 eome 
to consult the oracle by enquiring, whether the 
child will be male or female ; tell the truth thou 
true Oracle 1" After this, the consulter seizes 
some beads at random ; if the number be odd, 
the' oracle has declared that a boy will be born; 
if ev^i, a girL 

Causing miscarrisige is not an easy matter, as 
a midwife must be taken into oonMence, and the 
great difficulty lies in getting such a woman ; to 
their credit be it said, that although midwives 
are prineipalfy ekamiih' women^ they will nofe 
eomsewt ^to taJieUfe"'; but after much per^^^ 
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sion, a handsome douceur being proleptically 
held in view, their cupidity gradually overcomes 
further scruples of conscience and the poor preg- 
nant woman is the sufferer. The Police are not 
authorized to take cognizance of these cases — 
the rule being laid down that Thdndddra are 
only to confine themselves to an entry of such 
reports in the Station Daily Diary. To take 
cognizance, however, is an easy matter, and surely 
none of my readers can be so simple-minded as to 
imagine that every Thdndddr, would permit such 
favorable palm-greasing opportimities to escape. 
In one case in which I accompanied my Thdrnd- 
ddr, his first step was to report in the Daily 
Diary that an informer, (there are always half a 
dozen such men to be seen at every thd/adf whom 
Constables calls dv/mchdlds, (tails) of the Thd- 
ndddr) had privately informed hiiu that, " the 
case was one of concealment of birth by secret 
disposal of body, which being a cognizable offence, 
he formally proceeded to make an investigation." 
On arrival he learnt that the woman had illicit in- 
tercourse with a certain man, who, • as a matter 
of course, paid him hush-money, and the Thdnd" 
ddr submitted the following Special Diary : — 

"Fidv4 arrived at 10 a. m., and he lost no 

time in trying to discover the place where the 

body of the infant was concealed; having made 

enquiry from unbiassed respectable men of the 

F 
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neighbourhood, (here follow a dozen names — 
friends of the delinquent ; such men who would 
not spoil the case if the Magistrate adMb was 
disposed to summon them,) fidwi leaxnt that 
Muscmiat Kahutari had been suffering from 
an attack of fever for the last twa and a half 
months, and being pregnant, she accidentiy had 
a miscarriage. As soon as kuziir*» guldm knew 
the actual particulars, he abstained from making 
further enquiry, knowing that in such cases the 
Police can never interfere. In the present case^ 
the woman is the wedded wife of Shaik Shor^ 
zor, and there could have been no object, what- 
ever, in concealing tiie birth of a child. The 
informer havii^ heard some people talking on 
the subject, he considered it his bounden duty, 
as a khmr-khwdh Sarkdr, to bring the matter to 
fidwTs notice. Huzur is aware that the same 
informer has, on several occasions rendered es- 
sential service to the SarkdrJ' (Half a dozen 
cases are cited.) 

It will be seen from the above report that the 
Tlidndddr had not only protected himself, in the 
event of being called upon to state his reason for 
taking cognizance of a non-cognizable crime ; but^ 
at the same time, he had very ingeniously pro- 
tected the informer. The hdkim muUaka (juris- 
diction Magistrate) having seen no reason for de- 
manding further explanation, he* ordered the papers 
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to be shelved. I reooUect a case in which a thxir^ 
ing vakil fottnod a liaison with one of his slave* 
girls, whilst his neglected wife carried on an i&- 
trigue with one of her husband's servants. The 
cause (^ dissension between the vahil and his 
wife was a subject of general conversation, and 
jone morning the moIiaUd peojde got up from 
their beds t<> learn that the vakQ had his throat 
cut. Suspicion naturally fell on the wife's para- 
mour, but the voMVsivieAd^ knowing the dis^^ 
grace whidk would fall on the family^ used ''a lot 
x)f oir' to grease the palms of the native judicial 
and Police amid, and the case was ordered to be 
ddkhU daftar (filed) with the following re^ 
mark :— 

"Whereas, after a scrutinizing investigation, 
no clue has been found, the Police must use their 
utmost endeavours in unravelling the mystery. 
Until a clue be discovered as to the actual per- 
petrators, the papers will be ddhhil daftar.*! 

I would here observe not only that this por- 
traiture of the present state of morals is free 
from exaggeration ; but that it arises from the 
total absence among my countrymen, of those 
restraints which in Faringiatdn (European coun- 
tries) set bounds to the proneness of human na- 
ture to falsehood, or check its career in the pur- 
suit of criminal objects. It is precisely, I confess, 
that state of society which our system itself would 
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lead to anticipate. In a country wherein conspi- 
racies may be formed with ease, the strict and 
faithful administraticMi of laws according to evi- 
dence, supplies the place of every other imple^ 
ment of destruction* This is, I confess to our 
eternal shame, the actual state of things in my 
unfortunate country, even when th« lawless op- 
pressor is restrained by the arm of British juris- 
prudence. Is it any wonder that in these cir- 
cumstances the utmost vigilance sbould be insuf- 
ficient to banish oppression and injustice from 
such a land as this ? a land in which the FetfTin- 
gi MagistrcUe sdhib stands almost alone in his 
endeavours to do justice and judgment ? and in 
which false witness and perjury are able to turn 
against the innocent the sword of justice with 
which he is armed ? To what a state of moral 
feeling then must that country be reduced, in 
which the suborning of evidence and telling in- 
famous lies become matters of common conversa- 
tion without exciting any feeling either of shame- 
or surprize ? 

CHAPTER XXL 

ENLISTMENT, PROMOTION AND REDUCTION OF FORCE, 

A village hhai-band (brother) having come to 
Tttie, armed with a strong recommendatory letter 
from my Zaminddr, for employment in the Po- 
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lice, I could not consistently refuse to take him 
to the SuperinteTident sdhib and to beg that " my 
brother s name " be entered in the umedwdri 
(candidate) list The sdhib bahddur complied 
with my request, but three months passed with- 
out his obtaining a place even as a substitute, 
and during that period the expense of feeding 
him fell on my shoulders. I reflected that if on 
the one hand I sent him back to the village, peo- 
ple would be taunting my poor old father that 
I had not exerted myself in the candidate's be- 
half ; and on the other, if I refused to board and 
lodge him, a great stigma would always attach to 
me. I was, as it were, on the horns of a dilemma, 
when a brother Constable advised me to introduce 
the young rustic to the Police Sarishtaddr adhib 
and to lay the amount of one month's pay at his 
feet. "Mind," remarked my cautious friend 
" that you take the cash in hand ; a promise to " 
pay on the receipt of first month's salary will not 
answer the purpose; if such be your intention, 
you had better abandon the idea and save yourself 
the trouble of a trudge to the Sarishtaddr' 8 
house." I argued in my own mind that the ex- 
pense of feeding is about Rs. 2 per mensem, so, 
in the long run, it would be cheaper to pay Rs. 5 
and secure a place, I explained matters to the 
raw youth, who understood the scheme better 
than I imagined. I told him that in the event 
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of his getting a place, he would primarily be at- 
tached to the Res^ve Police to leara his duties, 
consequently, we would be separated and he 
could not come to my thdnd for food. I promised 
to procure him an advance from a friendly bomiyd 
on the condition of his paying it in two install 
ments. I lodged Bs- 5 with the baniyd, and in. 
structed him as to the part he was to act next 
morning when I introduoed my friend. Had I 
advanced the loan in my own name, there would 
have been some difficulty iu its reali;5ation, there- 
fore this dodge was resorted to by me. The baniyd 
gave the money, apd in the night I and my 
^' bhal" proceeded to the Sariahtaddr's, house ; at 
first, he pretended to^ say that he never took 
money, but his objection was overruled hy my 
patting the money into the bands of his infant 
son, who was opportunely sitting on his fkther's 
lap. In presenting it I remarked '* buy sweets 
meats with this my little dkd; (master,) I only 
regret tiiat the gift is not an equal number of gold- 
mohurs," Within a week my bhcd donned Po^ 
lice toggery. Is it too muoh to add, that it is 
within the verge of hope, that however ineffec- 
tual every effort may be deen^ed at present for 
the suppression of bribery, the cries of the poor 
man will not always rise in vain^ and that timev 
in its ceaseless revolutions, will present some hap-, 
py conjunction of circun^ftances, in which the 
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vile practice will for ever be aboUshed. However 
the miad may feel disheartened in the above 
reflection, which postpones the accomplishment 
of so desirable an object ; and though the Angrezi 
edhibdn oi the present day, may sincerely regret 
being deaied the pleasure of witnessing that glo- 
rious time, when bribery and corruption will be 
reckoned among things of the past, they ought 
cheerfully to bequeath this high enjoyment to 
iheir successors, if they can do it with certainty, 
and to content themselves with the. satisfactory 
assurance, that if it was not granted to them to 
witness the abolition of the practice, they at 
least took steps in cutting short the prolongation 
:of its continuance^ and paved the way for its 
total eradication. , . 

In the matter of Promotion, the Sarishfaddr's 
kcMmd-i-khair (favorable word) has sometimes a 
very potent effect. As for myself, I did not par- 
ticularly care to be promoted to the rank of a 
jamaddr, (Head Constable) or I should have had 
JSb step sometime ago. Many men prefer to re- 
main "as you were" at thdnds, rather than ac- 
cept a jaTKiaddrship on Rs, 8-12-0 or Rs. 9 per 
mensem to be attached to the Reserve for duty 
at the Jail or Treasury guards. I recall to mind 
a good anecdote of the Magistrate sahib chafing 
ihe Supeorintendent sdhib\ it appears that the 
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former gentleman was displeased with a thdnd 
Constable on account of derilection of duty, and 
he directed the latter to inflict some punishment 
on the man. The Superintendent adhib wrote in 
reply that he had transferred the delinquent to the 
Reserve Police. The Magistrate sdhib was per- 
fectly aware that such a transfer was really a kind 
of punishment, but to chafe the Superintendent 
sdhib, he made the following remark in his Order 
Book :— 

"I should like the District Superintendent to 
explain how a mere transfer from a ^^Tid to the 
Reserve is a punishment ; the men at both places 
are expected to do duty and there is no difference, 
as far as I know, in the pay ; in fact, the men at 
thdnas^ especially those which are situate at great 
distances, have to do a great deal of walking in 
coming to the Sudder Station with challdns, &c., 
whilst men at the Reserve, when not attached to 
a guard, have an easy time of it and sit in idleness 
for weeks, nay months. It is true they have to 
attend an hour's drill in the morning, but so have 
the men at the thikids'* 

This was a poser for the Superintendent sdhib, 
who seemed troubled in mind to give a reply ; how- 
ever, after half an hour, he left his office for the 
Magistrate sdhib' s ijlds, (Court,) and a few words, 
having been exchanged between them, I suppose 
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the matter was settled, as bettr- gentlemen shortly 
after indulged in hearty roars of laughter. I hare 
said that many men prefer to remain Constables 
rather than be promoted, but many aspire to that 
rank and think the adjunct " sdhib " worth while 
striving for, and consequently to obtain the title of 
jamaddr sdhib, they curry favor with the Sarish- 
■' taddr. There was however a Superinteiident sd- 
hihy who did as he thought proper and if the Sa- 
rishtaddr presumed to interfere, he was requested 
to show his tongue, which the S(£fei6 bdhddur in- 
formed him " he would pull out from the root if he 
dared to dictate/* But the wily Sarishtaddr knew 
that if his kalimd^ir-Jchair (favorable word) had no 
efifect, Skikayat (evil-speaking) would be eflfectual 
in the attainment of his wish ; consequently, when 
the sdhib was disposed to promote a man^ whom the 
Sarishtaddr disliked, he commenced muttering 
some incoherent words ; this attracted the atten- 
tion of the sdhihy who generally enquired what he 
was saying? With folded hands the Sarishtaddr 
would reply, " huziir can only form an opinion of 
a man's character from his roll, which in scores of 
instances are blank, but if the huzur were to hear 
what people say r^arding the man's private cha- 
racter, it would astonish the khoddwand nidmat, 
whose sole object is to act justly and impartially 
towards his numerous slaves." The poisoned ar- 
row was discharged, and it had taken fatal effect 
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Anofiher di^dgQ leBOiAti^when the Snperittten- 
dexxt sdhib Mmsellf piomotes ukeia is as follows : — > 

The 86hih bahddur pnomotes a cediam man * 
the perwwfid is written, but ndt issued until the 
Sofriahtaddr pnwdely communicates with the no- 
minee "his itttentixm to recommend him/' and 
enquires " the iialue of the ehuhrcmd he will re- • 
ceive/' On receipt of a reply, the fperwdnd is 
despatched and tiie mominee ascribes his good 
luck to the^amfe^ocZrfr^'* kcAimd*i4:havr, 

I would here remaat that connected with real 
facts there is a certain force, which nothing can 
ultimately withstand. For a certain period, 
means may be nsed w^hich so fidly conceal them 
from view, as to mislead the Angresi edkibdn 
Still this cannot alter the nature of the iMng 
which is. As certainly as its exists, it must at 
some period manifest its real nature ; and wh en 
this is done in numerous instances, it must ulti- 
mately dificover itself to be that, which it really 
is. Things in themselves evil, will manifest 
themselves to be sudi at all times. Hence, if 
some conceal their real nature, this cannot be 
the case with all. In the course of time it will 
happen that they who suffer by ihem without 
having any interest in concealing it, will be suffi- 
ciently numerous, to bring the facts fully to' lights 
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Wntiag -on thm subject recais to my mind A 
tery «kmu8u\g anecdote. One day in the office^ 
iheSuper^intindentadkib hoMdilf being inteoit on 
dome impoiiant and ili^tit Work^ tlie StvrUhtadd/t 
took Bs. 2 from some man. The %6h%b heard the 
jinglii^ of money and interrogated his sitbordi- 
nate, who, togetheJr with the giver, denied the 
charge in toto. The sdhib was quite sure that his 
ears did not deceive him 5 not to be foiled, hd 
told the Sdrishtdddf that he did iiot wish to dis- 
grace him, find oa the condition of his confessing, 
the ojBfeQce #oUld ile forgiven. I^he man persisted in 
his denial and begged, that the hwtur to remove 
further suspicions would have him searched. The 
Sarisfdaddr's baatd^ the heap of papers which lay 
in front, books, and even his apparel Were care- 
fully searched, but without eflfectj and the sdhib 
remarked that he was "perfectly satisfied." Next 
came €he Sariskiaddr's triumph, and he aaked 
" whether the kiizur did not promigle to forgive 
his slave's offenCe if he oonfeissed ? " An aflSrma- 
tive Jf^ly being retUrUed, the ^nshtdtdATi as it 
were^ to prove his ing^iiuityi sei^d a Teed pen 
and lifting up the cloth. in his inkstand, opened 
to view Bs. 2. The Bohib laughingly afemaxked, 
" who lirould have ever euapected the money to 
be concealed there ? 1 acknowledge my defeatt." 
In some districts, the SarieUtaddr is everything* 
and a " r^olar trade "^ is oaari^ on ; if thai 
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order ta transfer him to some other post were 
carried out, such a state of things could not ex- 
ist Regarding the reduction of the Force, I have 
to make a few remarks. In the year 1870, that 
terrible year, a great many men, and, I may add 
without' fear of denial, a greater number of wo- 
men and children, lost their ddt-roti (bread). The 
Bard lord sdhib bahddur at Calcutta had given 
orders for the reduction of Police expenditure, 
consequently, the aggregate number ^nt adrift 
with a few months* pay in thdr waists must have 
exceeded 5000 in all the districts of India. In 
the district to which I was attached there were 
sevienty men '^ under orders to be discharged," that 
is, 10 Head and 60 Foot Constables. Such re-* 
duction is, undoubtedly, very detrimental to Po- 
lice eflSciency. In my district the Reserve In- 
spector had proceeded on leave, and the arrange- 
ments for putting the unpleasant order into ef- 
fect, devolved on two Native Inspectors. The 
total number of the Force was 750 of all grades, 
of which, 600 were Foot Constables, i. e. 150 on 
Rs. 7, 300 on Rs. 6 and 150^ on Rs. 5 per men- 
sem. The Sarkdri pay of ,a Constable is Rs. 6, 
but the division into grades, as a means of pro- 
motion or degradation, is sanctioned by the Jfa- 
wdb Lieutenant'Govemor adhib bahddur, on the 
recommendation of the Inspector-General sdhib 
hdhddur. The amount fixed for retrenchment was 
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Rs. 460, that is, Rs. 100 the pay of 10 Heads 
and Bs. 360 that of 60 Constables — a large sum 
my readers will acknowledge, viz., Rs. 5,520 per 
annum. In order to carry into effect the said arbi- 
trary order, it was arranged that 10 Head Consta- 
bles should be reduced to 1st grade Constable, 10 
Constables of 1st grade to 2nd grade, 10 of the 2nd 
to 3rd grade, and 70 men of the Srd grade to be 
discharged. Further, as 60 Constables were to 
be discharged, the Constables' grades would have 
to be materially altered, and the Allocation would 
be 135 of 1st, 270 of 2nd, and 135 of 3rd grade ; 
to suit the new arrangement, 15 men of 1st grade 
would be reduced to 2nd, and 45 of 2nd to Srd 
grade. My readers will judge for themselves as 
to the ** plentiful harvest of shiners,'* the Native 
Inspectors, to whom the arrangements by a too- 
confiding Superintendent sdkib were entrusted, 
had prospectively anticipated; they therefore 
prepared a list of those " they intended to reduce 
and discharge.** The rate for a Head Constable 
who could " purchase his ransom " was fixed at 
Rs. 10, and that for a Constable at Rs. 5. Whilst 
these arrangements were going on, the sdhib &a- 
hddur was engaged in akikdr, but it was a fortu- 
nate circumstance that the Reserve Inspector sd- 
hib, who had proceeded on leave, returned to 
duty ; he took the Inspector-General sdhib bahd- 
dur'a Circular letter instructions and carried them 
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out in tHeir integrity. The lost teti mea pfdmo- 
ted to the tank of IBteiad Constable Wefte reduced 
aod seventy of the last eillistmenits wdte <Hs- 
cbaj^ged. Had the iJative Inspectors' (arrange- 
ments been allowed to stand, they wotild hove 
made Rs. 200 by the fleacl Constfltbles and moref 
than double that sum by the Constables. Their 
intention Was to have sent for men from the seve- 
ral ikdThds and the Eieserv6 and t6 inforni themt 
that *' their names weiro fixed upon by the Siiper-» 
intendent sdhih as the men who were to be ei- 
ther reduced or discharged." The arrangement 
was that sifter each individual had paid his 
*' ransom money " on the! nail, the following cau- 
. tionary admonition would have been Impressed 
upon him :—" Through our'(Native Inspectors'} 
infiuence with the sdhib bahddur you have es- 
caped, sd yout safety lies in a still tongue, or 
those who are to suffer will bring the matter to 
notice, and the consequence will be the prepara- 
tion of a revised list by the sdhib baJidd^lr him- 
self, and perhaps yoii will be iB^luded in it.'* 
This piece of temporizing chichanery tirould have 
had the xiesii'ed effect in making, the fleeced indi- 
viduals remain Chup-ehdp, (quietj) each being 
under the impression that he had been luoky 
enough to escape^ 

As a portion of this Gha|)EteT has been devotecl 
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to ibe subject (rf " JSttliatnUettt," an toecdote re- 
gaiding ^Tuedwars (candidates) would not he out 
of place. In a certain C^iUch^rity esjdh depart- 
mental subordinate bad one or two iim^wars 
to assist bim ; one day a ^rdsl (file of papers) 
was missing, and though a strict search had been 
made, no trace could be found* The hAkiin or- 
dered every mohei,rir to be snq^ended fi'om duty, 
and the ii,medwars to beamed out of the office. 
• This order led to farther atrenuouts exertions to 
find a clue> and the mial was traced to have been 
last in the possession of one of the ttmedwars.; 
the hdkim threatened to bate hifn whipped if 
he did not forthwith account for it. The threat 
led to an duoidation of the affair, and the iirrted-* 
vJar confessed to having pitched the mial into a 
well, which he indicated. A bundle of books, 
such as we use in drawing out lotahs, was 
put into the well, and after some trouble the 
missing midt taken out in a pulpous state. On 
being interrogated as to the reason, which pi^omp- 
ted him to the commission of this pi^e of mis- 
chief, the HmedvJar coolly replied that he made 
sure of the dismissal of the maharir, who bad 
last given a receipt, and as he headed the list 
of candidates the vacant place would have been 
bestowed on him. He was sent up tat trial and 
.sentenced to imprisonment, but the hdkim had 
learnt a lesson, and he resolved in future to dis-^ 
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pense with *' gratuitous services;" at the same 
timoi he informed his subordinates that if any 
man were unable to cope with the work entrusted 
to him, he would try to find some one who could 
do so ; no one again ever complained of " heavy 
work." 

CHAPTER XXII. 

CATTLE-GBAZINO AND MISCHIEF. 

In districts where indigo is sown, it necessarily 
follows that there must be numerous cases of 
Cattle-grazing and Mischief by causing diminu- 
tion of supply of water for agricultural purposes. 
The lil-wdld sahibs are, as a rule, honorable and 
straight-forward gentlemen, but there are excep- 
tions to every rule, and I recollect a case in con- 
nection with the former oflfence, which I shall- 
proceed to relate. There was a Itt-wdld sdhib 
whose harvndd (agent) frequently came to the 
thdnd to report that such and such a Zaminddr's 
or Taluqddr*s cattle, numbering between 60 to 
100 heads, had grazed his master's HI, the value 
of which he always estimated at between Rs. 
500 to Rs. 1000. The Police not having the 
power to take cognizance of such cases, referred 
the complainant to the Magistrate sdhib for re- 
dress ; the value of the Id is never omitted by 
the indigo factory servants in makmg their re- 
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port, to enable their edhib to file a civil action for 
damages, and in cases of this nature, Magistrates 
usually call upon the Police for k^i/iat, (report.) 
In one case in which I had accompanied the 
Thdndddr, the true particulars were as follows : — 

The lilnwdld sdhib in question had asked the 
ZaminMr for a hundred higgahs of land, which the 
latter refused to give on any terms, stating as his 
reason that he could not afford togiveland for three 
entire years ; the sdhih was incensed and termed 
the refusal to comply with his request as guaixti- 
hi (impertinence,) which he said, he would dehho^ 
(see, or literally, pay offi) After a lapse of some 
months, about Duaserd time when Hindus are 
engaged in their annual carnival, the adhih got a 
few of his men to drive the Zamlnddr'a cattle 
into one of his indigo fields, and requested a 
harindd (agent) to call the village gorait to wit- 
ness the trespass, whilst another of the factory 
rascally myrmidons was deputed to the (hdndddr 
with a report. When the case came on for hear- 
ing before the Dipty adhii bahddur (Deputy 
Magistrate,) it was dismissed on the Police inves- 
tigation report of the matter. After this, one 
would have thought that there was no ground 
for a Civil suit; not so, the liL-wdld adhib 
thought otherwise and filed a suit before the 
Qudder Aid (Subordinate Judge) where it was 
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decreed m the defendant's faror. Shortly after 
the deeisioa of the case, the Superintendent sd- 
hflb proceeded <m leave to England, and another 
gentleman was appointed. Our former master 
did not associate with the liUwdlA adJiib so 
we had nothing to fewr, but the recently appoint- 
ed adhib was very fond of shikdr, and where 
would he have found a more suitable ally than 
in the proprietor of Thengakpur godam^. (factory.) 
Evil days were in store for the poor Thdndtldr, 
who wdM represented as a monster of tyranny 
and bribery. One day, the Superinfemdent sd- 
hib remarked to the Thdndddr of his having 
heard very nnfavoraWe reports regardmg his 
.character; the poor man pleaded that it was the 
iisual isuston^ of the 'Ing¥eti( edkiban (English 
gentlemen) to confront camplainant and defen* 
d^nt, but to bring forward am ambiguous charge 
;against him, without bis being informed of the 
exact nature of it^ was not in mecxjrdmce with the 
principles of insdf, (justice) and consequently, 
he was hjshdr (helpless), (h^ his return to the 
thdndf the Thdndddr, erest^fallen and looking as 
melancholy as a gib-cat, remarked to bis subor- 
dinates that in his opinion nothing was to be 
gained by straight-forwardness. Within three 
months he was transferred to ^e Reserve as 
being ** unfit to be entrusted with the charge of a 
Police Station/* The Magistrate of the J^iUahf 
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to whom a copy of the transfer order was for* 
warded for itifaq rai, (ooincidenoe of opinion,) 
was informed that the ihdndddr was addicted to 
Iwribery, and be recorded " I consent." The Thd^ 
ndddr had been some time in the Reserve, when 
the SwpeHntendent sdhib one morning came on 
a visit of inspection. Seeing him so dejected, 
the sdhib condescended to enquire the reason of 
his being low-spirited ; the Thdndddv replied that 
if he had been transferred to the Reserve be^ 
cause the requirements of the service necessitated 
it, he would have had nothing to say, for whether 
be was i>ttached to the Reserve or to a thdnd 
there was nothing to lose in pay ; but to make 
the transfer a punishment was to make him a ' 
spectacle before his subordinates, and friends ; he 
then went on to relate the cause of animus be-* 
tween himself and the lH^wdUd sdhib^ and con- 
ciuded by saying, ** as that gentleman is the only 
resident in the entire jurisdiction who was dis- 
pleased with m^) I a-n^ quite certain he must 
have poisoned the At^ur*« mind." To some 
further questioning by the Superintendent sdhib, 
the tkdiidddr said, '* that several indigo^azing 
cases had been r^orted and the helpless 
Z^Ttiiifiddra and ryots bad i^ore or less suffered, 
but have the hukavfi ever taken the trouble of 
enquiring whether bulbcks and cows eat the 
^lant ? I^et the hu^uv drive out on the pucca 
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road this evening or tomorrow morning, only one 
short mile, and I shall have ready twenty heads 
of cattle, which in the presence of huzur, I shall 
drive into an indigo field, and if one of them eats 
a leaf of the plant, I am willing to pay the penalty 
by my life. HuzAr, who has ever heard of bullocks 
and cows eating indigo leaves ? If such were the 
case, why should Zaminddra and ryots drive their 
cattle during day-time into a field and get evidence 
against themselves ? Would it not have been a far 
easier matter to cut the plant at night, when there 
is no one to protect the fields, and carry it home to 
feed the cattle with an immunity which would set 
the liUwdlld sdhib and his servants at defiance ? 
Yes, I admit that there was, in the case which the 
sdhib reported at my thdnd, a destruction of half 
a dozen plants, but the charge he preferred against 
the Zaminddr was ** grazing" by cattle. Besides, 
I had ample evidence to prove that the sdhib's 
servants drove the Zaminddr' 8 cattle into the in. 
digo field, but the fact is that the natives are con- 
sidered liars." The Superintendent adhih evidently 
thought over the matter, and the result was the 
thdridddr's transfer to a mofussil thdnd, vice a 
Military Police thdndddr returned to the Reserve 
for duty of a gitcwi-Military nature. A return 
to his former thdnd was not to be thought of, as 
the Superintendent sdhiJ) wished to show the 
lU'WdlM $dhib some khdtir\hvor). 
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Cases coining under the definition of Mischirf 
by causing dimunition in a supply of water for 
agricultural purposes are of various kinds ; those 
connected with wells are the most common, but 
those arising from tdls and tanks very rare ; the 
reason is because proprietary rights in the latter 
were not vested in the liUwdUd sdhib, and we 
almost exclusively held by the landholders ; the 
only resource than for the Ifl-wdUd adhib in ques- 
tion to have brought " refractory" zamiTidd/rs and 
ryots to reason, was the faJan, (well). Having 
rented a plot of land with a well on it, the 
adhib prohibited any one using the water for 
irrigation purposes; a neighbouring ryot de- 
clared that not only had he for the last twenty 
years, but his father, grandfather, and great- 
grandfather had from time immemorial, irrigated 
that same field from the water of that very well, 
and no one prevented either him or the old folks ; 
why then should the adhib now hold a monopoly 
over the well ? At the same time, the ryot said 
he was willing that the adhib should primarily 
irrigate his indigo fields, and when not required 
by him, that he (ryot) be allowed the privilege. 
The adhib was resolute and would grant no con- 
cession. Seeing the well disengaged, he brought 
his starving pair of bullocks and commenced 
work, but knowing the opposition he would have 
met with, he, as a precautionary measure, ha4 sum- 
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mohed his brddri (feUow-^saBt^ men) to t>e pr e&ent. 
Information was carried by stme midchief-maker to 
the edhdb, who despatched his factory bullocks and 
a ddver, besides three servants as witnesses, who 
would sweai^ before the hdkim on the hearing of 
the Case that they were not in the Bdkib'a servicei 
whilst every body knew th^t they were. The 
sdhiVs bullocks were then yoked and the driver 
threw a rope on the frame of wood by which the 
oxen were fastened together for drawing water ; 
the poor ryot remonstrated that the indigo fields 
had already been irrigated and surely the sdhib 
did not wish to have them re-watered ! At this 
juncture^ the ryot's friends interfered. Off went 
the driver leading the oxen and the witnesses to 
the thdndy and recorded a double charge of Un- 
lawful Assembly and Miscbie£ The Thdnaddr 
came to the mawkd-nuxjrd (scene of the occur- 
rence,) and instead of seeing five or more men to 
constitute the former offence, he found the poor 
ryot singing away with stentorian voice a rustic 
melody, his eldest boy, about twelve ye&ts of age, 
at the mouth of the well pulling the moat (lea- 
ther bag,) and an old woman guiding the course 
of the water. The Thdnddd/r naturally got in- 
dignant with the factory men for bringing him 
four miles in a midday August sun. and after all 
he could only refer the complainant to the Magis- 
trate Sdhii bahddur for redress. The factory ser- 
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, rants returoed to their master witii a tale of 
the Thdndddr'a siding with the ryot, who they 
declared, paid him Rs. 5— ->probably, the man had 
not so many pice at home. The lU-wdUd adhib 
rushed into Court with a petition which bis 
mttkhtutr penned in highly^dored language. 
Finding thaA the plaint represented him as hav* 
ing maliciously diminished the supply of water 
for agricultural purposes, the poor ryot personally 
pleaded, as he had not any money to engage the 
services of a member of the kcal bar, that he 
had done nothing of the kind, and that the sdkib 
was the aggressor and be the victim. The case 
was gone through and dismisised. The sdhib then 
proceeded to the Civil Court, where he set up 
his title to the property, i. e. the well ; even there 
the ryot came oflf victorious, but not till he had 
disposed of his wretched pair of bullocks to de-^ 
fend the suit. Although he appeared in person 
at the Faujddri, he was compelled to engage a 
vakU at the Civil Court. I do not mean to as- 
sert that every lU^wdUd sdhib acts in this way j 
as a body they are honorable gentlemen and the 
reader should bear in mind that I am only relat' 
ing my personal expmences. Although the ryot 
had not paid the Thdndddr any shukrand, the 
Zaminddr, however, magnanimously came for- 
ward and put Rs. 5 into his hand for having so 
bravely fought the battle of Right versus Might, 
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I also got a rupee for my trouble. I have stated 
that the lihwdlld sdhibs, are honorable gentlemen 
and I willingly bear my humble testimony to the 
fact. As a rule they are gentlemen, who are 
looked up to by the poor ryots as their bdp-Tndh 
(father and mother ;) men, who are always ready 
with openheartsandhandstohelp the starving ryot, 
and who scorn to take advantage of a fellow-crea- 
ture, because he has not sufficient money to fight 
his own case. I knew a sdhib (now deceased) 
who protected the ryots from the usorious money- 
lender by advancing loans at the rate of twelve 
per cent, per annum, and thus saved them 63 
per cent. ; the sdhib frequently reduced the in- 
terest to 9 and 6 per cent., and in some cases 
only took back the principal. In corroboration 
of the sdhiVs good deeds, I shall relate the story 
of a man who had earned such unenviable noto- 
riety that no money-leader would consent to ad- 
vance a rupee without personal security, which 
he was unable to find ; at last a village mdhdjan 
agreed to advance Rs. 100 on the following pre- 
clusive and encumbering terms : — 

1. That if the sum advanced with interest 
due were not paid within one year, the borrower 
must waive all proprietary claim to twelve bighds 
of seer land. 
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2. That the ra4;e of interest should be two 
annas per rupee. 

On such conditions it was impossible to accept 
a loan, and at the same time the money must be 
obtained or the man would be disgraced for life, 
—only one short week remained and there would 
be at his door about two-hundred men accompa- 
nying the bridegroom, who was to marry the 
man's eldest daughter, — in this predicament, he 
ventured to try the liUwdlld sdhib, whom he 
found sitting in a verandah of the factory bunga- 
low, surrounded by his large family engaged in 
the inspection of an itin^ant pedlar's articles. 
He fell down at the sdhib'a feet and amidst muck 
sobbing and crying, he begged that the adhib 
would his izzcU bachao (protect his honor). To 
a question asked by the sdhib as to the mode of 
assistance required, the man related the whole 
affair and concluded by saying that BaiHibiaj 
mahdjan was willing to advance the money, but 
the peculiar nature of the conditions precluded 
his acceptance of the loan. The sdhib went in- 
side of the house and brought the money, which 
he placed on the ground with the following re- 
marks: — 

*' Tefhdmizdj Misr, you have a very bad repu- 
tation and your temper is stated to be of such 
a nature that no one will have dealings with you. 
G 
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I have placed Rs. 100 in front of you, and give 
you this one chance to reclaim your character. 
I do not intend taking a bond from you, but shall 
enter the loan in my bahi-khdtd (account book) 
and you will only have to pay 12 per cent, per 
annum interest ; now go home and prove to the 
villagers of your and the adjacent mauzas, that 
you are not the rascal they make you out to be, 
but that you were only the victim of circumstan- 
ces which made you unpunctual in your moneta- 
ry transactions ; try to be honest and you will 
always find a friend in me.*' 

Within the stipulated time viz one year, the 
money was returned, and the good old sdhib 
forgave the amount of interest due, viz^ Rs. 12 
with these kind words : — 

" As an incentive to still further perseverance 
in the path of honesty, I present these Rs. 12 to 
you, with the request that you will make up a 
gold nath (nose ring) and send it to your married 
daughter as a mememto from me on account of 
her father having adhered to his resolution to be- 
come an honest man. Terhdmizdj Miar, you 
should bear in mind that your daughter's marri- 
age has conduced to this new phase in your life.'' 

In concluding this story of Terhdmizdj Misr 
it is pleasant to record that he has ever since 
walked in the path of rectitude, and this episode 
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in his life will for years to come be the subject of 
conversation in his and the surrounding villages. 

With reference to my remarks on giving false 
evidence, I would state that there are many indi- 
viduals who have attempted to draw a veil over 
the dreadful effects of our Indian system on so- 
ciety, and to load with obloquy such as have en- 
deavoured to bring the truth before the public. 
I fearlessly tear off this veil to describe the effects 
of the Indian system as they are really found to 
be, and relative to giving evidence, so atrocious 
that human nature starts at the very thought of 
it. The testimony furnished is not that of a 
man who might be suspected of speaking evil of 
a system which opposes his warmest wishes ; it is 
not the testimony of a person connected with the 
evangelization of the heathen ; it is not the tes- 
timony of a self-interested individual. It is the 
testimony of a man, who, in the execution of his 
duty has become acquainted with the administra- 
tion of the law, and being acquainted with the 
native character in all its varieties, has given his 
opinion on the subject. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

A FALLEN NAWaB*S STORY. 

The hero of this chapter was called Nawab 
Mirza Badnasib beg. Brought up in the lap of 
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luxury, he evinced in eariy life signs of being an 
extravagant and lascivious character. His father 
perceiving these traits in his son's character thought 
marriage would be an eflFective remedy, so Bad- 
nasib beg became a husband in the middle of 
his teens. Marriage, which is said to calm the 
eflfervescence of passion, had a different effect in 
the young Mirza. So long as he acted in a kind 
manner, his young wife, Qafiat-ul-nisd BegarrCs 
love found vent in a hundred little unobstrusive 
services for him — in anticipating his wishes, in 
protecting his interests, and in fighting his do- 
mestic battles, — ^but the love which meets no 
return, fades as doth the tree, which meets no. 
kindly rain to nourish its roots. One year had 
elapsed since their marriage, and the Begam had 
presented her lord with a pretty little son. When 
shown to the Nawdb Mirza adhib by the old 
nurse, who had accompanied the Begam from her 
paternal home, he remarked that it was an ugly 
little monkey and that he would hardly believe, 
the boy was of the same species of animal as 
himself; whilst the little stranger seemed to tes- 
tify his disapproval of the observation by conti- 
nuous wailings and cryings. There was no doubt 
that the nurse would disclose to her young mis- 
tress what had passed, and on hearing the re- 
mark about her son, the Begam considered it as 
a personal affiront^ and conjectured that her hiu^ 
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band must have formed an improper intimacy 
with some woman. She accordingly set spies to 
find out the truth or otherwise of her conjecture 
and they represented the NawdVa liaison with a 
dancing-girl of the name of Umdachehra jdn, 
recently arrived from a district in Oudh. The 
woman was described to be in beauty " the pink 
of perfection '* — " a goodly recommendation," the 
Begam observed, " to a fool's heart, and no won- 
der it has found so 6asy a passport to the Nawdb 
sdkib's'* Formerly, Umdachehra jdn was the mis- 
tress of a wiaA(ijaw,byname BewahifBdiy who paid 
her Rs. 100 a month. One of the Nawdb sdhWs 
young friends having got a glimpse of the wo- 
man, he praised her beauty at one of their friend- 
ly gatherings; from that moment the Nawdb 
sdhib had mentally resolved to get qabzd (posses- 
sion) of the young beauty ; hirelings were not 
wanting to attain this object, and within a month 
UmdachefiTa. jdn became the NawdVs mistress on 
Rs. 200 per mensem. Many were the rows be- 
tween BewaJcdf Rdi and Badnasib heg, and my 
readers may rest assured that the ildqa Thdndddr 
and Kanuhtebldn were not asleep. Had the iVa- 
wdb sdhib in the first instance gone to his wife 
and explained matters by saying that although 
he had kept a mistress by following in the wake 
of nine out of ten of his co-religionists, yet he 
would not neglect bis duty to her as she was his 
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behdhutd (legally married wife), then matters 
would not have assumed such a denouement as the 
sequel will disclose. But the pride which goes 
before a fall and had made him sacrifice every 
duty to its gratification, goaded him with perpe- 
tual thorns, and it was his qismat (fate) to see 
the fabric of vanity and falsehood destroyed, and 
his shame and cruelty revealed to the whole dis- 
trict. The Begam sent for her father and told 
him that she had resolved to be no longer the 
long-suffering slave of her husband's tyrannical 
caprices; on the other hand, the Nawdb sahib 
continued leading a life of debauchery, and when 
his friends advised him to be reconciled to the 
Begam, he said " I would sooner encounter a host 
of foes than combat her diabolical spirit ; I 
would never fly from an enemy, but as she is my 
opponent, I leave her a clear field." The only 
bond of tenderness which linked the Begam to 
the past was her infant son ; all else was hard 
and defiant now, as the Nawdb had striven to 
make it ; her thoughts however, when she was in 
the midst of her relatives, sometimes went back 
to the last few months and reviewed its incidents. 
If the Nawdb had one friend, one real friend 
near him, a reconciliation would have been easily 
effected ; when matters had come to a crisis, old 
memories came thick upon him ; in short, there 
was a mingling of sweet and bitter memories 
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which induced reflection and tended in the main 
to healthy reaction despite his natural weakness 
and vacillation. In short, to the credit of the 
Nawab be it recorded, that he had a feeling of 
tenderness for his wife and son. It would be 
strange and unnatural indeed, if any human 
mind could exist without the germ of such feel- 
ing, if not for the wife, at least for the son, which 
time and reflection now called into action. But 
among all his numerous acquaintances, the Na- 
wab could not count one friend — ^that like the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land, he might 
shelter himself there. With hatred and disgust, 
the Begam recalled the face of the Nawdb, whom 
sl^e now deemed the very incarnation of hypocri- 
sy ; and with this feeling she lodged a suit in the 
Civil Court for her vnahr, (marriage settlement) 
which amounted to upwards of a lac of rupees. 
She won the case in the Court of First Instance, 
and an appeal being lodged by the Nawab before 
a higher tribunal, the Begam was again victori- 
ous. During the time that the case was 8\ib ju- 
dicey the Nawdb acted in a very unmanly way. 
Knowing that the Begam had no male relatives 
near to protect her, except an old invalid father, 
the Nawdb remained aloof and bribed low people 
to subject her to every species of annoyance 
which a diabolical and dastardly mind could con- 
coct Eibald songs were sung in the lane in 



y Google 



( 152 ) 

which her house was situate; obscene pic- 
tures were either pasted at her gate or trausmit- 
ted through the Post in heavy Bearing covers 
which, the Begam received under the impression, 
that they were business letters sent by her va- 
Mls] and stones and brickbats were flung at 
night iQto her bouse. The Thdndddr was sent 
for and he promised her his "august protection." 
I was placed on duty in the beat where she resi- 
ded, aild being a co-religionist, the Begam order- 
ed that I should get my forenoon and evening 
meals at her house; besides^ Rs. 5 a month. 
One night I kept a strict watch to discover the 
direction of the brickbats, and as the Begum had 
promised a reward in the event of the delin- 
quents being traced, I seized an unfortunate 
drunken kalwdr, who I took to the thdnd. The 
Begam having been informed that a mujrim 
(offender) was " caught in the act of throwing 
stones," a message was conveyed to me by a 
slave»girl that the Begam sdMb was highly pleas- 
ed and that she would be under a very great ob- 
ligation if the Thdndd4r dhallaned the culprit. 
In return, the Thdndddr sent word that such a 
hadzdt (villain) who had dared to molest the 
Begam sdhib could never be spared, and although 
he had been offered Rs. 50 to let the man off, he 
would not let him escape if the amount had been 
Bs. 500. The kalwdr having been sent up for 
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trial nnd&t Section 34 of Act V. of 1861, on a 
charge of drunkenness, the Thdndddr*8 kaifiOfi 
(report) was to the following purport ;— 

" The beat Constables ate continually report- 
ing that drunkenness is on the increase, and in- 
stead of attending to their legitimate duty of 
watch and ward, they have to look after drunken 
men. Huzur will perceive on a reference to the 
Crime Register of this thdnd that this is the 
fifth case this month ; and in the present case 
had it not been for the beat Constable the lives 
of two Angrezi children would have been jeopar- 
dized. The aforesaid children were taking a 
drive in an open carriage drawn by a pair of 
ponieSj and the drunken man, having suddenly 
emerged from a lane making a hideous noise^ 
frightened the animals to sUch a degree that they 
bolted and were with difficulty stopped* Fidwi 
begs that a severe example be made*" 

The kidwdr acknowledged before the Jdnt 
edhib (Joint Magistrate) that he was "drunk 
and incapable of taking care of himself." He 
was emerced in the sum of Rs. 25 on account of 
both offences viz, drunkenness and causing fright 
to the ponies. This was duly reported to the 
Begct/m edhib, who was informed that the hdldm 
Would have sent the offender to jail, but her 
neighbours refiised to give evidence in her behalf* 
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She was further impressed with the fact of 
''everyone" being against her, and that the 
Police were her ''only friends." The Thdndddr 
received a present of Rs. 50 and I was rewarded 
with a ten rupee gold mohur. 

The doings of the past had been coming home 
to the Nawdh sdhib for some time ; past doings 
be they good or be they ill, are sure to come home^ 
one day or another, and to bring their fruits with 
them. The Nawd'b was once rich, and people say 
that money can purchase anything ; but after all 
there are few real things that it can purchase^ 
It can purchase flattery, simulated love, like that 
of Umdachehra jdn% but it cannot buy one ge- 
nuine heart-throb, one thrill of true feeling. 
The Begam sdhib having put the Civil Court 
decree into execution, the Nawdb in the positiou 
of Res angustadomi had to depend on a cousin 
for a mouthful. Poor ffeUow t Since his down- 
fall, he never met any one noble enough to stretch 
out his hand to the outcast and say, " I know 
that yours was an error of judgment ; I know 
that no one will trust you now, but I will help 
you to achieve redemption in the future." If he 
had met such a friend, all might had been dififer- 
ent. It was, however, a fortunate thing the mahv 
(dowry) case of Gaflat-ul-nisd Begam, versus 
Nawdb Mirza Badnasib beg was tried in thQ 
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Court of first instance, presided over by a Maho- 
medan Sader aid sdhiby (Subordinate Judge) as 
persons of that persuasion said that it was a 
crjdng shame that the J^awdb adhiVs immoveable 
property should had been attached, and they gave 
it as their opinion that in awarding mobhr no Court 
in any country, where the followers of Mahamed 
are domiciled, was empowered to attach lands 
and houses. They further said that if the immove- 
able property were *' legally" attached, the Court 
should have only decreed half, leaving the other 
half for the " unfoi-tunate husband." It was, 
therefore as Ihave previously stated, a fortunate cir* 
cumstance that a Mahomedan haHrriy a very learn- 
ed gentleman, who gave a decree in favor of th6 
wife. The only sympathy evinced by the Maho- 
medans was, as far as I could judge, loud-talking 
and making much-ad o-about-nothing; there wad 
not one man who proposed the raising of a sub- 
scription to have an appeal laid before the malikd 
7mLazima*8 (Queen's) Privy Council. The Nawdb 
sdhib's co-religionists used to muster strong after 
sunset at his house, and the thdndddT surely was 
not such a consummate fool as to permit so favor- 
able an opportunity to slip away without taking 
advantage of it. One night, between 8 and 9, he 
pounced upon them, stating that these nocturnal 
gatherings must be reported for the information 
of the Superintendent and Magistrate sdhibdn, 
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as in his opinion the eongregating of so large a 
number of men of one caste may be connected 
"with the Wahabee conspiracy. Of the period I 
am writing about, the Angrezi newspapers were 
making a great fuss ; anent this new sect and the 
Police were put on the qui vi/ve. After the ihcmd- 
iddr had made known his intention, he ordered- 
the men not to stir and then proceeded in a busi- 
ness-like manner to make out a list. Great conster- 
nation prevailed and several of the Mahomedaii 
pleaded for the non-entry of their names ; the 
thdnaddr infprmed them that compliance with 
their request was out of the question, as those 
whose names would be entered would petition 
against such an act of partiality and it might 
cost him his situation. This brought them to 
terms and they aggregately subscribed Rs. 100, 
of which sum the thdndddr appropriated three- 
fifths and divided the balance among the four 
Constables who accompanied him '* to quell a dis- 
turbance," which he reported in the Daily Diary 
was likely to take place in MohcMdh Oulgula. 
On his return to tjxe thdnd, it was entered in th^ 
Diai^ that the men hearing of his approach had 
quietly dispersed. 



y Google 



( 157 ) 
OHAPTER XXIV. 

INTERNAL ECONOltt OF TttE POliiCE AND Of ^R 

When CoDstables haVe Ui*gent Work at their 
irilkges and impoitunate letters ate received from 
home requesting their preselice " by hook or by 
crook**, they apply for flfteeii days privilege leave, 
but it frequently happens that the tistial per- 
centage o{ absentees has been exceeded and the 
Superintendent sdhib haa( issued the order of " nd-^ 
manzuT fit hdV* ) (at present, refused:) the only 
expedient then Was to feign sickness and enter 
the Police hospital, the native doctor being a very 
accommodating individual. I shall relate the 
case of a felloW-^Uager Constable. As the re-» 
venue settlement of his village was in progress, 
bis widowed mother wrote a very pressing letter 
requesting his presence, or to quote her own words : 

" We are about to be unrighted of our rights, 
which your purkha (ancestors) had enjoyed from 
time immemorial, and your brothers are too young 
to act in the matter ; besides, the lamharddr will 
rejoice to see you ousted ; so eat your food at 
your thdnd and wash your fingers with water from 
our village well." * Being unable to obtain 

* An emphatic rustic phrase, expressive. of making haste, 
losing not a moment ; or aa the Feringhh say, Nee mora, nee- 
requitB. 
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leave, he reported himself as a " Sick man," and 
begged of the Native doctor to permit him to vi- 
sit his village. The Native doctor having promised 
to intercede with the Ddlcdar adhib bahddur, the 
Constable said that leave on medical certificate 
would not answer his purpose as it carried no pay. 
He then gave the native doctor a rupee and was 
permitted to go home; by this arrangement he 
saved Rs. 2-8-0, for Railway fare, Rs. 3-8-0 be- 
ing half-month's salary. This is the way we ma- 
naged to go home when our application for leave 
was rejected ; the Native doctor was " lord of all 
he surveyed," and he obliged us without fear of 
detection. The Ddkdar sahib bahddur of course 
visited the hospital, but he only prescribed medi- 
cine in aggravated cases, which his subordinate 
indicated as requiring superior skill, or in those 
cases which required the performance of a surgical 
operation ; in the generality of cases, the Native 
doctor s twenty-three years of practical experience 
was considered sufficient. As for the " Weekly 
Return of Sick", it was prepared by the Native 
doctor whose ipse dixit of sab t^ih, (all right) 
made the sdhib bahddur affix his signature to the 
document. 

Another matter I shall notice in this Chapter is 
"Our Annual Inspection." Those unfortunate 
Constables who were well up in Military move- 
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ments had a hard time of it. When the Inspect- 
ing Officer was expected, our Superintendent ad- 
hib knew that the Reserve Force would be prima- 
rily inspected ; he therefore summoned the best 
drilled men, id est, the quondam Military Police 
men, from all the thdnda, and " inspection pa- 
rade " was held in the Inspecting Officer's presence. 
In the afternoon, the Jail and Treasury Guards 
were inspected, when the same men, which were 
inspected in the Reserve, were re-paraded without 
the Inspecting Officer's being a bit wiser for the 
dodge. He proceeded next morning to the City 
Kotwally for inspection. Again the same dodge 
was resorted to, and such of the Reserve men as 
were not inspected at the Jail or Treasury guards 
were sent to the City to be paraded ; on one occa- 
sion the remark in the Inspection Report was, " the 
best drilled Police in the N. W. P " 

One of the questions which the Inspector-Ge- 
neral edhib bahddur requires his Dipty adhib 
to report upon is, " How many cases has the Su- 
perintendent adhib personally investigated during 
the past year, and with what result?** There was 
one adhib, and I am glad to say that I heard of 
only (me, who had recourse to a very artful dodge. 
Generally speaking, he proceeded to the mowqai 
mdjrd in about twenty cases every year, but in 
those which turned out successful, he had an entry 
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recorded in the Daily Diary of the fhdnd as 
follows : — 

"Date and hour. "Jhe Superintendeiit sahib 
visited the ilaqd to investigate into a case of — , 
(crime mentioned) in which — was com- 
plainant, and after enquii'y, the sdhib bakddur 
left for the Stidder Station.'* 

Of course those cases in which no clue was ob^ 
tained were altogether omitted, and when the In- 
pecting Ofi&cer paid his Annual visit, the Super-* 
intendent sdhfb submitted the following naqshd 
(form) for his information :•— 
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But the actual facts were that the jurisdiction 
Police had in six cases out of eight already ar- 
rested the culprits and recovered the property, 
but the Suparintendeiit sdhib having arrived at 
the scene of the occurrence during the investiga- 
tion took the credit of "working the cases", which 
credit rightly belonged to his " tongueless" sub- 
ordinates. To say why do not these subordinates 
speak out, is sufficient evidence to prove that the 
persons who make the remark must be totally 
ignorant of the native character. Where, I en- 
quire, is the native to be found who would pre- 
sume to gainsay a superior officer? Accustomed 
to "jo hukm" from their cradle, opposition is 
not in their composition. If every case which 
our ^dhib bahddur had investigated (?) were to 
be shown in the naqsJid, (form) the result would 
have been quite different, and the Inspecting 
Officer could have then drawn the inference as to 
whether the Suparintendent sdhib had really 
distinguished himself as shown by him. 

Sometimes the Magistracy put money, though 
unintentionally, into our pockets. An order is 
issued that if any one is found, what some offici- 
als term, "attending the minor call of nature", 
he is to be forthwith chvUaned under Section 34. 
of the Police Act, and the order further enjoins, 
^'especially infringers of the Section near the 
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Cutcherry." No privy being constructed for the 
purpose, my readers might easily conjecture the 
number of persons we could chullan if so inclin- 
ed, but a two-anna piece is a sufficient induce- 
ment to let oflF the offender. Duty, one dsi^ 
demanded my presence at a certain village, and 
having been benighted before the completion of 
the business, I proposed to pass the night under 
the zemindar's roof. The topic of conversation 
was the " recent order" issued by the hukkdm 
(authorities.) A garrulous old man expatiated as 
follows : — 

"The SarJedr bahddur, in order to check ex- 
cessive litigation, had recourse to an increase of 
stamp duty, but the expedient having failed, I 
think instructions have been issued to all the 
Zillah'hukkdm to adopt a mare effective plan. I 
praise the authorities of our Zilldh for hitting 
upon this method to drive us from the Courts. 
We are expected to be present from 10 a. m.; one 
hakim arrives at 11, another at noon, whilst 
others put in appearance at 2 or 3 P. M., and they 
sit till 5 and sometimes till candle-light; suitors 
must be in attendance as there is np fixed time, 
s^lthough the order enjoins 10 o'clock, and if they 
dare to do what nature demands, they are mulct- 
ed. The injustice of such an order is apparent, 
SkS the naddi (stream) is at a distance, and the 
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hukam will not construct a privy. Besides, 
having to trudge half a mile to the naddi twice 
or thrice a day takes up a portion of our time." 

« There was a Jant sdhib (Joint Magistrate) 
who resided in the vicinity of the Court, and he 
having issued a peremptory order on the subject, 
Constables were willing to pay four annas per 
diem to the Jamdddr, whose business was to " tell 
oflf" men for work, if he deputed them on this 
''special duty." The Constables knew that they 
could with facility earn more than that sum, and 
they were willing to pay four annas in advance. 

I shall conclude this chapter by stating another 
method by which we earn two or three rupees 
per mensem, viz,, nomination of village chowki- 
dars. When a chowkidar is to be appointed, a 
Constable is deputed to the village in question 
to order the Zaminddrs to nominate a man. 
Should there be half a dozen or more hiasdddrsf 
(shareholders) as is frequently the case, a dispute 
is the inevitable result, because each shareholder 
is anxious to have his own man appointed. In 
such cases, the thdndddr personally proceeds to 
the village and the '^highest bidder" gets his re- 
commendation nominated; on these abnormal 
occasions the fee is according to the bargain 
struck, but the '* das<^»" (custom) is a rupee for 
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the thdrndddVy another for the diwd/n-ji,, and a 
third for the beat Constable. Where the Revenue 
Settlement is still in progress, and the Village 
Police are still remunerated by a grant of four 
or five bighds of land, the Zaminddra, in satis- 
faction of the money advanced, withholds 
one or two bighds for one year, but in districts 
where payment of salary is made in cash, the 
nominees pay one-half until the debt is liquida- 
ted. It is nothing new when I state that the 
chawkiddre consider themselves the servants of 
the Zaminddrs, and it is no wonder that they do, so, 
as their appointment depends on their nomination. 
The systemis fraughtwithevil,and I unhesitatingly 
state that until the Sarhdr bahddur entrusts the 
appointment of these men to either the Magistrate 
or Suparintendent sdhib, without reference to the 
landholders, there can be no hope for improve- 
ment. We Constables who have so much to do 
in the villages, kpow that the poor chawkiddre 
have quite enough of work to perform without 
having to counteract the plots laid against them 
by the opposite partisans. A word regarding the 
"Muniahtdblea*' (Municipal chowkidars) appoint- 
ed under Act XX of 1856 or Act VI of 186* 
These men are under jamdddrs, who receive 
from Rs. 5 to Rs, 10 per mensem. When these 
jamdddrs and chawldddra are sent "for approval" 
as to their physical fitness for the active duties 
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of the Police, the Swpa/riniendent sdhib should 
make it a point to enquire whether they have 
actually heen nominated by the tax-payers or by 
the thdndddrs? I have known instances where 
the jamdddrs have been relatives of the thdnd^ 
ddrs and the chawhiddra their private servants 
or fellow- villagers. The way to check the evil, 
and it is really an evil of great magnitude, is to 
ascertain the residence of the nominees, and if it 
corresponds with that of the thdndddr, the Su- 
parintendent sdhib may be rest assui^ed, that the 
tax-payers have had nothing to do with the no- 
mination. 

CHAPTER XXV. 



KIDNAPPING. 
My detective abilities were called into play in 
a case of Kidnapping, in which a poor brahmin 
was made the dupe of an unprincipled brother 
brahmin. The features of the case were as 
follows : — 

An old brahmin, Garib Misr, was anxious to 
get his grandson a wife out of the family of some 
high caste brahmin in Oudh. The usual neooci- 
ations having failed, as the Oudh women were 
unwilling to send their daughters such a distance, 
the unsuspecting old man disclosed his intention 
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to a brother brahmin, Jdlsdzi Miar, who pro- 
mised to assist him in the attainment of hie 
object. For this purpose Jdlsdzi Misv having 
received Rs. 10, he proceeded within three days 
on his journey, but not until the Pandit-jt of 
the village had fixed the date and hour, which 
were most propitious for the success of the un- 
dertaking. After the expiration of six weeks, 
Jdlsdzi Misr returned to the village with a girl, 
about seven years of age, and accompained by 
the supposed father of the bride, Ahmaq Misr. 
The preliminaries having been settled, the vil- 
lage brahmins said that it was absolutely neces- 
sary, previous to the payment of Rs. 20, the 
price fixed for the girl, that she must undergo a 
certain test, which was that the go-between, 
yclept Jdlsdzi Misr, must eat food touched by 
her. Having declared his willingness to comply, 
he directed Garib Misr to send his food into 
the extra apartment, where the girl was to place 
it near the chawka. No one suspected Jdlsdzi 
Misr, and the money having been paid to Ahmaq 
Misr, next morning he returned to his village. 
As is customary with us Jdlsdzi Misr accom- 
pained Ahmaq Misr a short distance, and when 
they had proceeded about half a mile, they divid- 
ed the money, after which Jdlsdzi Misr returned 
to his home. A week having passed, Garib 
Misr 8 family thought that the girl had become 
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reconciled to her new home, and they wished to 
mould her into their own habits. As the child 
was not suflftciently strong for hard work, the 
women commenced their domeartic tuition by 
directing her to pour water from a g&if ci, to se- 
parate seeds from cotton, and to do other light 
work. The girl, not having been habituated to 
such work, commenced fretting and crying, and 
one morning she evinced such an obstinate spirit 
that she refused to stir from the place where she 
was sitting. A report having been made to 
Garib MisVy who was a kind and well-intention- 
ed old man, he directed his wife to find out^ by 
gentle means what work the girl was accustomed 
to do in her paternal home, and to put her to it. 
After a great deal of coaxing and persuasion, the 
little thing mentioned only one word '^tdnd- 
hdn£* (weaving.) The house resounded with 
the sound of ''Turk! Turhr (Turk! Turk!) 
until the word had passed from mouth to mouth, 
and every lisping urchin talked about Qar4b 
Misv and family having become Mahomedans. 
Could it be true that a descendant of Manu had 
his house defiled by the unclean presence of a 
beef-eater? Had the women remained quiet and 
disclosed their suspicion to the head of the house, 
they would have been saved much unnecessary 
expense as the sequel will show. Instead <^ 
remaining quiet, they communicated the parti- 
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culars to their neighbouring village visitors, and 
the scandal was talked of in all the villages with- 
in a radius of two miles. The consequence was 
that Qarib Miar aiul his family were proscribed, 
not only by their brddri, (brethren) but by the 
general Hindu community. Placed in this pre- 
dicament, how very humiliating to a proud 
brahmin that even a despised ahtidra, said to 
emanate from the feet of Brahma, should consi- 
der it contamination to drink water touched by 
Qartb Miar or any member of his family. There 
is no command of the Hindu ahdstraa more clear 
and binding than that which protects the lives 
and liberties (d the brahmins. The founders of 
the Hindu system, must have been either gods or 
brahmins; as the Inrahmins however are invari- 
ably placed above the gods in power and j^vi- 
leges, we must give them the honor of the crea- 
tion. They have certainly n<^ been unmindful 
of their own interests ; they have fortified their 
tribe with the strongest bulwarks. Their honor, 
their dignity, and their inviolability form the 
soul of Hinduism. They have subjected not only 
the poor despised ahidra to their sway, but have 
exalted themselves over aH nature, and over 
every gradation oi beings, real and imaginary, 
with which the realms of oration are peopled. 
That whi(^ the sun is to our planetary system, 
that the race of Iffahmins is to the system of 
H 
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Hinduism. The privileges of the priesthood, in 
all other countries of which there is any record, 
are cast into the shade, in the blaze of those 
privileges with which the Hindu priesthood is 
invested. Theirs is no empty boast of honor^ 
their sanctity is distinctly recognized through- 
out the vast population of India, wherever a 
shUdra is found to beod the knee, or a brahmin 
to lift his foot upon his head. Though time, the 
great innovator, has swept away many a piece of 
Hindu polity, and has left us in this last age, 
only a skeleton of the original institutions oi*. 
Manu, the respect for the priesthood remains all 
the same. In India, the character of the Hindu 
priesthood is sufficiently obvious, to admit of its 
being clearly developed. In some parts, it is 
quite democratic in its constitution, but in Zil- 
lah BamTnanra^poor, where this case occurred, 
the brahmins had an acknowledged head, whose 
judgment was final in all matters of controver- 
sy. This monarchical form of ecclesiastical polity 
is not at all to be wondered at, when we consider 
how exclusively the same principle in matters of 
civil government has always pervaded the peo- 
ple. As Garib Misr had been proscribed, he 
proceeded to the residence of the chief of the 
brahmins, Pandit Zubardasft Pdtuk and laid his 
case before him. The learned man informed him, 
that in the Hindu system, as established by the 
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great sages, such a thing, as a skudra refusing to 
drink water touched by a brahmin, was not for a 
moment to be tolerated, and that until an order 
for proscription was issued by him, any ahidra 
persisting in his error, would be "punished/* 
At the same time, as a conciliatory measure of 
policy, he ruled that Garib Misr's brddri were 
perfectly justified in placing a temporary bar 
upon him and his family, until the matter was 
settled. After this, the Pandit issued an inter- 
dictory order to all brahmins requesting them to 
refrain from performing any religious ceremony 
in the houses of those shudras, who refused to 
drink water from Gar(b Misr's hand. This was 
a terrible punishment and it brought the shlidras 
to their senses. The matter having been so far 
settled, Garib Misr was informed by his accomo- 
dating friend the Pandit-ji, that the Hindu 
system furnishes means, which meet every crime, 
whilst his was only an error of judgment. These 
are found in the system of absolution, to which 
the Hindus, especially brahmins, have such access, 
that the sinfulness of an action, to whatever de- 
gree it may be deseWing of punishment, is a mat- 
ter of little concern. Garib Misr was ordered by 
the Pandit to settle the niatter with Jalsdzi Miar, 
after which, measures would be taken for his res- 
titution to caste privileges. He accordingly pro- 
ceeded to Jalsdzi Misr's house, and invoked 
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curses on bis bead and tbe unoffending heads of 
his family — ^the living, the deceased, and the ge- 
nerations yet * to be born. JaUdzi Misr tried to 
extenuate his error, as he called it, by pleading 
that be was himself wofuUy deceived. The kid- 
napping case was reported to the Police, and the 
thdm4ddT having lost no time in proceeding to 
the ddinquent's village, bis next step was to ap- 
prehend Jaledsi Misr. Enquiry was made in 
the girl's supposed village by the Oudh Police, 
and the Superintendent adhib wrote in reply 
that such a mcmzd as ChokrUebhdgTidpur did not 
exist in his Zillah. As Jdlsdzi Misr saw that 
the game was up, he confessed that the girl was 
the daughter of a weaver, residing fifty miles 
distant in the same district^ and that Ahmdk 
Misr was no other than NaMatii Juldhd (weaver). 
Search was made for the latter, but without re- 
sult, as he had, a week previously, left for Bom- 
bay; at least, this was the atory which the 
zaminddr of NdkhatiXa village, told to the thd- 
ndddr, adding that he bad an only daughter 
whom having recently given in marriage, (?) he 
sold the few articles he possessed and qi^tted the 
village. On Jaladzi Mier^a being taunted by 
the thdnAddr for having eaten food touched by 
a Mahomedan, he denied having done so and 
stated that having clandestinely concealed it in 
his karmrhavd, (waist-cloth) he had given it to 
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the village dogs. As Jaladzi Mier was chaUaned 
we got nothing from him, but GaHb Miar, whom 
the thdndddr threatened to treat as an aider and 
abettor in kidnapping, presented him with Rs. 60 
and each of the four Constables who were asso- 
ciated in the investigation received four rupees. 
Jaiadzi Mier was committed to the Session Court 
where he was sentenced to five years* rigorous 
incarceration. It now remained for Qar(b Misr 
to be restored to his priestly privileges, and 
Zabardaet pdtak with other learned pandits de- 
cided in solemn seimce that the offender should 
make four pilgrimages and feed two hundred 
brahmins. The story would be incomplete were 
I to omit stating that the mouths of the erring 
brahmin and the members of his family were 
purified (?) by being stuffed with cowdung. The 
girl being declared la wdris (without a claimant) 
the Magiattaie sdhib bahddur entrusted her to 
the charge of a Missicmary society, and I am sure 
that neith^ OarCb Misr nor her own father could 
now recognize her to be the once kidnapped girl. 
After all, in my humble opinion, she had been 
the greatest gainer in every point of view. 

Apropos of the above, I would state that the 
district <rf Bammcmrajpur is the great theatre 
of confusion, where the leading actors, through 
the love of novelty, or the desire of gain, are 
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daily introducing rites and ceremonies totally 
repugnant to the spirit of the Hindoo Shastras. 
Brahmins of the first respectability are in the 
habit of violating the most sacred injunctions of 
their religion, taking shelter under the ample 
canopy of propitiatory sacrifices, which covers a 
multitude of sins. The fact is, that owing to 
the Ingrezi Fddri sdhibdm, (English Reverend 
gentlemen) who take a lively interest in the wel- 
fare of the people, many of the Hindu institu- 
tions are becoming irksome, and every class feels 
some interest in departing from them. Let not 
iny readers fancy, however, that I am going to 
expatiate in the regions of hope, or to represent 
the great edifice of Hindu superstition as on the 
verge of a fall. We are too well acquainted with 
its strength and solidity, to interpret the opening 
of an arch or two, or the decay of part of its 
foundation, into any indication of immediate 
dissolution. Enough, alas, of the system still 
remains, and is likely long to remain, to retard 
the progress of improvement. So far as the 
Hindu institutions minister to pride, ambition, 
cupidity, and private interest, as exemplified in 
this story, so far they are religiously observed, 
and a great variety of rites still subsist, through 
the sanction of general practice and immemorial 
usage, but the symptoms of decay are clearly 
visible. To an unlimited departure from the 
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^irit as %rell as the letter of the system, or to 
boundless innovation, there is no check but pub- 
lic opinion, the most vacillating of all standards. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 



THE KIVAL WIVES. 

In the Police Station to which I was attached, 
there resided in the jurisdiction a wealthy Mo- 
rain, (weaver) who carried on an extensive busi- 
ness in the manufacture of gold and silver em- 
broidered clothes, but, unfortunately, he was the 
husband of two wives. His name was Lattu 
Miydri and his wives were respectively called 
Ouldbo and Matdho; the former was childless, 
whilst the latter had presented her lord with four 
sons and two daughters. The husband was very 
indiscreet in keeping both wives under the same 
roof, though in separate apartments, and conse- 
quently whenever they met, which it may be 
expected was pretty frequently, they talked with 
that vehemence and power of lung peculiar io 
females of Hindustan. I shall give the reader 
an insight into the characters of the dramatis 
personee. To begin with Gvldbo; she was one 
of the most reckless, desperate, and perverted 
women living in the mohvZlah ; and any circum- 
stances that estranged her from her husband, 
were such which her mother-in-law welcomed for 
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her son^s sake; therefore having no'children was a 
circumstance which gave satisfection to the old wo- 
man, or C%(»ndo 5(6/ as she was named. OvMMs 
rival and successful supplanter, Matdbo, (was she 
not the mother of four sons ?) was an intolerable 
prospect and rankled in her soul. On the other 
band, Matdbo was a meek, modest and good-tem- 
pered woman ; and when Nature mixed up the 
ingredients of her disposition, the capacity of 
resenting injuries was certainly not among them, 
and people said that whenever the rivals had a 
quarrel, Matdbo came oflf second best. The mo- 
ther-in-law of the two women, Chdndo Bibi, may 
be briefly and accurately described as a woman 
who had never been troubled with an original 
idea or sensation since the day of her birth. 
latta Miyd^ was of a harmless disposition and 
kept on good terms with the neighbourhood, but 
he made a serious mistake — he placed great con- 
fidence in his bidta, (first wife) and ' apparently 
forgot that one of the lowest of human qualities, 
cunning — is exactly the capacity which is often 
most largely developed in the lowest of intellec- 
tual natures. 

Ouldbo, finding that though she was childless 
her husband had great confidence in her, laid a 
deep plot against her rival, Matdbo, whose only 
offence, (a very great one in the eyes of a south 
i. e. rival wife) was that she was the mother of 
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her iflwbandj's six cbildreji. In arder; to espy out 
her proje(];t suoceasfully, she bribed one Seawt 
Khdn to be the leading hero— -a man, whose vaga- 
bond varnish was as, bright on him as ever, and 
who ha4 worn out a naturally strong constitu« 
tion by a systematic violation of all philosophical 
laws. It is a pity that such rogues and villains 
cannot be turned inside out to put the innpcpnt 
and the unsuspecting on their guard. To his 
other characteristics, Sesar Khdn added that o£ 
hypocrisy, and I verily believe that if he and a 
lamb had been placed side by side — compari- 
son would have exposed the lamb as a rank im- 
postor. The villainp^s scheme was that Seaar 
Khdn should send an anonymous letter to Lattii 
Miydn, and as the missive was made over to the 
Police in the courae of the investigation, I can 
give the purport;^ which ran as follows : — 

*' Having a great anxiety for an interview, I 
am sorry that that pleasure will at present be 
denied me, but I see no reason why I should cease 
to be your friend. Are you aware that your se- 
cond wife is carrying on an amorous intrigue with 
SescMi* Khdn, and when you are absent from home 
she finds ample sqope to give vent to her licen- 
tiousness ?" 

Had LaMiH Miydn> been a prudent and sensible 
husband^ he would have consulted his mother or 
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set a watch, but instead of having recourse to ei- 
ther plan, galling slights, petty vexations, chilling 
annoyances and taunting epithets were put upon 
Matdbo, trying her powers of endurance to the 
very length of their tether, and one night on some 
slight pretext, her husband inflicted such chas* 
tisement, which led to a report of grievous hurt 
being recorded at the thdnd. This imprudent 
action brought Lattd Miyen within the clutches 
of the Police — the information conveyed to the 
thdndddr being " that Lattd Miydn had given one 
of his wives such a drubbing, that she was quite 
insensible*'. The thdndddr suspected the case to be 
One of poisoning, as the rows between therival wives 
were a matter of common conversation, so, with- 
dut loss of time, be proceeded to the Vfuiukd majrd 
(scene of the occurrence) and I and another Con- 
stable accompanied him. A great deal of evidence 
was taken down, but the ihdndddr could arrive 
at no tangible result. In his perplexity, he order- 
ed us to arrest Sesar Kh4n, who was a great bul- 
ly, and the mohalld men had such a dread of 
him, as if he were a devil. We brought him, and 
he had scarce come before the ihdndddr when he 
commenced talking big and made a bravado 
speech of his being thoroughly versed in the 
quanun (law). The thdndddr quietly gave me 
a letter to the jamaddr, in which he ordered him 
to repair without delay to the place of investiga- 
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tion and bring two robust Constables with him— 
this made a total of six policemen. Being thus 
reinforced, the thdndddr threatened Sesar Khdn 
to have him bound and suspended with his legs — 
at the same time, giving him the alternative to dis- 
close what he knew, the ihd/adddr addressed him 
as follows : — 

" Sesar Khdn, you appear to have carried on 
an amorous intrigue with another man's wife, and 
you have earned such a notoriety, that you are 
capable of any amount of villany. Now speak 
the truth, for once in your life ; I mean that truth 
to which you have been a stranger from the pe- 
riod you arrived at man's estate. You know the 
alternative." 

Seeing this earnestness, Sesar Khdn, (although 
a great bully, was a greater coward, as all such 
characters generally are), begged that the " ihdnd- 
ddr adhib, whose acts of kindness were household 
words," would not put the threat into execution 
and he would disclose every particular without 
prevarication. He then went on to relate how 
Gv.ldbo had " inveigled" him, and of the devilish 
plot their joint brains had hatched, which, said he, 
was to cause the ruination of an innocent woman 
whom he had never seen. Doubtless Ouldho 
mentally suffered as she was childless, and on the 
occasion of a dispute with any woman, she was 
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reproached for being " fto^T (barren) ; and tbi^e^ 
who are acquainted with the^ internal eccmomy of 
native hous^olds know^ what such suSering is. 
As tor Sesar Khd/ay who called hiixi3^ an educate 
ed man, he should ha^vB known better^ and had 
he refused to be asaociaited with QvMba in the 
plot, it would have been difficult for her to have 
found another accomplice. Having learnt that 
her innocence was established, Matdha sent word 
that she had recovered ; but this was not suffi- 
cient for \hQthdndddT, who bad a message con- 
veyed to her to make preparations to appear be- 
fore the Bdhdar sdhih bahdddr (Civil Surgeon) 
for the examination of her injuries ; and she was 
further informed that although she may be well 
now, a crime had nevertheless been committed, 
Lattd Uiydn however set matters right ; he plac^ 
ed his ^ugfi at the thdndddr's feet with Rs. lOQ 
as bait, and vociferously exclaimed," Save me and 
family from disgrace and appearance in Court.'* 
Thethdndddrtock Bs. 50, the Jamaddr 25, and 
the balance was divided amongst the Kanidita^ 
Uan (Constables). Seaar Khdn, who called him 
self a pauper with a pedigree, had no money, so 
the thdndddr let him oflF, and walking away in the 
direction of his house, he remarked to one of the 
Constables, '*were it not for me, you all would 
have had nothing ; you'and your comrades should 
give me a present." As it was necessary that the 
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msAi^r dioxild he offloiaUy reported, the (fuindidr 
d]4 so m the following terms ;-»« 

*' Juldtwuldt Constable of MohvUa MomiU" 
gmtj rep(^ed that Latt'A Miydn weaver had so 
severely beaten bis second wife, that she waslyii^ 
in a state of insensibility. Fidvd lost no time in 
proceeding to the spot, as judging by the Consta- 
ble's vague report, h/azHr'a goldm (slave) thought 
it was either a case of Grievous Hurt or Poison- 
ing, in fact, he suspected the latter offence to have 
been committed, as the defendant has two wives, 
who have frequent bickerings. On arrival, he, 
however, learnt that a quarrel had taken place 
between husband and wife^ ^d as is the cus:tom of 
the country, the former gave the latter two or three 
slaps in the face and a kick on the back. The 
huz'dr, who is learned in all the Oriental langua^ 
ges and is aoquainted with the customs of the 
'East, is ^k^are of the Hindustani proverb, which 
states that there is a similarity between Unt he 
pakr aur aurai ka makr, (being bit by a camel 
and a woman's shamming), consequenUy, Muasu-^ 
mat Matdbo feigned to have sustained severe inju- 
ry, in order to bring her husband to his senses. 
But, no sooner had the huz&r's slave niade known 
his intention of sending the woman to the Ddkddr 
adhib boMdur for treatment and of arresting her 
bud;)and, she jumped up from her bed and declare 
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ed that she was perfectly recovered. This case, 
therefore, not being cognizable by the Police, ftu- 
zUr's slave returned to the thdnd" 

The hdkim passed an order to the fdlowing 
eflfect ; — 

"As this is a simple case of mdrpit, (assault) 
the aggrieved party is at liberty to petition the 
Court for redress." 

It is needless to observe that Matdbo did not 
think it proper to take the Magistrate sdhiVs 
advice. 

In Seaar Khdn we see the peculiar character- 
istic of the habits and manners of a certain sec- 
tion of the Mahomedans. It is the simple pro- 
gress of a rake, another version of Hogarth ad- 
hiVs vivid representation. It is such a course as 
is exhibited in all countries where the restraints 
of conscience or of society are lax. The domestic 
scenes I have described are equally true of other 
families — there being however exceptions to every 
rule. The fact is, that Seaar Khdn was educat- 
ed at a time, when there was no suitable system 
of education, still less discipline exerted over the 
sons in the domestic circle to which they were 
.confined. There were no public seminaries with 
boarding-houses attached, to which they could be 
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sent to imbibe instruction at a distance from the 
fond caresses of the family. They were not edu- 
cated amidst the rivalry of intellect and under 
the severe discipline of independent tutors, but 
in the bosom of their own family, in the lap of 
Servants, amidst luxury and ease, under the eye 
of sycophants, pampered in every indulgence, 
and corrected for no vice. With such training, 
there was nothing to awaken the powers of the 
soul,, no object of laudable emulation before them 
and no prospect of future distinction opened to 
their youthful vision, but through a competition 
with their wealthy neighbours in idle and profli- 
gate expenditure. This vicious education, or ra- 
ther this absence of all education, produced in Sesar 
Khdn the result which might have been expected^ 
consequently, the number of those bom to pro- 
perty who turn out indolent drones in my unfor- 
tunate country, exceeds that in almost every other 
country. The child who has grown up without 
contradiction, spends the years of maturity and 
independence in around of dissipation with his ears 
ever open to the poison of flattery. When to this 
state of total neglect, with regard to all mental 
cultivation and discipline, is added the enervating 
influence, of an eastern climate, it may be easily 
conceived how my opulent countrymen sink into 
luxury and indolence as they advance in years. 
I know it may be urged that the education of the 
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diffici^ty ; and that even in Feringastdn, the eld-* 
eiit son is too often inferior to his brothers who are 
obliged to l^^bpur for their support. But if in 
Feringastiin, where so admirable a system of 
public education ii^ in full operation, where chil-* 
dren are s^arated from the endearments of home 
and s^t to a public school in which genius is re- 
wajrded and the spirit of exertion roused, and 
where the noblest prospects are ever present to 
the eye in the success of those who have won 
their way to the summit of society, the heirs to great 

esjbates are so often found deficient,- what 

then must be the state of society in my country 
where all these advantages are wanting ? To thia 
general description, however, there are some noble 
exceptions ; there are instances of application on 
the part of sons whom their father's wealth has 
enriched — ^there are also instance^ of parents anx- 
ious to leave their sons as rich in knowledge as 
in worldly possessions. The number of these lat- 
ter is greatly on the increase, and, is much encou- 
raged by the intercourse of the Ingrezi adhibdn 
(Snglish gentlemen) with wealthy natives. 

CHAPTER XXVII, 



A MILD HINDOO VeraUS A MOSLEM ARISTOCRAT. 

It is priDoipally in cases not cognizable by Fo« 
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lice, which al-e sent forenquiry by the Magistrates, 
that the palm is well-greased. I shall relate the 
particulars of a case, which occurred under the 
following circumstances : — 

An aristocratic Mahomedan, who like Sesar 
Khdn in the foregoing chapter was a pauper with 
a pedigree, resided in a certain mohalla, where 
was situate a renowned shivdla much frequented 
by Hindus of various sects, more particularly 
Qosains. Near the shivdla was an extensive plot 
of land, on which some houses were constructed 
for the accommodation of Hindu travellers and 
pilgrims. Some relatives of the Mahomedan aris- 
tocrat's wife having come on a visit from an ad- 
jacent district, he required room to lodge their 
servants and cattle; consequently, he sent an 
imperative order to the Hindoo, who, I may state* 
was a priest, requesting his immediate presence. 
The priest, being at that moment engaged in his 
devotions, sent a polite message that he would pre- 
sent himself within half an hour. This message 
was construed by the arrogant Moslem into im- 
pertience, and he arbitrarily ordered three of his 
servants to drag the priest out of the shivdla and 
to produce him ek dam se (at once). The servants 
being more prudent than their master, waited for 
the priest to finish his p7j>jah, (worship) but the 
Mahomedan got out of patience at the delay and 
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proceeded in person to see his order carried into 
effect. On arrival, he ordered his servants to ac- 
company him into the inner court of the ahivdla, 
which they did wearing their shoes, whilst he 
bearded the priest and spat on his face. Luckily, 
there were no devotees present, or the consequen- 
ces would have been rather unpkasant for the 
Moslem aristocrat and his servants, who knew 
that the pavement was of stone, and that no head 
could pitch down upon that, without ever being a 
head any more, except in the hospital. Instead' 
of acting in a conciliatory way, especially as a 
favor was to be solicited, the action taken by the 
Mahomedan was of that nature, that, I believe, 
it would have made a saint lose his temper; and 
the result was that the priest refused permission 
to lodge the men and cattle within the precincts 
of the shivdla enclosure. I might observe that 
the Mahomedan would never have acted in such 
a dictatorial and domineerng manner, but for his 
wife's relatives, whom he wished to show that he 
was a consequential person, a "Nawab of the mo- 
hallah", and could lord it over the "ryots." He 
always alluded to his ancestors as being the 
sovereigns of Hindustan, and as they entered In- 
dia with the sword in one hand and the Koran in 
the other, and commenced their career by viola- 
ting whatever was deemed most sacred among 
the conquered Hindus, I suppose he considered 
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himself justified in following their footsteps, for- 
getting that under the FeringM Government 
the aspect of things is totally changed. En pas- 
sant, I would remark that the Sarkdr bahddur at 
the period of first settlement granted a full tole- 
ration to all religions, as far as it was consistent 
with reason and equity, and it is a matter of con- 
gi-atulation to both, the Moslem and the Hindu, 
to find how fully the Sarkdr has redeemed this 
pledge. In short, the liberty the Sarkdr bahddur 
has given* to both religions is such as they had no 
reason from past experience, to expect from con- 
querors of a different religion, and they would 
have found their mistake had the conquerors been 
the Ruse (Russians). If tiie Sarkdr has on some 
occasions violated nsrtive prejudices, it has been 
• only in cases where the peace of society, and their 
own reputation, would have been endangered by 
an opposite course, but it must be acknowledged 
that on the subject of Moslem, and particularly 
Hindu usages, the Sarkdr has exhibited a degree 
of delicacy, which has no parallel in history. I 
trust the reader will excuse this slight digression. 
To resume the story ; a report in the first instance 
was made by the Hindu priest, who promised Rs. 
15, to the thdndddr and Rs. 10, to the Diwdnji, 
if his report were entered verbatim et literatim. 
After a sham demur, as if his situation in the 
Police would be jeopardized, the adorit thdndddr 
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made the priest infer, that by entering the report 
as he wished it, would b^ granting a concession, 
which would have been undoubtedly refused 
had the request been preferred by any other in- 
dividual.The priest gratefully replied, "Ishallnever 
forget such an act of kindness, and be rest assured 
thdndddr sdhib that it will never be obliterated, 
from my memory till the latest period of my exis- 
tence." The entry in the Diary fan as follows: — 

" Burrajh'^ Gosain came to the (hand and 
reported that Mi/rza Tdqat Beg visited the Bohoi' 
y«ifja ehwdla in MohaUa Eupydpfir, accompained 
by a great numbeir of his coreligionists, and de* 
manded room to lodge c^ain men and their cat- 
tle ; the aforesaid Qomin having refused the re- 
quest on the ground of its being contrary to the 
tenets of the Hindu religion to admit Mahome- 
dans within the enclosure, the Mirzd sdhib with- 
out provocation ordered hi^ companions to conta- 
minate the sacred place and belabour the GosmUy 
whilst he spat on his face and inflicted several 
kicks on the shins. The Qoedi^ further stated 
that had he not shown forbearance, he would in 
all probability have been murdered, and he beg- 
ged for Police protection as he was in danger of 
his life." 

To this report, the thdadddr added the fol- 
lowing remarks :— 
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^' Whereas ^(i-M^f is of opinion that the c^ence 
of rioting was lively to be committed, he, ac- 
compained by a Head Constable and six Consta- 
bles, immediately proceeded to iheshivdUi to pre- 
vent bloodshed and to disperse the unlawful as- 
sembly. He will lose no time in communicating 
particulars." 

There was neither fear of bloodshed, nor was 
there any lawful or unlawful assembly to disperse, 
but as the thdndddr was anxious to proceed to 
the spot, he had recourse to the above strategic 
dodge. On arrival, he summoned Mvrza Tdqat 
Beg, who denied in toto the charges preferred 
against him. The priest brought forward two 
men, who deposed to being eye-witnesses and 
corroborated the complainant's version of the 
story. On the other hand, the accused's witness- 
es called those of the jwiest "unmitigated liars." 

Apropos of this, I woidd observe that, gener- 
ally speaking, vrhei^ tibe character of witnesses 
and the circumstanices ijo whidi their testimony 
is deliv^ed, are duly weighed, it will be readily 
conceded that there exists a state of things spapce- 
ly paralleled i^ the annals of human <iepravity. 
If the suborning of evidence be such that the 
Jngnzi Magistrete eihibdn (English Magistrate) 
thanselves, are quite unaUe to distangui^ the 
merit of casesi tibe innocrat may at any time be 
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cut oflF without remedy. This state of things is 
naturally created by the eflfects of our pernicious 
system coming into contact with thos§ principles 
in the administration of justice to which Inglia- 
tan (England) is indebted for her unexampled 
happiness. These are, that evidence must be re- 
garded, and that no one shall be punished as guilty, 
unless full evidence of his guilt be adduced ; prin- 
ciples which may be well thought of "securing li- 
berty, property, and life." This, however, can only 
be the case in a country where truth is regarded. 
But in one where such a melancholy state of mo- 
ral feeling, as above delineated, exists, the strict 
administration of justice according to evidence, 
may become an instrument of murder scarcely less 
fatal than the dagger of the assassin. 

After hearing the witnesses on both sides, the 
tkdndddr informed the priest of his intention to 
report that the charge was not proved. I can- 
not assert what the nature of the settlement was 
between the thdndddr and the priest, but I re- 
ceived two rupees as my share. It should be 
borne in mind that the Bs. 25 paid to the thd* 
ndddr and janmddr were for " another service 
rendered,*' and that amount was not to be taken into 
consideration for any future service. Having had 
a peep into the special Diray, I produce a copy of 
it for the reader'3 perusal — ^it was as follows : — 
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'' Huzoor*8 goldm enquired into the case, and 
though the charge of Unlawful Assembly has not 
been brought home to Mirza Tdqat Beg and his 
companions, it has been proved beyond doubt, that 
they trespassed into the ahivdla and wounded the 
religious feelings of the Hindu priest, and that the 
Mirza sdhib spat upon him, whilst two others, at 
his instigation, dragged him out It was a very 
fortunate circumstance that no Hindus were pre- 
sent, or the consequences, most assuredly, would 
have been very serious. Huz&r'a gddm would 
have forwarded the three defendants for trial under 
either of the two Sections, 441 and 442 of the In- 
dian Penal Code, Criminal and House Trespass, 
which are both Police cognizable cases ; but being 
a Hindu himself, he refrained from taking action, 
as he would rather sacrifice bis own unworthy life, 
than have the Huzur to form an unfavorable opi- 
nion of his slave by thinking that he had sided 
with a priest of his religion. If such a conclusion 
were to be arrived at, life would have been bereft 
of all its pleasures and Hv^ziir^s slave would hence- 
forth lead a life of wretchedness." 

For a report of the above description, the priest 
who was an opulent man,, must have had to pay 
a pretty round sum, irrespective of the judicial re- 
sult. The report was laid before Simkin sdhih 
lektant bahddur, (Assistant Magistrate) who or* 
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dered that the case should be r^-investigated by an 
Ii%gTezi Inspector (European) as the respective 
parties were Mahop^edan and Hindu. The Ins- 
pector adhib, en raiUe to the ahivdla, having called 
at the thdnd and depoanded the services of a Con- 
stable acquainted with tbe locality, I was deputed 
on the duty, and whilst getting ready, the thiinddilr 
cautioned me to use my utmost endeavours to in- 
fluence the sdhiVa mind in favor of the priest 
adding, ** the Mahomedan will not pay us a pice 
whilst the priest has alrei^iy handsomely remuner- 
ated us,*' But, as soon as we arrived at the place 
the adhib ordered me to sit in his presence, .and a 
Constable who h^ acc(HQpanied him from the 
Beserve, was directed to summon both parties with 
their witnesses. 

The Inspector adhib's investigation exonerated 
Mirza Tdqat from the charge of spitting upon the 
Goaain'a face, but established that of ordering his 
servants to bring the Goaaiik ndena vdlens. The 
Goaain, being under the impression that the Mirza 
would bring a charge of defamation against him, 
instructed his mookhtdr to have the case amicably 
compromised, and as both parties presented their 
rdzinamda (amicable settlement bonds) the paper» 
were ordered to be ddkhil-dufiar (filed). 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



TUE SHERISTIDAR's DAUQHT^IR. 
In the good old days gone by never to return, 
there lived a Mahomedan, who was employed as 
Shen^wbidar to an Agent to the Governor-General 
in an Independent state. This post he held for 
several years, and papular opinion repiesented hitn 
as the Agent sc{Ai6 bahddur'a "right hand man.'* 
Popular opinion was correct, and my readers will 
easily believe that he had amassed considerable 
wea,ltb, when I state that at his decease he was en- 
abled to bequeath to his two sons and two daughters 
the sum of Rs. one lac each, and his immoveable 
property to the former. Like many of his co-reli- 
gionists, the Sheri&tiddr sdhib, Moonshi Syed 
Dowlat Shah Jehan Xhan, had several mistresses, 
and for their maintenance the interest of one lac 
of rupees was bequeathed by him — the eldest son 
being appointed trustee. Whatever may have 
been the Sheristiddr' s failings and faults, they are 
buried in his grave ; but buried or not, of course 
their remembrance, lasts, aad one may as well try 
to impede the course of' a river, as to prevent people 
from giving their opinions. The sons were named 
respectively, Sye(i Fazul Kharch and Syed Kam- 
zordil; and the daughters, Bepurwah-ool-nissa 
Begavi and Gfutrgiriet'OoH-niesa Beg^m. Syed 
Kamzov dil died withia two or three years pf his 
I 
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father's decease^ and both daughters being married 
daring their father's life time, the younger had 
settled down with her husband in a distant district. 
On the death of her husband, Bepurwdh-ooJr'niasa 
Begam sent for her brother and appointed him 
tru&tee to her share of patrimony, — ^to quote her 
own words> " Fazul Kharch] you are my only 
brother, and as I cannot be going every half-year 
to the Collector sdhib^s Kutchery to draw the in- 
terest of my money, which amounts to Rs. 4,800 
per annum, I make over the Sarkdri loie (Govern- 
ment Promissory Notes) to you, and I cannot give 
a better proof of my placing implicit confidence in 
you than transferring them to your name." 

For five or six years the interest was regularly 
paid, and instead of receiving it every half-year 
it was arranged that Bepurwah-ool-nissa Begam 
should monthly receive Us. 400. After the lapse 
of that period, the Begam received a proposal of 
marriage from the son of a respectable merchant^ 
but as re-naarriage is a thing impossible among the 
respectable section of the Mahomedan community, 
the young man, Mirzd Khushdil Beg, was inform- 
ed that though bis proposal was rejected, the Be- 
gam sdhib bore him no ill-feeling, which was tan- 
tamount to an indirect avowal of her love for him. 

Some busybody having communicated the infor- 
mation to the Begam'a brother, bis anger knew 
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no bounds, and he observed that his sister having 
passed the age of 40, ought to have been ashamed 
of her conduct. Evidently, he must have been 
a heartless man, but experience should at least 
have taught him what an Ingrezi author has 
observed, 'that Love . is of no age, no clime, no 
disposition ; the nature that feels it need not of 
necessity be young, the one who desires it beauti- 
ful; as the atmosphere invisibly surrounds the 
earth, yet it is felt by all, so love, unseen, pervades 
every breast, though its temperature varies 
according to the heart that gives it birth. Poor 
KhushdU Beg never thought for a moment of the 
wrong he was doing the Begam sdhib. It was 
quite refreshing to watch her, and to send and 
receive messages — so new a phase of the power of 
his own influence. He watched the dawning of 
love in her susceptible breast; the awakening of that 
great mysterious shadow, (which is still so bitterly 
real, and once aroused, so difficult to lull again,) 
with as little concern for what its effects might be 
upon her, as the analytical experimentali^st feels 
when he puts small animals to the torture to prove 
the truth of his own theory or supposition. No- 
thing in this world is hidden for ever. Look 
where we will, the inevitable law of revelation is 
one of the laws of nature : the lasting preser- 
vation of a secret is a miracle, which the world 
Las never yet seen. Every thing that occurred 
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at the Begim'8 house wan coniMr.micateil to her 
brother, who seot her a rnp.ssage to the effect that 
as he was the custodiau of the family abroo 
(dignity) he considered himself justified in with- 
holding her monthly allowance. The foct is, 
that the Begam'a brother, Syed Fazul Kharch 
"who neglected his own wife, had a dancing gir)^ 
Dilpassand ^dn, as his mistress. Hi^ wedded wife, 
I^hubsurat'Ool-nidsa Begam was considered a 
handsome woman, but the charms of a hundre<l 
!§>e)g^nties concentrated in the person of one perfect 
WOB^an had no witchery for Fuzul Kharch. His 
heart was dead. He had given all the passion of 
whic^ his nature was capable, to the oue woman who 
possessed the power to charm him aud that womau 
waa J)ilpasmndjdn. In tlie name of this woman 
all the Promissory Notes were secretly endorsed, 
mi 9trapge to say, BepurtuaIi.-ool-nissa Begam 
took no action against her brother for the recove- 
ry of her patrimony. Probably, she thought that 
time apd reflection would bring him to a sense of 
the duty he owed to his widowed sifter. Another 
»ix mon^h^ rollecl by, and Fuzul Kluiroh ha«l 
gone tQ that bouro^ from whence no traveller re- 
tumeth. IJovf m^ny have dropped away into the 
et^'ual tide wbiph aweepa majestically an without 
makiag aiftendfj for wropgs do|r>e ■ After his de- 
ceaae, Bep^rw^^'Od^-nissa Begam awoke to the 
ttftUty of fe^r positic^n and foi^nd herself to be a 
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pauper. She learnt that her Promissory Notes 
were transferred by her brother to Dilpasaand jrhi, 
and that she had no more legal claim to them 
than the bandi (slave-girl) who sat at her feet. In 
this emergency, she consulted three ot* four of her 
father's firiends, and solicited their advice as to 
whether she would appeal to Dilpassand jdn's 
sense of justice. They fiankly acknowledged that 
the chandes were very much against her receiving 
any answer at all to her appilication — no matter 
how carefully she worded it with a view to hu- 
mouring a dancing-girFs wlnmsicalities. However 
considering that, in the present position of affairs, 
a forlorn hope was better than no hope at all, they 
thought it was worth while to make the attempt ; 
or as one of them observed " Begam sdhihy if no- 
thing is to be gained, at all events nothing is to 
be lost." Dilpassand jan's reply was, that the 
Meer sdklV (meaning Fuziil Kharch) never 
mentioned to her of his having a sister, but that 
he had " extorted a promise" from her to send Rs. 
100 per mensem to his wife, Khubsurat-ooUnissa 
Begavif during her lifetime, and a promise, in her 
opinion, once made shoilld be strictly observed 
and scrupulously performed. On receipt of this 
missive, Bepuvwah-ool-nissa Begam again con- 
sulted her father's friends, who advised her to lodge 
a suit in the Civil Couii;. Men being accus- 
tomed to act on reflection themselves, are apt to 
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believe that women act in a similar way. Women 
do nothing of the sort ; they act on impulse, and 
in nine cases out of ten, they heartily regret it 
afterwards. The Begam resolved to visit Dilpas- 
sand jdn, and she told her advisers that either the 
one or the other would be " a dead woman." She 
mentally assembled her entire army of words — 
put herself at the head and dashed into action. 
The friends had tried to dissuade her from her 
purpose, but with no result. One of them remark- 
ed " I wonder who first picked out a mule as the 
type of obstinacy? How little knowledge that 
man must have had of. woman I" The Begam was 
accompained by two slave-girls to Dilpasaandjdn's 
house, and on arrival she rushed upon her enemy 
and would have torn her hair off the roots, had 
not the people opportunely present come to the 
dancing-girl's rescue. They did their best to drag 
away the Begam, but she clung to Dilpassand- 
jdn with a vengeance, and when they managed to 
separate them, she seized her opponent's hair and 
pulled it with all her might, until some one seized 
an iron pestle and struck her a violent blow on the 
wrist whicli compelled her to let go her hold. The 
Begam having fallen down insensible, one of the 
slave-girls ran to the thdnd and reported that her 
mistress was being " brutally murdered." This 
brought the case into the bands of the Police. 
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One word regarding Mirza Khushdil Beg before 
I introduce the Police dramatis personce to my 
readers. The bitterest thing of all in this world ; 
harder than the loss of wealth, or health, or friends, 
is the discovery that one whom you have loved 
and trusted has deceived you ; that what you 
thought all truth, towards at least yourself, has 
been one great falsehood from beginning to end. 
At the very moment of time that Khushdil Beg 
was most required, he had discovered that his pre- 
sence was wanted, to settle his father s mercantile 
affairs, at Bombay. To the Begam^ there was safety 
in the very name, and she always heard it with a 
cry of joy. Alas ! it was only too true that with 
the loss of her money, the Begam learnt that 
Khushdil Beg's love had also faded. The Begam 
was only human and could not resist the current 
of the thoughts that came unbidden to her mind. 
Khushdil Beg was rich and she was poor — yea, 
poor as a /aHr — and what right have the poor 
to possess either hearts or feelings, wants or wishes. 
She could not now hope for pecuniary assistance 
in that quarter, and on learning of his departure 
for Bombay, she had lost every hope of carrying 
on a Civil Court prosecution. 

Now to the Police part of the story. On re- 
ceiving intimation, the officiating thdndddr, Lalla 
Jhunjhun Ferslmd, accompained by Motakallah 
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Kltan Janiadar and four Constables arrired at 
D ilpassand'jda's hotise. The thdndddr su'rvreyed 
lier with a bland look of investigation — as if he 
Irad been her medical attendant, with a diagnosis 
on his mind. The Beffam lay ini a state of in - 
sensibility. The dancing-girl minutely entered 
into detaile — the th&ndddr patiently beard her 
story without a word of eoimment, and, on its con- 
clusion with an eye to money-making, as such a 
golden opportunity did not offer every day, he 
quietly, though emphatically observed, that if the 
result of the blow proved fatal, the dancing-girl 
would most assuredly come to grief ibis it was in- 
flicted at her house and probably at het instiga- 
tion. After expressing regret in seeing her placed 
in such an unpleasant position, he proceeded to 
investigate the matter. DUpaimnd-jdn offered 
Rs. 200, if the thdndddr got her off the scrape. 
Not wishing however, to bind himself to a pro- 
mise until the extent of the Begtim's injury was 
known, he informed heV that " he would do his 
best for her;*' and simultaneously deputed me 
to summon a Jarah (barber practising surgery on 
a small scale) with instructions that the man was 
on no account to say that the injury was slight 
I brought Tinkowri Miyan, a well known Jarah, 
who gstve his opinion, as if be were aregular surgical 
practitioner from some renowned Medical School 
in Yuiian, (Greece) that " the injury was very se- 
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vere aod if proper precautions were not taken, the 
Begam Sdhib would lose tb© use of her right 
arm for life." The tMndddr, under the pretext of 
making arrangements for the conveyance of the 
Beg^m to the Ddkdar sahib bahdduT^, went out 
of the bouse to learn the actual extent of the 
injury. The JaraMnformed him that, there was 
neither fracture nor dislocation, and that the Begam 
$(ihib was making a mountain of a molehill. Af- 
ter hearing this, the thdn^ddr breathed more 
freely, and he requested Dilpa89Si>nd^n to entrust 
the care of her house to some relative or friend, as 
it was his intention to challdn every soul present 
at the time of the assault. At the same time 
turning to the BegawJs slave-girls, he requested 
them to make preparations for the removal of their 
mistress to her own dwelling-place, whilst he 
w^uld try to obtain the assistance of a. D&kdar 
sdkib to attend her, '■ becftuse," said he, *' being a 
pardcmashin, I am averse to her being treated 
at a public hospital." The Begam continued 
sliammiug, so the thdndcldr told Dilpa8$and-jdn 
that be would leave her and the other ** mujriman'' 
(offenders) under the "protectiou of three sepoys," 
(mes^ning Constables) whilst be would escort the 
Begam.sdhib to her home. At the latter place he 
altogether changed his tactics. He ordered the 
seJvaptH to take care of the property during the 
period their mistress remained a pat?^)t at the 
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Sarlcdri hospital. As soon as the Begam l>eard the 
words " Sarkdri hospital," they had such a talisma- 
nic effect, that she sprang on her legs and infor- 
med the thdndddr, that no one could compel her 
to go there. He now returned to. the dancing- 
girl's house and remarked, that commisserating her 
hard case, he had resolved to come to her rescue, 
and in his '' ruppuf' (report) to the hukdm, (au- 
thorities) he would attribute the catastrophe to 
theBegam'a unwarrantable intrusion. With ru- 
pees 200 the thdndddr returned to the Police 
Station, and we all got a share of the " silvery 
shower," His Special Diary was as follows : — 

"Whereas Musaamat Jhuthi, maidservant of 
Mussumat Bepurwah-ool-nisaa Be^am, had re- 
ported that her mistress was being " brutally 
murdered," fidioi, without loss of time, arrived 
at the maukdh-mdjrdh, (scene of the occurrence,) 
and he will not deny that his first impression was, 
on seeing her, that she must have sustained se- 
vere internal iujury and would not survive ; conse- 
quently, tabidar (servant) sent for a learned (?) 
jarah but was astonished to learn from him that 
the Begam sdhib was shamming, which opinion 
was perfectly correct, as she jumped up on being 
informed of his intention to forward her to the 
jendb Ddkdar sdhib bahddur for proper medi- 
cal treatment. Fidm, finding it to be a case of 
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simple hurt, referred the Begam sdhib to the 
Faujddri addlat (Magistrate's Court) for redress 
and returned to the (hand!' 

Mirzd Kkushdil Beg never returned from 
Bombay, and the last I heard of Bepurwah-ool 
nissa Begam was, that she intended to file a suit 
in the Civil Court against Dilpassand-jdn in for- 
ma pauperis. But the gossips said that at first 
.she tried to interest a wealthy vakil to espouse 
her cause, but as she stood on her abroo (dig- 
nity) and refused to show him her face, he 
similarly refused to advance Vargent to one 
who, he could not say, " was a woman or a man in 
disguise ; such a risk," said he, '* I am not pre- 
pared to undertake.*' 

As was the father Syed Dowldt Shah Jahdn 
Klidn, so was the son Syed Fuziil Kharch ; in 
short, the profligate life of the father became the 
destiny of the child. When the parents have led 
a life of profligacy, can there be any doubt that 
the children and the children's children perpe- 
tuate and increase the deterioration, whether in 
physical or moral degradation ? The worst of it, 
says a recent Ingrezi (English) writer, is that the 
degraded type becomes hereditary, both in its 
physical and moral features. 
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CHAPTER XXIX, 



A QUONDAM TAHSILDAB'S HOUSE BROKEIT INTO. 
The Tdhstl Idrs of the old school were men of 
a different stamp than their confreres of the pre- 
sent day. They lived in NawabJike style, and 
the aggregate monthly salary of their servants 
exceeded their own pay for the same period. 
With these succinct prefatory remarks, I shall pro- 
ceed to relate the particulars of a case of Burg'. • 
lary and theft reported to the Police by a quon- 
dam TaAsfldcir. The entry in the Hozndmchd 
(Daily Diary) was as follows : — 

Mir Ultd'pdltd, €x4ahailddr of Zilld Aish- 
pur, reported " that a burglarious entrance was 
effected into his house during the previous night 
and property valued at Rs. 4000 taken away ; 
although his suspicion at present falls on no one, 
he however requests that a Police investigation 
be held/' 

A list of the property said to be stolen, com- 
prizing shawls, gold and silver embroidered clothes, 
and jewellery w£|,s annexed to the report. The 
ihdtyiddi\ Mirzd Zahardast Beg, directed the 
Jamaddi\ Muohalhd perahdd to depute me and 
two other Constables and to impress upon us that 
" he would give a reward of Rs. 50 from his own 
pocket (?) to the individual who- was successful 
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in hia efforts to find a due." Each of u$ proceed- 
ed on our respective ways, and previous to start- 
ing, I informed ^UQhaVcd, per Add tl;iat I would 
return within a week. I proceeded in the direc- 
tion of a village, in whioh resided a pasi, one 
Ohpta doss, a notorio^s thief, and .sought bis aid. 
On jwrriv^l, I found that he was, laid up. with a 
had leg and therefore knew that he conljd not have 
been concerned in th^ jpre^ent case ; I related the 
particulars ii^ detail, and after giving him a des- 
cription of the sjbQlen property, I iwx)mi8ed him 
balf^of the thdndddr's reward in the evept of suo- 
oeas. He directed mia to remain in the village, 
stating that within two d^ys he would be prepar- 
ed tQ readey me assistence. On the third day he 
accampained me, and said that the plan of opera- 
tions was simple enQugh--.that whilst he visited 
the villages on the north a^d east, I wa^ to visit 
those on the south and west ; he further advised 
me to go without my Policy uniform, and to beair 
in mind the following instrnctions ;— » 

"All the lower castes of Hindus, that is, pasis^ 
hhcir^, chamdrs, dprms^ dJiarkave, do^dfitliS) <ko.j &c.y 
^ter the comm.issioi:^ of a theft wait for ten to fif- 
teen days, ^nd if no chie has been ohitaiaed, they 
oongider their ^ndjMrtakiog a succesa; they then 
slaughter a pig^, and after offering sacrifice ta their 
d^td^ (idol) under whose special protection the 
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thieves place themselves, the flesh is cooked and 
they and their fraternity partake of a grand dinner 
and get drunk ; on the same day, the spoil is 
divided." 

On separating, he fixed the locality, where we 
were to rendezvous each night ; there were about 
70 to 80 villages for each to visit and the ''shikdr'', 
(hunt) as the past called it was to continue for a 
fortnight. I had given up all hopes, and the week 
within which I had promised to return to the 
tkdnd had been exceeded ; so I resolved that if 
my eflforts were unsuccessful on that day, (it was 
the twelfth) I should return to the thdnd. But 
as luck would have it, I found on the day in 
question, that some pasts were making prepara- 
tions for a bacchanalian feast at Mauzd Badmdsh 
gunj, 1 1 h er ef ore lost no time in communicating with 
my ^Mncidarandsentatrustworthy grorai^ to Ghota 
ddsa past, who had given me the names of half 
a dozen men, in whom I could place confidence — 
exemplifying the old adage, " there is honesty 
among thieves**. Mirzd Zabardast Beg came ri- 
ding on his pony, with three Constables and a do- 
zen gomits following in his train. The houses 
of the pasis were surrounded, and the tkdndddr 
sent for three banids to witness the search. 
I felt encouraged to see the thdndddr, whom 
we all called Mirzd sdhib, in good humour — and 
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I am bound to say his fits of passion were not 
frequent or lasting — the expression of his fea- 
tures was as kind as it was dignified and manly ; 
but passion sadly disfigures most faces ; and he 
certainly was no exception. On entering, how- 
ever, the enclosure of the house, the Mirzd sdhib 
saw the " unclean animal" suspended by its legs, 
and the blood dripping from its neck ; this sight 
put him in an awful passion and he literally foam- 
ed with rage. He commenced pouring the phials 
of his wrath on the entire past race, ?ind not 
satisfied in abusing the living species and their 
forefathers, he clacked his whip to a running ac- 
companiment of imprecations which he hurled 
on the unoiBfending heads of generations yet un- 
born. I think many must have had a quiet laugh 
when they heard the foaming Mirzd sdhib" say 
that pasts must have been descended from a 
hog. Poor offending Pasi humanity stood in 
one corner in fear and trembling, while our 
thdndddr let fly volleys of the most abusive epi- 
thets, which an enraged Mussalman, on seeing the 
" unclean animal *' made ready for a feast, could 
think of. At last, one of the witnesses found 
sufiicient courage to ask the thdndddr to com- 
mence with the search, as he had to attend to 
his own business. Thus reminded, the Mirzd 
sdhib, standing aloof from the contaminated 
place, ordered the goraits to bring every article 
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out of the dpfendants' houpe^. It wa^ evidently 
'* siBttlemei;it day" amoog the thieves, m there 
were four bundles separately ti^d and kept for 
each " shareholder." On untying theni, out came 
sh9.wls, gold and silvep embroidered clothes, jew- 
elry, &c., &C.; the paai women had on their 
persons valuable articles of jewelry, whidi the 
thdnddjir ordered them to take off; tl^e va,^ue (rf the 
property recovered amounted to nearly Rsf. 30QQ. 
Information was sent to the ex-tah^ildicir, who 
immediately despatched an ojd ap.d trustworthy 
gerv^,nt for recognition of the articles which be- 
longed to him. But, unfprtunately, onjly one 
single article turned up as his property, which 
the man indicated, and of the rest he suggested 
that they bad better he shown to the tajisilddr 
sdhib, by which appellation he was still known in 
the surrounding villages. On the property being 
shown to the owner, he corroborated his servant's 
assertion. Although a good haul, the " merito- 
rious service" wa? not complete unless we were 
able to produce the owners of the stolen property, 
as they would have handsoo^ely remunerated us. 
We put forth our combined energies to discover 
them, but unfortunately all our efforts proved un- 
amiling. The thdn^ddr, at fiicst by kind words, 
and then by threats endeavoured to find this out 
from the pci^s, but they adhered to one state- 
ment, vi^ that having earned lots of money in 
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an independent state, they purchased the articles. 
'' This story," the tltdtid'Idr said, "he could not 
Mvallow as it stuck in his throat." On enquiring 
from theiii, in what capacity they were employed ? 
they said as syces in fiome bard sdhiVs house- 
hold, whose name they had forgotten. The tlid- 
ndddr burst out with, " what ! I have been plod- 
<img away for years and years in the service of 
the Sarkdr bahddar aud have never been alile 
to cover my back with a doshaUij (pair of shawls) 
which you as syces have been able to do ; refresh 
your <3oaveni^tit memories and let me know the 
nanie of tho sdhib baJiddvur, in order that I may 
offer my services as a syce, as it is evidently far 
more lucrative than a thdnd^rshrp'* This vi- 
tality of the Mirzd sdkiFs tongue having failed 
to get a clue as to the owners of the property, he 
had to content himself by sending up the defen- 
dants for trial. The property, after the usual {)rocla- 
mation, was sold by public auction and the proceeds 
carried to \he credit of the Sarhdr bxhddnr ; the 
foxxYjpnsfs were rigorously imprisotied for two j^ears, 
respectively, and each of their wives as receivers 
of stolen property to half that term. I received 
a reward of Rs. 25 for 'good detective ability," 
and the thdndldr Rs. 35 for '* energetic action." 
My readers will perceive how we pick up all Inan- 
ner of information in a promiscuous way ; little 
bits that seem nothing at all till you put them 
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together, and begin at the beginning and read 
them off the right way. 

Injustice to the thdndddr, I must place on re- 
cord that he disdainfully rejected the proposal of 
an unscrupulous Zamindar, who suggested his 
willingness to come forward as the " rightful clai- 
mant" of the recovered property, if the "Mirza sd- 
Mb'* backed him, and for which service he (Za- 
mindar) would present him with half the value 
in Queen's coin. The thdndddr replied by a quo- 
tation from an Ingrezi (English) author's book : 
" He who tells a lie is not sensible how great a task 
he undertakes, for he must be forced to invent 
twenty more to maintain that one." After this 
he tendered the following advice : — " Fareb Singh, 
I thought you to be a man possessing common 
sense, but I now consider you to be a fool ; you 
have not understood the nature of the proposal 
you mxde ; were I to accede to your mad sugges- 
tion, we would both find ourselves within the 
precincts of the ZiUd jail in a week's time ; you 
would be stamped as a cheat and I, the son of a 
very respectable man, as your accomplice. Are 
you not cognizant of the fact of certain registers 
being kept up at thdnds ? If the hukam ordered 
me to produce the daily diary, in which ail occur- 
rences are entered, together with the Registers of 
crime and property stolen and recovered, how 
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many books was I to falsify ? Allowing, I was 
fool enough to alter the ihdnd registers, how 
were the counterfoils of the Daily and Special 
Diaries at the Superintendent's duftar (Police 
office) to be similarly dealt with ? No Fareb 
Singh ! I am an honest man and I come from a 
good stock ; I will never have it said that I am an 
ingrate, or that I have been guilty of deception. 
Remember that good intentions will never justi- 
fy an ill intention : both must be good, or neither 
will be acceptable to Mirza Zabardas,t Beg!' 
Bahut umda bat (words well spoken) responded 
the Constables. 

After this soliloquy, Fareb Singh walked away 
towards the direction of his village, but meeting 
me in the market-place, he remarked that all of 
a suddden the thdndddr sdhib had become virtu- 
ous, and that it was easy to purchase virtue at a 
cheaper rate by means of words than the actual 
practice of it. ** If, said he, " I had Rs. 1500, 
half the value of the recovered property, to offer 
in hard cash, I should then have liked to put his 
virtue to the test, and to see whether he would 
have given his resolution a treat or not." 

The thdndddr gave Rs. 5 and I added a simi- 
lar amount, which we presented to Chotdh doss 
pasi as an incentive to still greater perseverance 
in the Police cause. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



TrtE Ker/ni Sahib. 
When we are very closely, surroimded by bless- 
ings, we are apt to make mountains out of molehills 
from sheer want of sometliing to grumble at. In 
the district to which I was attached there was an 
Jngrezi bara kerdni (Head writer) in the of- 
fice of the Collector sahib baJiddur. With his 
subordinates, the kerdni ei,\\v a,}' s rode the high horse 
and wished to carry every thing with a high hand ; 
he carried his arrogance so far that he sometimes 
even gave airs to the Collector sahib, and whenever 
they met each other on the public road, the kerdni 
would not, as a mark of respect, so much as take 
off his hat. The Collector adhib at first took no notice 
of his subordinate's ill-manners, until one evening 
when out for a drive with the Commissioner sdhib 
hahdilar and his mem sdhiba, (lady) the kerdni 
carried his rudeness to such an extent as to stare at 
them, and this be did, as usual, without taking oflf his 
I'lat. Evidently, the Commissioner sdhib had noticed 
the insult, because the Collector sdhib next morn- 
ing sent for the ktrdni and advised him, when- 
ever he met his superior officers, to pay the res- 
pect due to them. The kerdni said, that the fact 
of not taking off his hat was not an intentional 
insult, and promised in future, whenever he met 
Lis superior officers, " that he would see his hat 



y Google 



( 213 ) . 

was taVea off". The Collector sdliib thought 
nothing more of the m9,tter. A week passes 1 
over, ami as the k&rdni sported a tandem and 
two horses, he commenced harnessing his horse 
called " Howdh'\ (Wind) which was a spirited 
animal and as swift as a doe : and as he very sel- 
dom used him, people suspected there must be 
a reason for deviation from the general rule. One 
evening when out for a drive, he espied from a 
distance the Commissioner sdhib's barouche and 
pair coming from the opposite direction, and 
it so happened the Collector adhib was also in the 
conveyance. The kerdni made " llowaii' go at a 
rattling pace as if bolting, and having requested 
the syce to st'^nd behind, he instructed him, when 
both conveyances approached each other, ta take 
his hat off his head and again put it on. The 
8ijr.e tlid as requested, whilst the master handled 
the ribbons with both hands. Such an act of 
disrespect, the Commissioner sdhib viewed in the 
light of an affront, which, he remarked to the 
Collector adhib, could not be overlooked, but 
must be seriously noticed. Next moruing, the 
latter came to office in an awful tantrum, and 
having summoned his subordinate, he ordered 
him to furnish an explanation of his ** imperti- 
nent'* conduct on the previous evening. The 
kerdni tried to extenuate his strange and rude 
beliaviourby pleading that his horse had bolted, 
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and as he was unable to curb him in, he directed 
his syce to do that which he was not in a position 
to do for himself ; and besides, had he not pro- 
mised the Collector sdhib that ** he would see his 
hat taken off/* It is in the nature of some 
people to be at loggerheads with every body, and 
such was the kerdni's nature ; instead of working 
in unison and, harmony with his superiors and 
subordinates, his stupid policy was to give offeifice 
to the former, and to be at sixes and sevens with 
the latter. He was determined to run amuck, 
and his conduct showed that instead of pouring 
oil on the waves, he was resolved to add fuel to 
the flame. The Collector adheb forgave his sub- 
ordinate's offence, and requested him not to offend 
in a similar manner. 

The next thing the kerdni did almost lost him 
his situation. It appears that the Commissioner 
sdhib asked for the inspection of certain Land 
Settlement Documents,and he wrote to the Collector 
sdhib to send his Sur-duftur (head of the oflSce) 
to explain certain questions, which would obviate 
the necessity of correspondence. The kerdni was 
ordered to wait upon the Commissioner sdhib, and 
on arrival, he was ushered into the great man's 
presence ; having waited for a quarter of an hour 
without being asked to seat himself, hq took the 
liberty to draw a chair, simultaneously observing 
** Sir, you are aware that a French cook is more 
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polite than an English lord" Had the Jcerdni 
taken a chair without making such an impertinent 
and sarcastic remark, the Commissioner sahib 
would probably have taken no notice of his con- 
duct, but having drawn a parallel, the sdhibbahd- 
dur'a anger knew no bounds and he immediately 
wrote to the Collector sahib, to call upon his sub- 
ordinate for an explanation. The Collector sdhib 
being a kind gentleman advised his subordinate to 
apologize, which the Jcerdni did, and at the same 
time he interceded with the Commissioner sdhib 
by stating that the kerdni was of a very sensitive 
disposition and he would consider it a personal fa- 
vor if his apology were accepted. The sdhib ac- 
cepted it after making sundry admonitory remarks 
for the eccentric kerdni s benefit. 

His next kettle of fish was at the Ingrezi (Eng- 
lish) cemetry. At a funeral, the Commissioner 
sdhib was present out of respect to one of his 
immediate subordinates, who had suflfered a fami- 
ly bereavement. At the conclusion of the service, the 
Commissioner sdhib spoke a few sympathizing 
words to his subordinate and then shook hands 
with him previous to getting into his conveyance. 
As the Collector sdhiVs kerdni was standing close 
by, the Commissioner sdhib put out his hand to 
wish him " good bye." The ill-bred man refused 
his hand with the remark, " I never shake hands 
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on sufferance ; today, you pretend to know me, 
and tomorrow at any public place you will not 
condescend to notice me." After this rude re- 
mark, as the kerdni slowly turned his face ami 
looked at the Commissioner sdhih, he raised his 
hat with the nearest approach to respect, which a 
long life of unblushing audacity had left him cap- 
able of making. This being an unoflScial matter 
I do not think the Commissioner sdhib mentioned 
tl^o kerdnta uncivil and barbarous behaviour to 
the Collector sdhih. Be this as it may, the kerd^ 
7]ii was never taken to task about it. 

His audacity and self-conceit had now reached 
the culminating point, and he was determined 
to work out his own ruination. It appears that 
the Judge sdhib hahddwr, who had taken eigh- 
teen months furlough to Inglistdn, (England) 
had returned to this cpuntry with his mem adhiba 
(lady) and two daughters. The aydha (maid-ser- 
yants) called the elder daughter, Mabel baba-, and 
the younger, Pella baba. The kerdni used to see 
the young ladiei^ at ^he band-stand in the SarhdH 
garden, and h^ had a^^ ide^i that Bella baba had a 
latent affection for him^ although the young lady 
had never spoken QW word tq him either good 
bad, or indifferent. One day, I cannot say what, 
possessed him, l^e aQti^a^ly had the impertinence 
to send a letter to the Judge adhib avowii^g hi§ 
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love for Bella baba, and respectfully soliciting 
peraussion to pay his addresses to her. The 
Judge adhib immediately wrote letters to the Com- 
Daissioner, Collector and Doctor sdkibdn, who 
having arrived, were all closeted for. nearly one 
hour in consultation ; after which, they proceeded 
to their respective bungalows. At about 2 P. M. 
the Collector adhib sent for the kerdni and gave 
him a letter addressed to the Ddkdar sdkiby with 
instructions to deliver it personally and on no 
account to send it by a cho/prdsi, (office peon). 
Unsuspectingly, the kerdni proceeded to the Ddk- 
dar sdhiVs house. The adhib was evidently pre- 
pared for the visit, and he walked over with the 
kerdni to the hospital, which was close by, and 
then on a preconcerted signal, the hospital assis- 
tants put a straight jacket on him ; after this, 
the Ddkdar adhib had the kerdm^i'a head shaved 
and a blister applied on it ; he then leeched his 
temples and put a seton in the nape of his neck, 
and simultaneously administered croton oil as a 
purgative ; in short, he treated the kerdni as a 
lunatic. The poor unfortunate man bellowed for 
mercy, and then the Ddkdar adhib asked him, if 
his love for the Judge adhiVa daughter had flown 
out of him ? He replied by notifying his willing* 
ness to write a bond stipulating that he would 
never again, until he shuffled off this mortal coil, 
look at the Judge adhiVa daughter; aad said that hd 
J 
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had been entirely cured. Never was a hallucination 
more effectually cured and although not one of 
the four sdhiban who composed the Board of 
Correction is in this couni^ry, I suppose, if they 
are still in the land of the living, they will look 
upon the reminiscence as a good piece of tamdsha 
(fun) — the kerdni, I would add, has long ago been 
gathered to his fathers. A,s a sequel to the story I 
must state that the Collector sahib had been gen- 
erous enough to grant his subordinate three 
months privilege leave, and on the expiration of 
that period, a change had come over the kerdni 
and he returned to duty, not only an altered, but 
a more sensible man. His enemies said that he 
would be like a certain old gentleman in the 
couplet, a monk when sick and a devil when well. 
Subsequent experience, however, proved that they 
were not justified in forming such an opinion. 

. It was often a matter of talk among us as to 
the reason of the kerdni being so different in 
manners and habits to other sdhiban (gentlemen). 
He always spoke of himself as being a yucca Ing- 
rez (real Englishman) and said that when four 
years of age, he came to Hindustan with bis pa- 
rents ; regarding his early training he informed 
people that he was educated at a Sarkdri zUld 
school, as there was no other academic institution 
within three to four hundred miles, and that he 
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knew very little of the religion, to which he was 
supposed to belong, — the reason being its exclu- 
sion from the school curriculum. With such a 
training, the consequence was that the kerdni 
furnished one of the many unhappy examples of 
persons, whose early training and education ren- 
der them completely ignorant of the things which 
belong to their peace, and which enter so deeply into 
everybody's-whether Christian, Musalman, or Hin- 
d 00— future welfare in life. It has been truly o bserv- 
ed by a wise man that " a human being without 
religion is like a domesticated animal," and by an- 
other *' the sum of true religion is, give and for- 
give, bear and forbear." The Sarkdr bahddur 
should bear in mind that while the people of this 
country, unenlightened by revelation arepolytheists, 
the students of its Colleges and Schools are be- 
coming pantheists and remodelling the creed of 
their fathers to fit their own "philosophical" (?) ap- 
prehensions ; but as pantheism itself is but an 
intermediate state of the human mind, composed 
half of light and half of darkness, I would here 
observe that some learned men among my coun- 
trymen are of opinion that it is destined to dis* 
appear through the instrumentality of the educa- 
tion imparted by the Ingrezi pddri adhibdn (Eng- 
lish Reverend gentlemen) at their Missionary se- 
minaries. If the Sarkdri school training had 
such a pernicious effect on one who was bori^ a 
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Christian, how very much more detrimental mast 
the result be in the case of the people of this 
land ! I suppose my readers will be enquiring as 
to how I came to learn the history of the eccen- 
tric kerdni ? Some of his pranks occurred when 
I was on duty as a Constable in the Faujddri 
Court, and as they were the subject of conversa- 
tion among the " small fry," it is nothing marvel- 
lous that I should also have joined in the guftd^ 
giX (talk). Regarding the last episode, the Ddk- 
dar sdhib bahdd/ur had applied for the services of 
two Constables to watch a man charged with at- 
tempt at suicide, who was under medical treat- 
ment ; and as the kerdni remained in hospital for 
a week, I thought that I might do something, as 
I had been previously acquainted with him, to- 
wards the alleviation of " his temporary suffer* 
ings." I then learnt of the kerdnfs last prank 
but I must acknowledge that he treated me in a 
very generous manner; for, on getting bis dis- 
charge from hospital, he tipped me a present of 
Bs. four, which amount, said he, would assist me 
in making up winter-clothing for my bdl^badid 
(children). 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE FERINGHf 3 DAUGHTER. 

If we SOW wheat it will come up wheat, glad- 
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dening us with its good : if we sow noxious weeds, 
noxious weeds spring forth, and we must do bat- 
tle with them as we best can. It is, as I have 
remarked before, the inevitable law of nature and 
none can flee from it. A few years ago, a adhib, 
his wife, and two daughters resided in the juris- 
diction of the thdnd to which I was attached as 
a humble Kanishtahel (Constable) the sahib was 
employed in a Sarkdri d/xftar, (Government office) 
and shortly after his wife's decease, he got his 
daughters settled in life. During the period of 
the sdhiVa servitude, he expended the greater 
portion of his salary in learning to play on my 
country's musical instruments, to wit, the Sitdr 
(guitar) dhdl and iubioik, (small drum and accom- 
paniment) and in seeing native nauUhes (dan- 
ces). To his entertainments, he invited tihsii'^ 
darSy sheriatiddrs, thd/ifhdddra, peshkdrs, %dzir9^ 
7M>bj(irir8y et hoe genus omne^ and his daughters 
were also permitted to be present " to amuse 
themselves." After such a training as their 
father gave them, is it any matter of astonish- 
ment that one of the girls became a victim of the 
vice of her father, and a monument of his dis- 
graceful weakness ? The girls were called respec- 
tively Sarah bdba and Annie bdha. The younger 
daughter, Annie baba, married her cousin, and 
went to reside in another district ; the elder, Sarah 
bdba, married a Railway employ^ and for ten or 
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twelve years there was nothing at which even the 
chastity of a sainted virgin need blush. But a 
change speedily came over her. As temptation 
must needs assail every child of Adam, it is well 
that some places are found on the slippery path 
where sorely tried souls can rest for a while, look 
round and think, and so, praying for safety be 
helped up again. It appears that Sarah bdhcCa 
husband, Hubbuk Bdhib, for his own acquisitive 
ends, in order to save a few rupees per month, re- 
solved to have his wife taught the Hindi language. 
Parenthetically I would observe that the sdhib 
had some Railway contracts, and he was therefore 
obliged to engage the services of a native Moon- 
shee to keep up the daily muster roll of laborers ; 
it might have been written in English by his wife 
but the adhih was of opinion that it should be 
kept up in a language colloquially understood by 
the working men. The Moonshee, who was en- 
gaged to teach Sarah bdha the Hindi language 
was a young Mussalman. This man, Shaik NuU 
khut, was a thorough villain and was the cause 
of Sarah bdba'a downfall, and oflBcious tongues 
were busy in sajring, that the Moonshee bad 
great influence with the Mem sdhib. As a true 
chronicler of events, I am boimd to state that Sa* 
rah bdba informed people that she made her par- 
tiality for the Moonshee apparent, in order to 
pique her husband on account of " something she 
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knew about his doings." Be this as it may, it was 
most undoubtedly the wrong way to bring her 
husband to a sense of the duty he owed her ; in 
her more sober moments, however, she resolved 
at one time, to leave oflf the study of Hindi, and 
at another, to have nothing more to say to the 
Moonshee. 

Reader, I am not going to moralize upon this 
act. I too, as well as you who read this, well know 
what has befallen some of the best of our virtuous 
resolutions, and here I have to tell you of one by 
no means strong-minded, or as yet strongly ground- 
ed in her resolution. Many a hard tussle, many 
a painful weary fall, has to be endured before they 
become able to compete with what they have to 
encounter in the fierce struggle of life ; and many 
a slip on the road to be regained, ere the mental 
footing is firmer. Happy they who have had 
none of them ; I say very happy, and to be envied 
truly. But, the question is, are there any ? Well, 
to confess the truth, Sarah bdha was not at least 
One of them, and so she went on. 

At this time, there came to reside in Hubbuk 
eahiVs household an old woman, who told people 
that she was the adhib's foster-mother. In this 
woman, the sdhib placed the most implicit confi- 
dence. It hath been agreed in all ages, that wo- 
man's actions are frequently impenetrable ; if so. 
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we in vain might endeavour to discover the source 
o ' this old woman's. From the time she put foot 
in the house, she conceived an aversion to Sarali 
bdba, and if asked the reason, probably she could 
not herself assign a cause. However, she worked 
a deal of mischief and slyly told her foster-son 
that there was " something wrong" between his 
wife and Moonshee N'dtkhut. Up to this time 
Hubbuk sdhih and his wife had lived in amity. 
Some one taking jealousy as his theme has said 
that people may talk of pain if they like — the 
pain of separation, of suspense, of the want of love, 
but is there any mental pain to compare in its in- 
tensity, whilst lasting, its craving for forgetfulness 
its gnawing agony and its dull despair, like the 
pain of jealousy ? Of the first reasonable doubt 
that we have ever entertained of the creature we 
live for ? Other griefs, it is said, receive ameliora-. 
tion from sympathy, but jealousy has no such re- 
lief ; its property is to mourn alone, to shut itself 
up with its own hard thoughts, its bitter thoughts, 
its harrowing suspense ; it is too proud to speak, 
to ask questions or demand explanations. So it 
was with Hubbuk sahihy and his wife observed 
that he had become rather peusive and contemp* 
lative. After some weeks, the adhih informed his 
wife that be ha4 determined to separate from her 
and ordered l^er to make preparations for her de- 
parture -^ from his bouse" in two hours time. It 
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was afterwards discovered ihsA, the wicked old wo^ 
man hid bribed Moorhshee Ntjutkh'u^t to -write aii 
amatory letter by post to the Addlr^ss of ^arah 
bdba and which she showed to her foster-son ; at 
the sajiie iiuLe the Moonsh^ left the sdhWs ser- 
vice ^d ho twice could ever be fomod of the vil^ 
lain. This letter, Btubbuk sdfiib threw before his 
■wife and asked her what she had to say in defence ? 
On former occasions, it v^bs ndt ^asy to silence her 
wh€to she was spte^Lkirtg Under the influence of a 
. strong conviction ; but at that moment, the letter 
vrhen laid before h^r closed her lips, and silence 
was construed irito guilt. Her neighbours said 
that her husband haviitg formed an improper 
liaison, his wife hsLd previoiidy made up her mind 
to leave his protection and to sue him for main* 
tenance. Within two hours^ i^rah bdba actually 
fotind herself and her beloagitigs at an adjacent 
Railway Station ; she had vk6 sei'vaBt with her and 
only sufficient mimey to convey her to ^illah Ta* 
mdshapur, whei*e her p«irents formerly resided. On 
arrival sA her destiUatioin, she related her own ver- 
sion of the stdry, and where-y^er she went, every 
one treated her with civility and good-riature. The 
pale beauty of her pensive fade wOri her friends 
and sympathisers. It is very hard^ some one has 
observed, upoti pUg-nose(i merit and red-haired 
virtue, that ^ Gtr^dian profile or raven-tresses, 
should be such &h. excellent letter of introduction ; 
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but, unhappily, human nature is weak ; and while 
beauty appeals straight to the eye of the frivolous, 
merit requires to be appreciated by the wise. 
When she arrived at Tomctefeapiir, her father's 
friends might have been ol service to her in suing 
her husband for maintenance, as the mere fact of 
an amatory letter addressed to her was not sufl&- 
cient proof of criminality, but the wrong step she 
subsequently took precluded the possibility of as- 
sistance in that manner ; instead of seeking legal 
advice with the view of taking action against her 
husband, she sent for one of her father's old ser* 
vants and requested him to go to the city and find 
out whether any Mahomedan of respectability 
would marry her. She now abandoned her Euro-* 
pean mode of apparel and adopted the feshion 
d Id Moslem, and at the same time, she had her nose 
and ears bored. When I bad a casual glimpse 
at her, she looked wearing her silken suit like 
B^padahahzadi (queen). A respectable Mahome- 
dan, calling himself a '* Naw&b," oflfered to marry 
her if she embraced his religion ; she willingly ac- 
cepted the offer and became Sahara-ool-nissa Be^ 
gam. Poor Sarah bdba ! She had sacrificed hus- 
band, children, religion, reputation, home, all that 
makes life of value to woman ; but the instant the 
step was irrevocable, the instant she had left the 
barrier behind, repentance set in, if her statement 
is to be credited. Even in the first days of her 
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departure, in the fleeting moments of abandon- 
ment, when it may be supposed she might momen- 
tarily forget conscience, it must have been sharply 
wounding her with its adder stings ; and she must 
have known that her whole future existence would 
be one dark course of gnawing retribution. She 
had no peace of mind at her Mahomedan husband's, 
and consequently left his protection. When I last 
saw her, I could detect at a glance that the haunt- 
ing skeleton of remorse had taken up his lodging 
within her; a skeleton of living fire, that must 
prey upon her heart-strings for ever. Every 
taunt cast upon her by the world, every slight that 
is henceforth to be her portion, for she has earned 
it, tells but too surely upon her crushed spirit. 
She resided after she left the Nawab's house, in 
the same old place when she arrived at Tamdaha- 
pur and a brother Constable told me that she lives 
a life of infamy and shame ; she is, as previously 
'stated, a victim of the vice of her father, and a 
monument of his disgraceful weakness. With the 
training she received, nothing short of a miracle 
would have made the result different. 

It is not for a humble Constable to tender ad- 
vice, but I shall quote some appropriate remarks 
by an Ingrezi mem sdhiba, (English lady) : — 

" Wife ! Mother ! should you ever be tempted to 
abandon your home, so will you awake ! whatever 
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trials may be the lot of your married life, though 
they may fiaagnify themselves to your crushed 
spirit as beyond the endurance of women to bear, 
resolve to bear them ; fall down upon your knees 
and pray to be enabled to bear them ; pray for pa* 
tience ; pray for strength to resist the demon that 
would urge you so to escape ; bear unto death, ra- 
ther than forfeit your fear name and your good 
conscience ; for be assured that the alternative, if 
you rush on to it, will be found worse than death V 

I shall conclude this chapter in the words of a 
well-known Ingrezi (English) author, " that no- 
thing can atone for the want of modesty and inno- 
cence; without which beauty is ungraceful and 
quality contemptible ; for he that overcomes his 
passions, conquers his greatest enemies." 

Sarah bdba'a trade brought her many a customer 
and as she resided in a locality, where wickedness 
and vice held their empire, it was only natural 
that Police interference should now and then be 
called into requsition, and the Tiaka (beat) Consta- 
ble, as a matter of course received a monthly incre* 
ment to his salary by placing certain bdahmdagdn 
(residents) under the aegia of his " august protec- 
tion." This is how I came to learn the history of 
the unfortunate Sarah bdba. 
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CHAPITER XXXII, 



MY FIRST MILITARY CAMPAIGN; 

When bdth sides sure eqiially matched and ^ti€l 
side deliberately marekes tip to thei Cannon's 
mouth, people call tha4> btsivery^ hui id show a 
bold front when you are arnied witti A mxisket 
and your adversary is W€iapOiil^^gi ddefs hot cotisii- 
tute courage; 1? hose ivho are i^ally brave know 
that valour i^ disgrae^ hf seeking hneqiial con- 
tests. I'his latter remark, howetfeir, is not applica^ 
ble to those who took a J)art ih the Battle of the 
jail, as the contest was Hot sdtight fbr by uS; tour- 
ing a short period of three nldnths, wheii I was oii 
duty at the Zillah jail, it Was theil iny enviable 
privilege to "see Service ill the field." 1?he first 
indicatiort we had of darigei* was at eleveh o'clock 
in tlie foi*enOdn when the prisdriei^ boldly refltsed 
td eat theil* fodd,^^hey declindd to addpt the 
mess system, dr as they calldd it *' meshhout-' and 
tilled that unless dadh man was permitted to cook 
his Own food> they wotild altogether gd Without 
it. Had I been the Superintendent df the Jail, 
I should tiave takdn them at theif Own wdi*d and 
tried the starving prddess ; he WoUld then have 
seen how long they would have been able " to hold 
out." At noon^ some of the prisoners became 
riotous and they threatened to mtirddr the first 
Jail official who dared to approach tliem, or in 
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other words, they resolved " to let slip the dogs of 
war." Then rang the *' memorable" cry, " To arms I 
To arms " and indulgent reader, your most obedi- 
ent servant, Miydn MUthu Khdn, was one of the 
" trusty twenty" selected " to take the field." It was 
a worth-while sight to behold our Javiaddr sahib, 
who was in face a lion, but in heart a deer, unsheath 
his sword, which was as rusty as himself. He told 
us that tl^e last time he had unsheathed it was in 
defence of the Kampani bahadur'a honor in pur- 
suit of the notorious Ndnd sdhib, and at which 
period he was attached as a Jamaddr to a Polls 
JPoLafan (Military Police Battalion), to the 
story : both sides stood in battle array. The pri- 
soners were armed with lotahs ; the Police with 
muskets and ball ammunition. Now commenced 
the tug of war, and our Head Constable made such 
a fuss, as if the ahvoo (dignity) of Inglistan (Eng- 
land) lay in his hands. The prisoners were the 
first to throw down the gauntlet by levelling a lo- 
tah at the head of our Kommanier, (Command- 
ing officer) yelept the Head Constable, who, in sten- 
torian voice, ordered them to desist, by remind- 
ing them that '* Oirkvlar chithi men likhd hai ke 
kaidipdr jaldi pkire mat kdro,'* [it is enjoined in 
a Circular order not to open fire without caution- 
ing the prisoners). They mistook this for weak- 
ness and let fly one lotah at us ; — one of them after- 
wards told me, '' we were of opinion that the Ka^ 
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niahtaUdn (Constables) had no ammunition and 
the muskets were given to you all by the Sarkdr 
bahddUr to keep us in terror." The Jail Superin- 
tendent Sdhib bahddur now arrived, and he tried 
to reason with<*the enemy" by making the follow- 
ing maiden speech in an Urdu language of his 
own:-" 

" Turn log gadda ha hdm mat karro ; apnd 
bdrrik pakm; aoonoli, turn log ban^uk pakra^ 
tab golee laggo ; ham nahin jdntd^ turn jdnta ; 
looB bat mat karro" * 

This conciliatory speech would have had the 
desired effect, had it not been for two or three 
bar^mdshes (bad characters) who instigated the 
prisoners not to give in ; consequently, they pour- 
ed a broadside of lotahs into our ranks, whilst we 
let fly a volley of ball ammunition at t lem. This 
had a salutary effect and "the enemy" beat a 
retreat. Our Commander was anxious to go in 
pursuit of him, but the Jail Superintendent sdhib 
said that " to carry on further hostilities" would 

* The speech translated would stand as follows : — 
** Do not be foolish, and pray return to your barracks o» 
quarters ; if the muskets be fired, the balls will hit you ; do 
not bl »me me, as you will only have yourselves to blame ; do 
not act in a foolish manner.'* 

Note. This is what the 8a,hih bahddur intended to impress 
upon the prisoners, and considering the short period he had 
been in the country, I think he expressed himself pretty well. 



y Google 



( 282 ) 

be against the wishes <^ the Sarkdr hahidur, 9kTA 
contrary to the laws of humanity as observed by 
civilized nations ; consequently, he gave the word 
of command^ "To your tentSj Constables!" 
Next came retribution, and the sdhib was deter- 
mined to pay " the enemy off " in siich a way as 
would have a salutary effect not Only on the i>re8ent 
transgressors, but ^Iso on those who in the future 
would be the occupiers of the same BarkdH quar- 
ters ; he, accordingly, had three of the principal ring- 
leaders tied to the jail triangle and ckindemned them 
to thirty lashes apiece^ and to those who had ehacjted 
a subordinate part from five to twenty stripies each 
according to their respective degrees of culpability. 
Peace having been restored, thus ended my first 
and last battle and jail affairs remained Statu quo 
ante hetlurri. When we returned to quarters, the 
Head Constable commenced relating the particu- 
lars of the ** lardi" (battle), especially of his own 
individual acts of prdwess, and hdw; in contempt 
of danger, he was ever ready if need required^ for 
the sake of the 3arkdr bahddiir, whdse salt he 
had eaten, to go through fire and water. One of 
my brother Constables, who was nc>t included 
among the " trusty twenty", without miiiciiig the 
matter remarked, " Jamdddr sdhih^ you have been 
entertaining lis quite eiiOugh aboilt yOur own per- 
aonal acts of bahddurdomi (bravery) pray let us 
hear how the fouj (army, meaning the Constables) 
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behaved. Whilst you were engaged in the thick 
of the fight, we were saying that if the prisoners 
were similarly armed, that is, with musket and ball 
ammunition, then it would be worthy of the name 
of lardi, (battle) but this affair was just like pigeon- 
shooting." The jamaddr flew into a rage and walk- 
ed away, and up to this day, now several years 
since the ** Battle of the jail" was fought, he 
has never been known to talk of his own baha^ 
duri, nor the part be bad taken in it, 

I must not fail to state that we were recom- 
mended for reward for ^' meritorious service," but 
the Magistrate sdfdb bahddur of the zillah 
(district) refused to back the recommendation on 
the ground that " no great bravery was displayed by 
armed and disciplined men firing at unarmed pri^t 
soners, and therefore I do not feel myself justified 
in recommending the Police for reward. I fail to 
see the " meritorious service" rendered. In my 
opinion, two rupees value of sweetmeats to be 
distributed to the men, would be a suflBcient reward 
for being kept out of their noon day me^l till 
"three m the afte^rnoon." 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE RAJPUrS DAUGHTER. 
A wise man has said that if in all our desires 
we permit reason to go before us, and fix not our 
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hopes beyond the boundaries of probability, then 
success will attend our undertakings, and our 
heai-ts will not be vexed with disappointment. 
The history I am about to relate is of a Rajput, 
FaUsuf Singh, who was proprietor of many broad 
acres, and who having permitted his desires to 
take precedence of his reason, success did not at- 
tend his undertakings, and as a natural sequence 
bis heart was vexed with disappointment. When I 
first became acquainted with Failsuf Singh, he 
was on the receipt of an annual income of Rs. 
15,000, and shortly after our acquaintanceship, he 
suffered from a disease called Melancholy. To 
consult two or three renowned hakims, (doctors 
of medicine) he visited an adjacent Zillah, (dis- 
trict) and they informed him that if he was anx- 
ious for an effectual cure, he must be prepared to 
spend large sums of money, or within a short pe- 
riod accept the alternative of becoming a raving 
maniac. FaUauf Singh replied that he would 
scrupulously and rigidly adhere to the proffered 
advice ; and in reality he so strictly adhered to it 
that within four or five years every biggah of land> 
in order to raise money, was mortgaged. Reader 
if you have not met such candidates for Bedlam in 
your journeyings through the valley of Baca, it is 
because you have travelled with blind-folded eyes. 
Failauf Singh commenced spending large sums 
of money in seeing dances and entertaining dan- 
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cing-girls and their followers, in accordance with 
the advice of his medical friends, — this, they said 
was the only way to get rid of his complaint ; con- 
sequently, every night the sound of jollity and re- 
velry was heard at his hired house. At the same 
time, he kept several mistresses on salaries ranging 
from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500 a month. One of 
these women, Mussamat Ghan^ikhinch, presented 
her lord with a daughter ; on the sixth day called 
Chhati, great were the rejoicings that took place — 
not that the Rajput cared a fig for his daughter, 
but he only commemorated the event to humour 
his mistress. On Chandikhinch's daughter, Mus^ 
sumat Umddh, attaining the age of six years, 
FaUauf Singh suggested the advisability of get- 
ting her married to the son of a brother Majput 
(Sire, Dumree Singh ; Dam, Mussumat Dublepat* 
leCy dancing-girl.) This suggestion, Chandihhinch 
treated with scorn, informing Failsuf Singh, that 
" nothing would give her greater consolation for 
the slights she had received from him, than to see 
his daughter becoming a dancing-girl." Horror 
of horrors ! Had things came to such a pass that a 
highborn rajput, whose ancestors were men of fame 
and renown should suffer such humiliation and 
disgrace ? Mirabile dictu I The indignant man ar- 
gued with his mistress that if she put her threat 
into execution, he would henceforth have to hang 
his head and would not dare to show his face to 
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his brethren. But Ghandikhinch like Gallio of old 
cared for none of these things ; she knew his weak 
points and traded upon it, telling him in a taunting 
way, that whilst she, the mother of his daughter 
received only Rs. 100 a month, that his barren 
mistresses, who had not even given birth to blind 
mice, should receive double, treble, quadruple, and 
quintuple her stipend! He called her utterly 
heartless, ungrateful, and mercenary, and told her 
that she was taking advantage of his badr'kiBmai 
(ill luck) in being the mother of his daughter, and 
showing her power through its means of bullying 
bim. She coolly told him that what he called his 
badMamat, she called her nek-kismat (good 
luck) and both were at liberty to adhere to their 
respective opinions. He then emphatically in* 
formed her that *^ a daughter of Faiisfif Singh 
shall never dance, and she would have cause to 
repent her obstinacy, when probably it would be 
too late.'' She had never known Failmf Singh 
talk with such earnestness and sharpness, and 
knew that a highborn proud rajpufs threat was 
not an idle one. In the night she consulted her 
relatives, who advised her to leave Failauf Singh's 
protection and reside in her own village home, a- 
bout five miles distant ; at the same time, she was 
counselled to report the fact of her doing so to the 
jurisdiction thdnd and to assign a plausible reason 
for taking this step. Having remunerated the 
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moharir, she caused the following report to be 
entered in the Daily Diary : — 

Mussamat Chdndikhinch tawaif reported that 
for many years she had been the mistress of FaiU 
8uf Singh, Zaminddr, and that she has a daugh- 
ter who is now six years of age, and that she being 
the mother, she alone knows who is the real father 
of the child ; at all events she can assert that Fuilr- 
suf Singh is not the father. But Faiisuf Singh 
supposing himself to be the fath^, suggested to 
her, as being a ro^ut, whose dan practise infanti* 
cide, to murder the girl, and that if she complied 
with his reasonable (?) request, he would hand- 
somely reward her, besides giving her a mainten- 
ance for life ; but her maternal affection made her 
reject his barbarous proposal, and now being ap* 
prehensive of his clandestinely putting his threat 
into execution, she has removed to Mauza Dug^ 
gahpur, her maternal village. In warning the 
Police, she begs that the case be enquired into and 
Faiisuf Singh dealt with according to law. Her 
witnesses are Fahinh Svngh, Kangal Singh, Paj4 
Singh, Zabun miar, Namardi opddMa, Najis 
ahir, Shadid loonia, Magra Koonbee, Bdgi koe- 
ri, cmd ChiTchira ffwdla." 

The thdndddr {nroceeded to take up the investi- 
gation after recording the following entry in the 
Piary :— 
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" Whereas fidwi entertains great fear of i'ati- 
8'df Singh's putting his threat into execution— one 
of the duties of the Police being the prevention of 
crime — he has proceeded to make enquiries on the 
subject." 

I accompanied my superior officer, but up to this 
day with all my tact and sagacity, I confess that I 
have never been able to discover what measures 
the thdndddr employed in eflFecting a reconcilia- 
tion between Failsuf Singh and his recalcitrant 
mistress ; suffice it to say that he who eflfected this 
master-stroke was a good domestic politician. All 
that I know is that Failsuf Singh presented me with 
three rupees, but neither I nor any one else could 
say what sum the thdndddr received for his inter- 
est in the matter. On his return to the thdnd, he 
had the following report inserted in the Diary : — 

" Fidioi returned to the thdnd, and is glad to 
intimate that his worst fears were groundless. The 
women of this country, as huzur knows, are much 
addicted to telling lies, and magnifying the real 
state of aflfairs ; (rather complimentary) there was 
a trifling quarrel between Failsiif Singh and his 
ungrateful mistress, Mitssamat Chandikhinch ta* 
waif, and, through the iqbal (greatness) of the 
Sarkdr bahddur, as soon as huzHr'a guldm arriv- 
ed at the village, the ^aimi/(dancing.girl) begged 
that her report be cancelled, on the ground of a 
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reconciliation having been effected between her 
and Failsuf Singh. Fidvri has great pleasure 
in reporting that they are now both living together 
in peace, and whatever trouble he may have taken 
or the inconvenience he may have suffered, he re" 
joices over the fact that the Sarkdr bahddur's 'iq- 
bdl is very great." 

The marriage, as originally suggested by Fail- 
suf Singh, was duly solemnized ; but scarcely three 
years had run their course, his fine estate was 
brought to the hammer in default of the payment 
of several Dewani addlut (Civil Court) decrees, 
and the last time I saw the proud highborn rajput 
was in a ganjdwaUas (hempseller's) shop, puffing 
out of his mouth large volumes of smoke. People, 
out of courtesy, still called him " Bdbu sdhib,'' but 
'observing the mode of addressing me a poor Con- 
stable as '* huzur" it spoke plainly of the scale of 
society in which he must* have been mixing : that 
he was with those who said it habitually, and that 
he used it habitually himself. Affairs must have 
come to a pretty pass for the once arrogant i^ajput 
to be compelled to mix in the society of those, 
whom, at one time, he would not even have per- 
mitted to sit at his ^eori (door). 

The advice which was given to FaiUiif Singh 
is the counsel which is given to many a young man. 
Before they are scarcely out of their teens, they are 
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introduced to dancing-girls in order that their 
minds may be occupied " with the most pleasing 
seusations." In short, they aare counselled to give 
the^lselves up to pleasure ; to throw the reins on 
the neck of every indulgence without appreheu- 
sion ; or, to q uote the words of one of Fail&if Singh's 
advisers, "the daotas are merciful who have 
given us natural appetites and passions." These 
arguments to a life of pleasure are of a similar 
character with those urged in some other coun- 
tries, boasting of civilization, to stifle the voice of 
conscience and to tempt the young and inexperienc- 
ed, with the addition however of one peculiar to 
Hinduism. The evil genius of the youth adds, 
that the gratification of the passions cannot be sin- 
ful, else " the gods would not have peopled heaven 
with courtezans.** 

The fact is that the education of young men of 
fortune is deficient in every thing which tends to 
form a good and great character. Nothing indeed 
can be more wretched. The education of the Ing- 
rezi (English) gentry in the days of their feudal 
barbarism, when learning was confined to monas- 
teries and to the priesthood, was not more lamen-* 
table, than that which is bestowed in this country 
on the heirs of great estates. They have no suit- 
able instructors. Of priests there is no lack in 
the £amily, but so far from fulfilling those impor- 
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tant dutieiS^ 'which property devolve on them, of 
this employttiwit of their time th^ never di»am. 
In the line of spiritual functions indeed, their aid 
is ever ready ; they clothe, feed, and ivorship the 
fjEtmily images, cast nativities, and calculate auspi* 
cious daj^ ; but tibe more important duty of in- 
structing and forming the youthful mind to the 
best of their abilities, would be esteemed a degra^ 
dation. That weighty office is abandoned to some 
needy hireling, who, without any kind of qualifi* 
cation, undertakes the emplojrment, because he is 
fit for no other. Such was FailsAf SingKs trains 
iiig ! What marvel that his future career harmonia<* 
ed with it ! 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

litlSUS NATUILfi CASE. 

When 1 was attached to KhUbbholapAr tftdtid, 
the following report was entered in the Itozndm' 
chd dm, (Daify Diary):— 

pur, reported that MuMsomat Ntipald, a widow, 
had given birth to a pair of tortoises, wbiob^ 
through shame and tbe fear of being rdproaofaod 
by her neighbours, she caused to be datdesdnely 
interred In case, ntialoiotts persons may cireulat^ 
false i^^rti^ the Umbirddu ^anded proprietors) 
£ 



y Google 



( 242 ) 

have directed me to intimate particulars far the 
information of the SarMr Bahddury 

The ihdnddAr knew thai Muasamat Napaht, al- 
though awidow, was the mistress of £<i&u Ohinaund 
pershdd Smgh, a very opulent man, who, in various 
ways, was just that sort of limited providence, that 
men of great wealth are admitted to be ; conse* 
quently, he (ihdmdddr) was not the man to let 
Bdbu OJnnawnd pershdd Singh escape so easily 
with such a cock and bull story, as he and his DuU 
cinea had tried to palm oflf on the village gofaU. 
Having ordered his pony to be saddled, the thdnd^ 
ddr, LdUd Balgum mizdj doss, accompanied by 
two Constables, one of which was my humble 
self, proceeded to hunt up Muesamat Napdki. 
In less than an hour's time we arrived at the 
village, and the first individual we encountered, 
was our friend Bdhu . Ohinaund pershdd Smgh, 
who waaipounted on his favorite horse,. BijJ,{, richly 
caparisoned, and was bound, as he informed us, oa 
a visit to the tahailddr of the pergand. After the 
usual enquries regaining the thdndddr^a rmzd} had 
been completed, the Bdbu to6k him inside of the^ 
house, where they were engaged in eonv^rsation 
for a full hour. Whatever the nature of the con- 
versation between the ^^ high oontracting parties^^ 
I d6 not pretend to obronicle, but an eavesdropper^ 
in the peison of a piivaie servant of the BdAH, ia' 
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formed me tfaat he heard two or three broken sen- 
teaces, which were ias follows : — Bdbu loquiter. It 
nd nahif^, (Not so much.) Thdndddr loquiter. Is 
ae kdm nahiA ho saktd (It can^iot be done for less) 
Tkdndddr loquiter: Mera ffkc^ mM bhe^ dend. 
(Send it to my house.) 

After an hour Ldlld Balgum^mizdj dosa came 
out of the house, and assuming that indifferent 
manner as if addressing no one in particular^ he 
remarked, "jfrom the evidpnce> (where the wit- 
nesses came from^ deponent knoweth not,) it ap- 
pears to be a fact beyond doubt that the woman 
had given birth to a pair of tortoise?. "Whilst we 
were making prepara-tions to return to our thdnd 
a younger brothe? of tjxe Bdbu 8dhif>*a, placed Rs. 
five in my hand, which i^mountj said he, ^'donqja^ 
wdn hissd harlend,** (both youijg men can diyi^e), 
I would here parenthetically observe that the 
word ja/wdn ia usually applied by my countrymen 
to constables, chapraa^, md others of similar 
ranjj;, although I isaust sagr that the word was a 
misnomer on the present occasion in the case of 
my brother-constable, who was old enough to be 
my grandfather. 

As it was essentially necessary that the thdnd* 
ddr should report the result of his visit to the vil- 
lage^ I confess that I felt a ns(,tural curiosityi or as 
an Ingrezi (English) poet has'said >^ 
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"Cftiioaity is fiair womao's (3ur$e, Vut ip a man 
it is bandyed tim^ worse/' to learn in what Ujn^ 
giiage bie wotlld clothe his official report for the hu^ 
ham (authorities) to swaUow. Two houra elapsed 
smoe the Ui&ndddr had roturned, and still he had 
not sent in his report for fair transcription, X know 
that he was awaiting the due fulfilment of the 
Bdhv, adIiiVa portion of the compact, after which 
he would know how to word the report. At dusk, 
a rtian, who called himself Ooloo Singh, came to 
the thdnd and said that he was anxious to see the 
thdndddr, as he had some business of a private 
nature to communicate ; and as he evinced ex- 
treme reticence in replying to the usual enquiries, 
such as, From whence be had come ? What was the 
natuire 6f his business? Had he come to make a 
report for himself, or in behalf of some iudividual ? 
I came to the conclusion that he had been deputed 
by Bdbu Ohinaund pershdd Singh. I was not 
wTcMig in my conjecture, for h^lf an hour after the 
man's departure the IMndddr sent the mohm^r a 
iftip of paper on which was written the following 
words: — 

'^ DewanjS ^Ai^-^quarter of sm htmr aft^ ib^ 
last entry in the Bozndmi^ dm (Diuly TOni;) 
write as loUlkWB ^^ 

Fidvfl being lanxious to aspertain the truth of 
the report made b^ Jbai^Z/dos^pti^^foraift of mauM 
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OudhMibdpur, regfarding Mussamat i^Ta^wtfti hav- 
ing giten bitth to a pair of tortoises, h€, accdm* 
pamedby Miyd^MUMKhxibnmdShJodkSaJuiiddH 
Constables, proceeded to the village. FidiJ(^ therd 
learnt that the woman was ilt of a disease tailed 
KuddMdna, by some also called Deddn^hikam, 
and that she actually gave birth to a pair of tor« 
toises. This frtatetnent is (Corroborated on the tes- 
timony of a renowned haktm, Mif^ Kkitdmdn 
Beg J who had attended the wonian, and also on 
a practising toidwife, who was present at the time 
of the marvellous accoiwhement. Under these^ir* 
cnmstances, tabiMr (subordinate) refrained from 
taking any further action in the miatter and re- 
turned to the thdnd, bilt not until he hjtd the tor- 
toises disinterred and had octilaY demonstration of 
their being actually tortoises and not human twins.*^ 

On the report being read to the Superintendent 
sdhib bahddijur, he sent up the case for the orders 
of the Magistrate adhib bakddwr with a remark 
that the thdndddr's report was of an extraordinary 
nature and not to be relied on, and that be it sur<* 
prized that the jurisdiction Visiting Inspector, 
who had likewise enquired into the affair, should 
substantiate his subordinate's report. When theDai* 
ly Diary and the investigation reports Were laid be- 
fore the Magistrateaaiti&,a very able officer, he issued 
an order to the Inspector to the following eiSeeb :^^ 
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- " I have carefully perused the papers iti thi$ case 
and it will be readily coDoeived, that it is in 
this way when enquires are 6o <5$trelessly cojoduct- 
ed, impunity is often attaiuied for the most a- 
trocious acts and criminals are hardened by the 
example of sUQcessful , crima Does the daqu/i 
Inspector think that the report jointly sent in by 
him and the thdfidddr is such that any man pos- 
sessiiig ondi grain of common sense would ever be- 
lieve? From the Oivil Surgeon's report, it is evi- 
dent that Mosaamai Napc^Jci had been recently 
pregnant^ ^nd such beipg a^; established fact, the 
Inspector is hereby ordered to trace the missing 
infant within two days ; if not^ he may be rest assur- 
ed that he will l^ear of something which will be 
disadvantageous to his future proq>ect8. He had 
better exert himself, and not be comfortably seated 
at the thdnd to corroborate the reports of his subor- 
dinates/* 

On receipt of the order, the Inspector proceeded 
without delay to the village, and was successful iu 
discovering the place where the body of a newly- 
born infant had been interred, and which body, on 
investigation, proved to be that of the infant of 
Masaampiit Jfapaki ; the corpse having been ex- 
humed, was, forwarded to the ddkdar sdhib for a 
post-mortem examination, and the woman sent up 
for trial under a charge of ^' Concealment of birth 
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by secret disposal of body" ; the IiaJcim, (native 
physician) Mirza Khirdman Beg, was also sent 
up as an abettor, Imt Babu Ghinauna perahdd 
got off scot free, as the Police substantiated the 
defence of alibi set up by him. The woman was 
incarcerated and the hakim heavily mulcted, but 
the latter having appealed, his fine was ordered to 
be remitted. 

Whilst engaged in this ease^ the ihdndddr was 
called upon to discover a clue to a theft committed 
in the Commissioner sahib bdhddiir's camp. The 
property consisted of several family likenesses, re- 
cently received from Inglistan, (England) and as 
they were beautifully framed, having shining brass 
borders, they evidently attracted the attention of 
some kvli or other person, who had seenihem 
arranged on the table. Every endeavour to dis- 
cover the culprit having proved ineffectual, the 
Commissioner adhib, as a last resort, ordered the 
usual proclamation to be made, offering a reward 
ofRs 10. The proclaimer, with a drum round 
his neck, went about the entire perganah, and, at 
each village beating the drum, he proclaimed as 
follows: — 

"The mfHk (empire) belongs to the Queen; the 
ryots (people) are subjects of the Kamipani fca- 
hddUr; (East India Company;) and the hvJcm 
(order) is the Commissioner sdhib hahidir's 



y Google 



( 2IS ) 

whoeva: restores the pictures, wbick were stolen 
on the night before last from the Oommissioner 
sdhhb bahd4jbii^8 tent, will receive » reward of ten 
rupees, and neither will the restoter be asked any 
questions, nor be prosecuted." 

Then another beat of the drum, and the pro- 
claimer was oflf to the next village. The thief 
having heard the proclamation, duly presented 
himself at the encampment, acid on being confront- 
ed with 'the sdkib bahddiTi be delivered tbe like- 
nesses with the follovring speech in ihcmte ganwiU 
ri (genuine rustic) language which it would bo 
difficult to produce in its ordinal garb :-*- 

" J thoiigbt that aa you were such a great man 
you never defined yQur fingers by touching brass; 
I was .under the ^mpre^^n that the shining brass 
borders were gold, s^nd it was this what tempted 
my cupidity, but having shown the pictures ta 
several jewellers^, one and all informed me that 
the^« was not one grain of gold. Nev^er in my 
life was I so sorely di^ppointed, therefore, I have 
brought you back hazur's property." 

The thief having learnt the truth of the adage, 
" all is not gold that glitters," received the pro- 
mised rewajfd and was allowed to depart without 
naolestation. Many of my connlirymen were of 
opinion that th^ Mib bahddur would have devi- 
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•ated from Ms promiee; andJconseqtWBrtdy, they pjv* 
tiently awaited the result ; bat "when tfeey laotuaU 
ly witnessed tb^ thief pocketing the promised fe- 
ward and wend his way horne^ ti^ remarked that 
the Fercmghis were men of equity and truth. Each 
man exclaiming *' Wah f Wah ! " (well done) 
proceeded home blessing the SarkAri-vAj (English 
Ck>vernment) for sending high-prineipled juad ho** 
norable officers to gofrern their country, of whom 
the Commissioner sdlutiy bakddur was a faithful 
type. 

CHAPTER XXXV, 



THE banker's SECRtT. 

However inconsistent the fact may appear with 
the estimation in which the female character is 
held among my countrymen, whetiher Musalman, or 
Hindu, female influence strongly and irresistibly 
diflfused itself not only in the domestic, but even 
business oomeeras of the family where the ^isode 
£ am aboul( to ^ate occurred. 1 4o not mea^ to 
assert that the wife of jBd&ti Kinana^mrii Do^s 
maJidjani was-^ften seen At his Bide, assisting him 
in writing trp his banking^iouse accounts ; or that 
she was permitted to gvant loans ot ^mcmey inde^ 
pendently on direct irequisitions made to her ; or 
that she and the other kdies of the lK}U8e enjoyed 
a high degree cf freedom by appearing abroad un* 
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veUed whenever they chose, and thus added zest to 
public scenes of amusement by their presence and 
gaiety. No, Bdbu Kiahonafrcii Dobb like the ge- 
nerality of his countrymen did not consider it right 
to attend to such improvements, or to open those 
sources of exterior comfort and convenience, which> 
in civilized countries, contribute to smooth the 
roughness of human life ; therefore, when I say that 
female influence strongly and irresistibly diffused 
itself not only in the domestic, but even in the bus- 
iness concerns, my meaning is that Bairn Ki/na»a» 
frat Doaaheing the only adult male member of the 
family, invariably consulted the ladies of his house 
in the event of having to bring an action against 
any of his constituents, or in granting loans of mo- 
ney, or the purchase of Sarkdri-htea (Government 
Promissory Notes) and other matters, in which it is 
not usual in other Hindu £simlies for women to be 
i^nsulted. 

With these {Nrefettbry remarks, I shall proceed 
to the subject matt^ of the story. A theft hav- 
ing occurred in the banker^s house, he consulted 
the ladies, who, after ten minutes consultation, 
informed him that they unanimously suspected 
Mvjsaamat €hidht kaharM. This woman acted as 
factotum in the banker's household, and her multi- 
farious duties may be enumerated as follows : — ^In 
the morning she proceeded three tunes to the river 
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which wa& about a quarter of a mile distant, and 
at each trip she brought two heavy copper gagrds 
(vessels) one on the head and the other on the waist 
of drinking-water ; she then drew from thirty to 
forty gagrds of water from the house-well for wash* 
ing and culinary purposes ; she then leeped (rub- 
bed) the cooking place with a mixture of cow-dung 
and chiknimoMi (earth) and attended to the 
cleansing of cooking utensils in the morning, ,and 
also in the evening ; next came the tdilette of the 
ladies, which included picking lice from their heads > 
washing and dressing the children ; shampooing 
Bdb&KinawifroLt (2o8&during his post-prandial nap ; 
chaperoning the. eldest boy to school ; chopping 
fodder for the cows ; brooming the house ; cutting 
betel-nuts and preparing ydn (l;>etel-leaf) &c.» 
&c., &c., For all these various duties, embracing 
those of a bhysty, kbitmatgar, bearer, mas&lchi, 
peon, cowherd^ and sweeper ; the remuneration she 
received was two meals a day, eight annas per 
mensem^ two annas at each of the festivals of the 
DassercJi and Boll^ and two sfiris per annum* 

It was this poor woman, who, after a faithful and 
ungrudging servitude^ of twenty long years, during 
which period nothing disturbed the monotone of 
the usual routine, was suspected of stealing Bdb^i 
KinanafrcU does' widowed sister's gold nose*ring» 
valued at Bs 12/. Her little gufhri (bundle) and 
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every nook and corner, and eren the roofing of the 
Kttle room occupied by her, were diJy searched^ 
but witbont success. To make her confess, even 
her sex did not act as a protection, she was kick* 
ed and thumped by the banker, and shoe-beaten 
by the ladies, and eventually at the suggestion oi 
one of the ktter, she was disced up the stone- 
stairs to the fourth story of the bouse^ and confin- 
ed for the night in a little room, four feet square. 
In the morning, one of the ladies, ^ther moiie 
compassionately inclined tbaii the others, or out of 
curiosity, went to see how Mmeatnai Oadbi 
kaharin bad fared during the night, when to her 
utter astonishment the poor woman was foumd dead. 

Leaving the door open, she hastened to inform 
the old lady of the house, who communicated the 
news to Bdbu Kinanafrai dbss. At this critical 
moment, the SdH finding himself on the horns of 
a dilemma, consulted the women as to the dispo-^ 
sal of the body, when it was unanimously agreed to 
sew it up in a (df (coarse canvas) bag and at mid- 
night throw it into the street. The BdhvJa brains 
must have evidently gone wool-gathering, or he 
WHMiM not have seconded the opinion that *" this 
would incline people to a belief of the woman's 
having jcommitted suicide/' But it never struck 
these people that it would certainly incline the Po- 
lice to the supposition, that the woman must have 
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bad an asfioekte^ as it was manifestly impossible 
for her to have sewn the bi^ after her death. As 
soon as the family thought that no one was stir* 
ling, the programme was earned out I^ the body 
being thrown into the street, hot as ill*ludc would 
have it, the beat Constable was standing at the 
head of the road and on hearing a sudden and vio* 
lent S(Hind of some heavy body fallmg on the pav^ 
ed way, he proceeded to^ee what it was, when to 
his astonishment he found the bag containing a bu- 
maa eorpse. He summoned the next beat Ckm«« 
stable to stand there, whilst be proceeded to the 
tkdnd to make a report to the KotmSi. This latt^ 
official was almost immediatdytm the spot and took 
up the investigation. The bag was untied, but the 
great diffictilty lay in the inrdentification of thebo-i 
dy, as the face was to sudi an extent disfigured 
by the removal of the cuticle, that the woman looked 
as fair as a Buropean * and if tiie perpetrators had 
taken tlie same precaution in respect of the entire 
body^ no one would have t^en Muasamat cb o^i, 
kakarin^ to be a native w(Mnan. £(i&u KiwmafvaJb 
DoBtl seci:«t was so far safe, and no body thought 
of suspecting a aiillionaire of having imbued his 
hands in the blood of a fellow-creatura That 
which would have been considered culpable homi^ 
eide in a poor man, would have been considered, 
in the case of the banker, had be been suspected, 
accidental homicide. As the body was found in 
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the street oppositetiie great millia&aise's honse, peo- 
ple tboaght it to be an impossibility for him to have 
been guilty of ciime, while they would have been 
ready enough to suspect some p^miless vagabond 
of any iniquity imder the sun. But there was one 
man, Siddchal, the Constable of the beat, who sus* 
pected the banker of that worst and darkest crime, 
which for ever separates a man from the sympathy 
of his fellowmen, and brands him as an accursed 
and abhorred creature, beyond the pale of human 
compassion. The Con^able's mental argument 
was that the body must have been thrown down 
from a height and.as the banker's house was do- 
miciled, the opposite one b^ng tenantless, he 
came to the conclusion thiit the S4bu sdhib knew 
more than he wished to acknowledge. What more 
strengthened his opinion was the fact of the oppo- 
site house being well-closed. To remove suspicion, 
the house was opened and the examination proved 
the doors to have been well'^secored and in no way 
tampered with. The .corpse of th^ woman wa^ for-: 
warded to the D(Hddr adhib, bahdduvy whose re« 
port of the post-mortem examination, stated that 
the woman had been encei/nte, and that i death waa 
caused from her having sustained severe internal 
injuries.. This gave the Police a clue, and the Kot- 
wal proceeded to take the statements of the fe- 
male servants of the neighbouring families. On 
their being interrogated as to their knowledge 
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of any menial females in the neighbourhood being 
pregnant, they all pleaded ignorance, except one 
woman, Mussamat Barajib, ahirin, who de* 
clared that the deceased, about a fortnight previous 
to the present catastrophe, had informed her of 
the fact of her pregnancy, and of the father of the 
child being a barra-adrnt (great man). The 
Banker was not prepared for this evidence, or he 
would have amply compensated the woman for 
suppressing it, as she was the only witness who 
deposed to the fact of Muaaamat GadhCs being 
in his service. If any evidence were required to 
strengthen his case, the baoker was aware that 
affidavits of any kind could be easily procured, as 
any other articles of traffic. Serious obstacles 
will always be in the way of administering justice 
through native evidence; the admissicHi by Manu, 
the great Sindu lawgiver, that feilse evidence in 
any case which may affect human life, is compati-^ 
ble with a seat in heaven, must wdgh in the 
minds of those who regard him as their highest 
religious authority. It is to be hoped, as I have 
previously remarked, that the progress of light 
among my countrymen, which, as it is now begun, 
nothing can arrest^ will gradually convince them 
of the duties they owe to society, and in time ren« 
der their evidence available for all the purposes of 
justice. 
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It was rumoured in (he bazaar th»t tbe Eotwal 
had given to BUfm Kinanafrat doss, the choice of 
two altematives; either the payment of the round 
iltim of Rb. 5,000 or to be Aaiianed. On the 
other hand, gossips said that the banker was wil- 
ling to pay down half Uiat amount ; but whether 
they w^re in the confidence of ^ther party, I am 
not in aposition to satisfythe reader's curiosity ; sttf'- 
fice it to say that two of the women of the bank^ 
er's family were sent up for trial, and sentenced at 
the Session Courts to two years' rigorous inoaroedra- 
tiott, respectively. The banker, in their hebalf, 
appealed to a higher tribunal, Mid after he bad ex- 
pended nearly Rs. 30,000 in >feeiog banriaters-at- 
law, &c., &c., the remaining portion of the sen* 
tenee was remitted ; but not until the women 
h'ad been dghte^i months in. JaiL Very poor 
satisfaction indeed, especially when the amount 
expended is taken into consideration, — the interest 
of which sum, if properly utilized, would have per- 
petuated the banker's name tetiieendof time 
in connexion with some puhiic charity. The 
gossips called the banker a fool for his pains, and 
asked each other whether it would not have been 
cheaper in the long run to have paid down the 
Kotwal's demand of Bs. 5,000 instead of having 
incurred an expenditure of six times that amount, 
without obtaining any equivalent satisfaction. 
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I shall conclude this chapter by quoting the 
words of a barrd bahidur sahib, Sir William Jones, 
who was a great friend to India :— 

" The last ofience which I shall mention to you, 
is so general, that it may affect every part of our 
proceedings in this Court, (Supreme Court) and so 
atrocious, that human nature, in which a sense of 
religion seems inherent, starts at the name of it ; 
I mean the wilful violation of solemn oaths, with- 
out the sanction of whi^h neither our fame, our 
property, our freedom, nor our lives, can be long 
secure." 

I state it with grief that the state of society 
pourtrayed by Jones adhib bahddur, continues to 
the present hour to be in many ZUlas, an equal- 
ly faithful representation of what in his time he 
found Bengal proper to be. 

Is it then a matter of astonishment thiat the 
hukam (authorities) are compelled to receive the 
most express evidence on oath with distrust, when 
rendered by a native, and have been driven to 
take, a greater latitude in judging by probability, 
and a comparison of circumstances, than the strict* 
ness of English judicature in general allows? 
Numerous eases daily occur before our eyes, which 
are not known to the hukdm ; but we, who mix in 
native society hear things which it would be nuu 
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nifestly impossible for tbem to know ; in short, 
we have often bad ocular demonstration of credi- 
tors and revenue kasihdrs (agriculturists) being 
defrauded of their properties by the perjuries of 
persons who boldly come forward to justify bail, 
though notoriously known to gain their livelihood 
principally or solely by the prostitution of their 
oaths. On these occasions, the processes of theCourts 
are frequently abused to serve the purposesof basest 
miscreants against the ignorant and the timid, 
who, in vain, seek to obtain redress ; their oppres* 
sors being too well practised in the arts they pro- 
fess, to be at a loss for the means of evading the 
punishment due to their misdeeds. The result of 
this dreadful state of morals is, that the well-dis- 
posed are forced to resort to the use of the same 
instrument— conspiracy — and this is resisted by 
countercharges, founded on evidence so precisely 
of the same stamp with that adduced by the ori- 
ginal piosecutor, that the hakdm find it impos- 
sible to satisfy themselves oif the merits of either 
side of the case. 

In justice to my much-abused department I would 
mention that whenever murders take place, the 
thdndddrs find it a very difficult matter to obtain 
Hindu witnesses to come forward as evidence. 
They readily do so if they have any old grudge 
against the offenders, but as voluntary evidence 
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to state what they have witnessed for the further- 
ance of justice, Manu's injunction* acta as an 
obstacle, which respectable Hindus can never sur- 
mount. This injunction is sufficient to extinguish 
all love of truth in the mind of a Hindu, and to 
shield from punishment crimes of the deepest 
dye. It holds up to the execration of society, not 
the man guilty of the foulest crimes, but the man 
who honestly testifies the truth respecting their 
perpetration. That this should have led to the 
state of morals in native society, which is much 
to be deplored, will surprisse none who are tho- 
roughly acquainted with human natura On con- 
versing with a Hindu gentleman oj^ the subject, 
I learnt from hin^ that the reluctance of respect* 
able natives to come forward as witnesses arises 
from feelings'of a mixed nature. Xt is not only dis» 
creditable to be instrumental in depriving another 
man even justly of prpperty, liberty, or life, but 
painful to have his own character exposed to further 
dishonorable suspicion by the counter-evidence of 
others ; and to appear as a witness at all is like in* 
fringing on a profession reputed infamous, however 
frequently resorted to for aid; consequently, a 
Hindu, who conscientiously regards the precepts of 

* " WhiBnever the death of a man either of the servile, the 
commercial, the military, or sacerdotal class, would be oooasioa 
ed by true evidence, falsthood may be tpoktn^lT is wnox PBK* 
VBBAPiJt TO TBDTB/* 
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Mann, will not give evidence which may aflPect the 
life ot any man^ atrocious as may be bis crimes. 

CHAPTER XXXVI, 



THE BBAHMIN ASTBOLOGER* 
All nations have been more or less infected 
with the mania of astrology ; but in no country 
has it ever obtained such general currency or en- 
tered so minutely into the private and domestic 
afiairs of each individual, as in India. What is 
wanting in the Hindu scheme of aistrology, is 
borraWed from a foreign source, from the Arabic. 
The terms which denote a malignant oi^ benevo- 
lent influence, are Arabic ; and as it would be 
sacrilegeous to perform any act of propitiation to 
the powers of a stuange superstition, Sanskrit 
terms have been substituted in their stead. The 
reader may form some idea of the avidity of the 
Hindu to pry into futurity, when they sanction a 
measure so repugnant to every notion oi Hindu 
propriety, as the adoption of Mussalman usages. 
Acts of religious merit may rery naturally be sup- 
posed to derive additional value from the auspi- 
ciousness of the time ; but in India astrology is 
applied to the most trivial concerns of life, the 
naming of a child, the ploughing or sowing of a 
field, the commencement of a private journey, an 
interview with a friend or a master. It not only 
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ii^^rfer^ with almost ^very duty, but pervades 
all rauks of society, and the most learned pandit, 
is equally under the influence of its spelU with 
the most illiterate peasant The brahmin astro* 
Ipger, who forms the subject of this chapter, I 
shall introduce to the reader as Pandit AmdA 
dichii, He obtained employm^it as an astrolo- 
ger, in the household of an opulent Hindu family; 
under v^y peculiar circumstajnces. It appears 
that Bdbu Kuckpeirwdni Singh having wished to 
alter ''his life of single curs^nees to that of 
double blessedness," he cpmmunioated his inten^* 
tion to the family pri^t and astrologer, and as 
the fl46«t bad no relatives to consult, he directed 
the priest to enter into negociations with £4bu 
NehaUtdng Singh for the hand of bis only daugh-* 
ter, Muaaan^ Akdi, a lovely young maid, who> 
by the veriest accident, he met one morning return- 
ing fromaeftit;(|{(iwhere.shehad bemtoperfoim 
an a(^ of propitiation to ilohdd^ and waa smit^ 
ten. with h^ ohanns; or in otlw words, it was 
iQve at first sig^t. The famiily priest^PaniJi* 
Chhalpdl pdndey, was opposed to the nwrriaig^^ 
as he was oc^ni^^t of the fact ofMus^amat ugceli'a 
father Jj^wg a poor m^^ and cottsequeiotly h^ 
wouH not, pecuniarily profit by the ttaiisaotiofi^; 
^Jivrefii^ iawng^jgmed oqthisbookof &te/be 
li^ad tbe^t th^ ^tsmyf^^^mp^^s^piti^^ 
4^i'«,e»traiM:)e into the house^ «rto quote lib 
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6wn words, "from the moment MusaamatAkelipixta 
foot into this hbuse, the lUck good will be changed 
into ill-luck, and her presence will be attended, 
with the most disastrous results." It was a lucky 
circumstance that Pandit Aaudd dickU was op- 
portunely passing by the hotise, and Bdbu Kueh^ 
perwd/ni Singh seeing him with his "peti" (book 
of fate) under his arm, beckoned to him to come 
inside, as he mshed to consult him on a very mo- 
mentous sul^ect. Simultaneously, he requested 
the family priest to be' silent arid not to divulge 
Ae result of his &ifn progriostications. Pandit 
Aaudd dichii having seated himself, the B(Sm 
enquired whether his marriage with the only 
daughter of Bdhu NekaitUtng 8ingh would be 
pr<^tious or otherwise. The PdncM,t opened out 
his book atfid commenced by infbrming the Bdbu 
and his friends, in order to convince them that he 
wais a clever ^astrologer that of the Varaha 
Kalpa, <tompriairig the four Foigia^, l&55,86*,97e 
years have expired; df the Kuti Toga, or the 
kst age of thef woirW, 4976 years have passed, and, 
427,024' yeasrsyet remain to be completed. Of 
the Cycle of ^xty years into which time iar 
subdivided, the ^present year, i. e; when this 
event occurred was the fortieth > df Fi«?U 
^1^, and was called Darmukkd. After this, the 
PcmdU, gave a list of the presiding regend^ of 
%\}i» yeaati witik the oharact6^ df theil: influence 
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on the " Bdbti sdMVs affairs." The Bdbu was in- 
fonned that he was under the influence of Jupiter, 
and that by his marriage with Mvsaamat Ahdt; 
there were exoeflent harvests in store for him, the 
firuits and flowers in his lands would be multij^ed, 
and, not forgetting himsdf, the Bdhvi adhWa mind 
would be inclined to alms and devotion. As for 
MuaaamcU Ahdi, the Pandit said that she was 
under the influence of Venus and that her marriage 
with the B(0m aM^ib would be the means of in- 
creasing the number and hiqpimiess of his ryots, 
and that the tanks and wells oa his estate would 
always be filled with water. This information 
was succeeded by a figure, divided into 9 houses 
or squares, from the calculations of which, the 
Parhdit explained the general complexion of the 
Bdbu and bis intended spouse's fortunes. He 
then went on to say that the auspidous days for 
the marriage were^ 2 in ByaaJeh, 6 in Jet^ 8 in 
Aaarh, 7 in Ughan, 1 in Phagun, and 3 in Ohet, 
in all 22 days, and that if he married on any 
other day than those mentioned by him, he could 
not be held cu}p&hle if the marrii^e proved other- 
wise than foretold by him. I need not say that 
PcmdU Aauda dkhifa prognostications being in 
harm(^y with the Bdhu'a intentioi[is» he waa en- 
gaged as the family {assistant astrologer, although 
Pandit Ohhalpai pandey*a service ^re still re* 
tained ; as he, and lus &ther^ and grandsires btf ore 



y Google 



( 264 ) 

him, held a hereditary title to this ofBca I tnay 
say that in \he B^Sm $dkWa family^ Pandit A su- 
dd' $ good luck was on the ascendant, and this 
caused the jealousy of his rival. He was directed 
to enter into negociations with Bdhu N^iUang 
Smgh for the hand of his lovely daughter, and 
which without entering into detaih, I may add 
resulted in the marriage taking placid within six 
months. Pandit Ohhalpal was not so frequently 
consulted by his employer, and finding his profits 
go into the pocket of another, he was incessantly 
scheming to get his su(K;essful rival into some kind 
of scrape or other. An opportunity soon present- 
ed itself. Thd young 2^^iA;unne having present*^ 
ed her lord with a son and heir, it was necessary 
to determine the length of tb^ infant's life. Per*' 
haps, the boldest adv^enture of the astrologer is his 
determining this ; but it is a fact that it is fixed 
by him ^ Wiiiely consulting his own interest, he 
seldom fixes' the duration of ihe infant's life under 
50 years * the gratification of the^ parfents being 
th^ chifef object in vi^w, the Mterpreter of the 
stars, niaturally supposes that his 6wn reward will 
be condmettsUrate With the life rf the child. Per- 
haps th^reiS'hoItidi^ti astrbld^et to honest as to 
say with their litgfezi brother William Lilly M4h 
** those appearanceaf iit^ne no loiag lite, it were 
therefore vain to frame long diredtiirtte tiplon that 
nativity.'* The dhtild died at* the age of ^eten 
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moaths, to who to Pandit Asuda had assigned se* 
venty years. Taking advantage of this circum- 
stance, Pandit Ghhalpal wsus determined to work 
out his rival's ruin, and therefore hired the servioes 
of a Pandit of a neighbouring village to poison 
th« BdhvJa mind. Hwi Pandit ^5t^cZa was a 
match for both Pandits. Ontbeing questioned by 
his^ employer, he replied- that he ^as perf^tly cog- 
nizant of the duration of the (diild's life being 
only seven months, and therefore he bad purposely 
stated seventy years by adding " nothing" and 
substituting years for "months"; that the Bdbii «(i-. 
^i6'beinga ^ise man should attribute the omissipn 
of all mieation respecting the child's decease in the 
roll of destiny^ to his urbanity or consideration, as 
he had a heart to feel fcwr others, and therefore h^ 
did not feel inclined to disclose the dark lines of 
futurity aad rend the father '3, mpre particulajrjy 
the young mother's heart by the aiitioipatiop. of. 
distress. The Balm, strange to say, agreed witbi 
l^im and thanked the Parici'itfor his well-meaat \x^<^ 
teintions. Pandit ChJuxlpal was, however, not tQ 
be foiled, and he therefore resolved to lay another 
scheme, which, if successful, would get his rival into 
disrepute and lead to bis dismissal. I must, how- 
ever, prefatorily explain that numerous are the oc^ 
casions on which a wealthy Hindu family needs 
the aid of the astrologer. Every year has its un^ 
lucky days in wbicl^fthepianiBts n^us* be aj^ased,. 
I. 
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that the corrent of events may flow smoothly ; 
every family movement requires a new calcula- 
tion. Hindus will tell you, that the astrologer 
must be highly confidential ; that into the bands of 
any man of equivocal reputation it would be un- 
wise to commit those records of the family upon 
which its fortunes depend. He is not indeed under 
an oath; for the Hindu religion, thoii^h it has a 
whole volume on the most efficient mode of curs- 
ing an enemy, in reality abhors swearing ; but he 
is considered under a solemn obligation never to> 
disclose the horoscopes of the family. Without 
this knowledge, it is impossible to perform the 
mysterious and diabolical acts, by which an enemy 
may be injured and destroyed, and astrologers are 
aware of the high importance attached to their 
profession when two great families are at variance,, 
and of the care taken to keep them in good hu- 
mour, and to prevent their going over to the ene- 
my with the weighty secret of the nativities. To 
those unacquainted with the Hindu method of 
witchcraft it is necessary to explain, that of the 
several kinds of this diabolical art, the worst kind 
is the one denominated J^uracharan. For the 
priact^se of it, the peforraing Brahmin must know 
the birth-date of the person against whom it is te 
be levelled. At the period of which I am writing,. 
Bdhu Kuchperwani Singh had a lawsuit against 
a neighbouring Zamindar, M^ihntor Sin^^, an 
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opulent but most unscrupulous man, Tlie suit 
was in the first instanee brought in the court of 
the ColUctor sdhib bakdduTy wbere Bdbu Kuch- 
perwani Singh was victorious ; it was then pri- 
marily appealed to by the losing party to the 
Commissioner sdkib hiOuidui\ and lastly to the 
Bordd (Board of Revenue). Muhnzor Singh 
having been in every instance defeated, thought of 
trying whether witchcraft would not come to his 
rescue, and help him to retrieve his losses, and if 
rumour is to be credited, people said, that he was 
out of pocket to the tune of Es, 10,000. It was 
therefore absolutely indispensable that the services 
of a Brahmin, who was an adept in the diabolical 
art, should be obtained. He set about by consult- 
ing his gui^, (family teacher) who indicated 
Pandit Jddugir deen as the man who could me* 
terially help him. The first interview resulted in 
Jddugir* 8 willingness to aid him, provided that the 
sum of Rs 500 was paid as an advance, and an 
equal amount on the day that Bdhi Kuchperwani 
Sing was safely landed in the realms of Pluto. It 
was now necessary that the Bdbu' a exact date of 
birth should be ascertained, and as the horoscopes of 
the family were in Pandit Asuda's safe custody, it 
was suggested by Pandit Jddugir deen that Pa/n- 
dit Aauda be bribed to disclose the secret. But 
who was to make the first advance ? The Pandit 
thought that Bdbu Muhnzor Sing should ingra- 
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tiate himself into AaudcCs good graces, whilst the 
Bdbu was of opinion that if the Pctndit tried, he 
would easily get the secret out of a brother-pandit. 
It was eventually settled that instead of Pandit 
Asuda, his rival, Pcmdit Chkalpal be bribed, and as 
he and Jddugir deen were friends, the difficulty 
of making the desired proposal would be obviated. 
Without entering into the particulars of conversa- 
tion. Pandit Chkalpal regretted his inability to 
render assistance, but mentally thought it a good 
opportunity to get his rival within his revengeful 
clrttches. As soon a« he returned home, Pandit 
VJihalpal got a friend to write an anonymous 
letter addressed to Bdbu Kuckperwani ^iitgh 
warning him of Pandit Asuda, who, the writ^ 
idenoTrtrcied as a traitor, and charged him with ha- 
ving disclosed certain particulars, relating to the 
family horoscopes, to th6 Bdbit's antagonist fl/tiftn- 
5ror Singh, Pkridii AbMu wais sent f6r and 
the letter placed in hi^ hands;, the JBrffra simnlta- 
^neously remarking, that he did not expect such an 
ttngralfeful return for the repeated acts of kind- 
ness shown him. The Pandit lost temper, and 
^iih letter in hand, proceeded to his riVdfs house. 
From words it came to blows,' and at 8 P. M. the 
following report was made by Nekchalan the first 
** on duty kanistabeV* of the beat :— *' A fight is 
going on within Pandit CkhalpaVs house ; the 
women are howling and screaming ; he tried to 
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have tie house opened, but the noise being so 
very great, his voice could not be heard ; he fears 
that there will be bloodsli^d." 

The thdndddr, Mirza Koihai beg, accompanied 
by a jamaddr. and a dozen constables, lost no 
tiine in arriving at the house ; the noise showed 
as if Bedlam had been let loose, and within five 
minutes of the arrival of the Police, the thdndddr 
had the entrance door forced open, and he and 
his men were face to face with the angry comba- 
tajatSv Poor Pandit Asudfi being unattended 
cj^me off second-best, inasmuch as Pandit Ohhal- 
pal was assisted by the women of his ho^se, and 
we all know how angry women pan use their teejth 
and slippers. ^hQthdndddfs presence restored 
order, and he proceeded to, hear, their respective 
stories; after wl?|ch he coolly infor;m.ed Pandit 
Ch/uilpal, that it was his intention to chalan ,him 
and tb^ women on a charge of "Attempt at i^ur-: 
der." Information had now reached Babu Kuch- 
perwani Songh, and post haste he arrived at the 
scene of- the row- Mirza Koihai beg adhered to 
his original determination, but b, qu^rter^of an 
hpur^s private guftagu (conversatipn) with the 
Babu sahif) made him relent, more especially 
when, jie saw that Pandit Asucla had been more 
shal^en than hurt. I know the reader is anxious 
to find out what my share, of the "silvery shower" 



y Google 



( 270 ) 

amounted to, but I do not intend to satisfy nis cu- 
riosity, simply because I had made a faithful pro- 
mise to my thdnd^dr that I would never divulge 
the matter to any one, and I intend to stick to it. 
I am however, at liber<^y to say that my wife was 
so pleased with the result of this adventure, that 
my next day's dinner consisted of " palao and 
korma" and by way of dessert some highly- scented 
" ZaTda!\ which fare, a poor Kanishtabel does not 
every day enjoy. 

In concluding this chapter some remarks on 
the Hindu system of astrology will not be inappro^ 
priate. Thus do the planets indicate the progres- 
sion of human affairs, and thus does the wise and 
diligent astrologer draw from the many-leaved 
book of heaven^ " the event of future contingen- 
cies" and the means of draining the purse of the 
poor credulous Hindu. Thus according to the 
Hindus do the heavenly bodies fulfil most empha- 
tically the great object of their creation, for all 
things exist for and on account of the brahmins. 
These are the true lords of the ascendant'; how- 
ever unpropitious may be the aspect of the planets 
to the unitiated, on brahmins they always cast a 
benevolent aspect ; or rather the more malignant 
the aspect on the quesitor, the more propitious the 
aspect to the predictor. To them astrology is with- 
out hyperbole, " sacred astrology, divine astrolo- 
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gy, the art of arts, the science of sciences, bestow-- 
ing on them the highest privileges, pre-eminences, 
and advantages." The astrologer, casting his pierc- 
ing eye into the future, discerns in the long vista 
of years an endless series of malignant aspects 
and unhappy culminations ; he beholds days and 
months marked with desolation and terror, and st 
grim and frightful array of calamities, which can 
only be averted by repeated acts of worship and 
as a matter of course, by r^eated gifts to brah- 
mins. And it must appear marvellous even to a 
reflecting Hindu how very easily a planet is paci- 
fied by a donation to these holy men ; how the 
planets, revolving in their distant spheres and 
shedding such direful portents on the family of 
man, should be so completely under the influence 
of the brahmins that the most malignant aspect, 
ilirah'ile dictu, will change in a moment when 
they (no other oaste can be substituted) are fed ; 
that even if a comet were expected with its tail to 
strike the earth into atoms, a gift to this sacred 
tribe would remove the dreadful calamity, as easi- 
ly as a child tosses a shuttlecock into the air. The 
astrologer is master of the fears, and consequently 
of the purse of his disciple. Before I proceed to 
point out, what in my humble opinion, I consider 
a remedy for this sad state of things, it may not 
probably be uninteresting to the reader to be in- 
formed of the schedule of gifts to brahmins, by 
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which each planet is pacified and consents to re^ 
nonnce its malignity. The Sun is to be propitia- 
ted by the ojBFer of a cow ; the Moon, by that of. a , 
Sunkh (conch); M,axs, by that of a bull; Venus, by 
a horse ; Saturn, by a black cow ; Mercury, by a 
cannon or a firearm ; the ascending node, by wea- 
pons ; and the descending node, by the offer of a 
goat to brahmins. So amply have the wise men 
of the east created a provision for themselves out 
of the credulity of my infatuated countrymen, the 
Hindus. 

In my country, the Science of Astronomy is 
entirely subservient to that of Astrology, and the 
reason is obvious. As the latter only holds out any 
hope of pecuniary advantage, it is eagerly pursued 
by my money-loving and covetous countryn^en, to 
the almost total neglect o£ the nobler science. In. 
India, brahmins are of opinion that Astronomy is of 
no utility, except in the aid it gives to Astrology ; 
and that to acquire the names and laws of the stars 
would be a waste of time, without understanding 
their language. Thus one of the noblest sciences 
within the compass of human pursuiias, i» thorough- 
ly debased by its unholy alliance with a study 
which every nation throws aside, as it makes pro- 
gress in knowledge and civilization ; and thus is 
the country unfortunately deprived of all the assis- 
tance which mathematical and astronomical pur- 
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suits never fail to bestow. The Sarkdr Bahddur 
would be conferring a real boon on my country, by 
the establishment of an astronomical class in every 
College and School. The students could, not fail 
to attract notice and to iacquire renown, and ail re- 
nown acquired in the pursuit of genuine science 
is so much gain to the best interests of society. 
They would speedily dissolve the meretricious con- 
nexion which now subsists between astronomy and 
astrology, and to the full extent of their influence 
assist in bringing the Uitter into contempt. The 
numerous astronomical errors of the Brahmins de- 
rived from the Shdatrae they would detect, and 
undoubtedly opposa The Sarkdr Bahddur would, 
as I have previously stated, be conferring a real 
boon on my country; for Astronomy would thus 
after the lapse of so many centuries, be pursued 
for a high and noble purpose, and instead of being 
made the instrument of fraud and delusion^ instead 
of being pressed into the service of astrology and 
idolatry, gradually dissipate the errors wbi(;b it 
has been made to sanction^ and ennoble the minds 
of my countrymen. Oae fact, my countrymen 
who wish to study astronomy would do well to 
bear in mind j— there can be no genuine progress in 
astronomy, unless it be altogether dissevered from 
the puerile art of astrology ; a very scanty share of 
knowledge is sufficient to make one expert in as- 
trological calculations ; while therefore the few who 
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«tudy astronomy, look no higher, there can lie lit- 
tle or no expectation of their making great pro- 
gress in that noble science. By this melancholy 
conjunction, Astronomy, from which we are in a 
great measure to look for the subversion of Astrolo- 
gy, becomes its handmaid ; and both unite to sup- 
port a system of delusion and fraud. The object 
of the Hindu in consulting the motions and aspects 
of tlie heavenly bodies, therefore, is not the sim- 
ple gratification of curiosity, but a desire to smooth 
his passage through life by Removing sinister influ- 
ences on high. Thus the Hindu religion, — a father 
towards its ministers, — a stepfather towards the 
flock, has totally altered the nature and object of 
the science, and taking advantage of the natural 
inquisitiveness of mankind, has erected upon a 
scheme of celestial calculations, a most extenaive 
scheme of priestly gain. One word by way of ad- 
monition to my countrymen before I conclude. Be- 
member, paying adoration to the host of heaven, 
in order to avert misfortune or to extract from 
them a benevolent aspect, cannot .but weaken, 
even if it do not abrogate every notion of a super- 
intending Providence,-^for the act of worship 
is not addressed to Qod, the Qovemor of the Uni- 
verse, but to the planets and stars, as though the 
destiny of each individual were under their guid- 
ance. Therefore, those persons who consult astro- 
logers are guilty of idolatry, and those who con* 
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suit them " for the fun of the thing" are equally 
culpable in the encouragement of idolatry by 
countenancing a heinous sin. 



FINIS. 
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